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’ The U. S. Suprcne Court on 5-13-74 denied certio arl _'

in captioned suit and let stand a District of Coluntia Circultf
court decision which sanctione? withholding inforration con- -
tained in FEI investigatory files pursuant to tho roIA. . : »
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,' In 1970, wareld *h. La nzg rﬁquester‘., L\ro mh the .°

:.-\par nent of Justice, FnI records concerning the results of
| epect graphic analysec of bullets, bullet fragmonts, aan\nnts
‘and other obLjects connected vwith the assassination of Ptcsic-ent

Y-*nnedj. lis request was derizd on the ground that the racords .
wore part of an 1uv=stigator)' fila compiled for lavr enforcement -
‘purroses and exempt fron disclosure’ putsuant to e nytion {b) (7)

He sugsequﬂnyly filed 1it in the 0. S. ‘istrlct
ourt, vashington, D. £., lost, and appealed to th~ taited
tates Circuit Court. [I. three-judge panel of that lourt

ruled against the Governnent, holding that information nust
‘e disclosed from F"Y investigatory files unless an ongoing
invaestigative matter tvould ke prejuticed thereby, 7%he Govern-
nent petitiored the Circuit Court for a hearing-en banc, whic
was granted. The full Court affirmed the Disftxct Court
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as ratcrials vere contajne? in investicatory fxlc.;.7' oy were

esewpt f.rom p\\nlic di..x.losub 62 =]0 7060 - o
‘\:.ni c‘ﬂnial of certiorari by the Surreme Courg, ‘ Q2
' > FBI coulo’ ‘opcerate within the statutory parameu.rs of the"" XS
E IA even with the 1v*n1nent pas.;age of s. 2543 which will amend_ _'E';.
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years to historical research:rs, .
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R " Ry memorandum to you of 5-15-74 captioned, 'Meeting A $\
~ wlth James A. Wilderotter, Associate Deputy Attorney General,-. i

_Re: Departmental Order 528-73," reported the results of a el
meeting between Mr. Wilderotter and representatives of this ..
) Bureau concerning the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and™
v specifically, Departmental Order 528-73. Mr. Wilderotter was -
e briefed on the difficulties encountered by the FBI {n attempt--
ing to implement the provisions of this Order. He appeared g _*
to be sympathetic tovards our position and suggested that we - A
prepare a "White Paper" setting forth these difficulties and - AT
reasons why the Attorney General should rescind this Order, i i:<-.
o NI s W<
Attached is a "whitc Paper* preparés along thosL At et

lines. We are cognizant of the fact that it would be unwise - ~ur€~~$;
for the Attorney General to rescind this Order while m. R. 12471 = - .
fand S. 2543 are currently pending. As will be recalled, S. 2543, a I
'with amendments by Senators Philip A. Hart and Edmund S. Muskie, ¥
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‘was passed by the Senate on 5-30-74. However, from observations % i
T ‘we have received from Adninistration representatives, there is .. .
- & good chance President Mixon will now veto this bill., Conse- "~ .,

. quently, any action on the part of the Attorney General at this ;‘
time could be counterproductive. However, the suggestion is . '

. made to consider rescinding this Otder once this legislation
Yo %has been resolved. - ' :
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