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June 5, 1968

Hr. Hark Lene

a/o Holt, Rinshart & Winaton
332 Medlson ivenue

New York, ¥ew York 10017

Deaer Mark:

Lonz and closs obsorvatlon of your conatitublonal corruption did not

prepare mg for your flaunting of thilevery In uwy face. You wound up ly-

ing, knowing you wsrs lylnz, end bscause thiz uae public I se lmpelled
By & ’ o =4 & &

to sat the record stroight batwaen us.

In lats 1566, at zhe bshest of your friends, then sirangsrs to ms, I
shandonsd my own second book to go to Californis and taks Llebeler off
your back. £ your hoceklss riss at this, I'11 33aé you coples of théir
lstsarsz. Sn roubs, Lisbaloar faced lnvitatlcons for confrontatiens, suzeh
of whloh he avoldad,, s5ad when I reached Lus Aagslss, hs suddenly hsd
an emergsncy reguiring his urgent present in tns Archives - the one day
of tho wsak 1% is closad. ©On this trip, as evsn you wmust koow, I des-
fandsd you sgnlnat Somnally's elandor and pralsed you in public for thac
which, ia wy opinlon, warrants praiss.

The one thing that stopped me without doubt jour frisnd and [lsck Mort
3ghl roeporbesd t¢ yow, Hae callar who called you & crook for stseling
clothing from him. This I could not defend.

Before then, your thefs from my flrst book was apparsnt. 3Seforus thon,
sorrsapondence with Arthur Cohsn in its own wsy affirmed it and Privabtaly
I hed your manuscrlipt checked snd the stolen material wes not In 1t. It
had appeered only in WHITXWASH. :

Desplte ny detestation of your unsérupulousnsss and dilshonesaty that sac-
dles all the rest of us, I have on avery public occasion sald what I
eould in your deflense, Zone out of my way to support pyou and pralsed
you forrthat preisauorthy thing you did. Not cnes did I sxposa you ror
the wretched dlsgrecs to docency that you aras.

As rocently es yasstardsy, I trisd to extend the slight courtssy ol suv-
ing you & cadb ferz. You lacked sven the common dacancy of lsaving o
wensege JoPrus Wilsn you wope nobt at the appoinied plecs for me bo plok
you up. Tnat I loocked 21) over for you before jolng te the studlo can
roedily bs confirmsd, as can the fact of ths nots on the door for you.

“ven then I took with me & person who would 3ive you the opportunity of
being hsard on 35C radio stations. I ésclinad the opportunlty of Inbtur-
viewing you myself, oven though I hed conducted all the Intervliews for
the three-day period of the bookssllsrs' convsntion. Need T tell you
whet I could have confronbted you with in sush an interview?

Moreover, the shouw you Were on was mine. I postponed it from late April
to accommods ta you, Lo sgaure you sn audlence in Washington for your asw
book which I had act then ssen. I nsver dlsplayoed one of my books on
cemers all anight.
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Grstituds no one who kaows gou sver SEPECEte  Duk fne Biapeskavle gall
of flaunting onc of ties wmeny things you stols fron my work alene in my
face i3, sven for you, below Souprensnsibls deseription,

st you sre a thaleld I 812 not 8¥. I am content witn Jour own dsmon-
stration of it. Thas you lied, a custem With you even when it is un-
Bacassary, mspely compounced the evil that 4. Four norm.

How, 1t 1z 5 11¢ S0 say your non-sxistons foctaots sourcs is a "pring- .
8r's srror'y ang Jou xnow it. The Printer did not Wwrita youp feotactus, §
Your incredible unfaniliaity wich the materiszl In tna &rchives that
Jou steal from me and pPretend you did all alone is frowsa in Eype in
the seme words in your text. You repust the Seme stupldity. How you
San pretend evan zns 8lightent acqualintanzs with “he mstsrials with
which you clainm %o work without knewing there is ne such thing es an
index - indged, thst thalg is the greatess handicep o their use - i3
itz own and 2ntirely adsquate characterizstion of Jou and your "opn',

4
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‘Aen you correcteg tale frigzhtful demonsiraticn of lgaorance and Lgen-
CIfisd the "fnoux” ac o "1ist", you merely ef0irn0g Jour plagisrism,
for s you ¥new “When you tried so shif't She s Lheres 1s nothling
in that 1ist to WArrsat olting it as Jour sg The name "Klein" ie
aever once meatiocned in 1%, nor 1a there sny Shssestion of content,
This i{s g perticularly corsless thelt, for Jou could have cited the
$1ls number, as Jeu ¢1d on other similer Purlsinings,
Thet you knew You 1i:d Ieas night in imputing your ignorance ang
iboroge dishonusty « srinter's appop fo catubliahad on Paye
Wasrz in the texg you tuics pefap o this asn- Hon-szlssent "index of
Eas Zasiz soupae material®,
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Hor can i+ b thed sven you aps 30 incompetuni - op immodest - g3 3o
Qave igncred tho sliatlcn So JZugh to Judamsal sl it fit. What you
salsehed was eatirely unliinown wn 4 PUBLissd it in wHITZWASH II,
wheice you stole ic.

Consumed by ©30 88 You arse, and esten by joar tobtsnl Inability, with
all ths nalp and pullery you had, to have brougnt to lizgag g sinzle
®mg jor contribusicn Eowerd the 2stablishment of the Sruth abous the
Kennocy Sssassineticn, your vauating vanity compsis that you prastend
what you do nct steal outrigns is the result of Jour own work, You
cannot acknowlsdue thag anotier svsn bresthas, save for the minor ine
apprepriats zestures a4t cradlt £o thoss largsoly unknown and not tas
authors of' serious books.

PR Sty g g

This sieknssy of wind chisvrokerizgs JOUr sgpsurances as it dos3s your
writing, Bacause of 1%, s2nsrously promptod by the instinctive dia-
honesty that ig iﬁtrinsically your cheracter, In tihis nsw work you

havs tsken basically truthful story, tha% ¢f the abdicatiocn of tas

media, and so corruptad 1% that what is not falzs or dizstorted will
not ba creditad by intalligent psople.

And @ven thors you cannot restrict yourselp to the swful tputh, Tou

now it is a lic to wWeile and to say as you 413 lssar night that 15

publishers sgreed to do your book and then broke thalp words., Yog

know the ralatiV3ly low opinion they hsd orf Jour work, and its loy

Quellty until i: ¥238 meds ovoer - gnd not by you. I know whet & nume

ber of them though: cf your bock, for unsglicitedly they told me. ;
You lie, ang I nave been silans, ;




teleat go 1ibel publishers, You have iz,

Ls2st aot now - cua i casalorue - of nhas plagiarians,
sentatlonn, Pabric: A8 Gl WillPul lies. I will

:]
) LA YOd Saowlagly ang dal ASedy ubtersd last aias,
L 36 of <efaming v ana disgulsing your own thefts.
It is 9 deliberats lis to 8y that yowr Leok wss [laished a} befors
mine snd b) bufcre T did oav work: is the [lsls fou had & sonirrot

3

W " -
for thy dslivery of Four book that colnsldsd wish one I then had,
Botin called oy Mrran 15, 1965, publicstion. You ale nct deliver
Jour manuscplpt, 20d youwr new book testifles thes you zould e, thas
it wes angthing bus dons. I did, aad I havs reasipts for ths mailing
of zach chsptar, each of wnleh was insured. SIITUIVASH, as T bolieve
1ts text says, was nomplsted by aid-Psbrusry 19¢K.

It 19 even more of s 1is %o state that your boal uas complatasd bafors
I had dons= 2ay work ia ths fleld. It is mors Sen possible thas my
firat written worl: prraatss your "vrief’, Suoi fuious one whose publie
cstion so lacks & Yeotrote in dush to Judrrunt., Uthep zapecta of iy
WOIK dete Irom thw day of the assassinetica, st is Pretty early.

I think you should zlas know thae, glthoush 4t uas not desizn and slw
thouzh I ned not plennes o Sape the show - 2451¢ aot bring my owi moe-
chine and did ne: nEpuct Lorothy S0 Bs thspo - the tapss sie mede
include ths off-tho-pin gxchanges, ineludiny; your valngicrioua shorests,
tyaizal snd naver Derforned, and your aperllic approvel of Iterary
thelts,

It iz tae great trazady of our causa thab S L
eourz s Lo undertalls whot s requlrad to moie LoGas
this subject had to extash himself to you, & mey with las:
than a worn-cut whors. Alas, thareby Hold zusmes s pes i

that compesls we to aive them a cepy of thls lessep. {ovr you will
never stop ths thisvery, nsver end the neaty benind-the-back iltersry
knse and fingerswil work thst typilfies your sppesrencs in any form
unless it Is forcec upen you.

Iz our first exchsnge of ietters, in which, scside from your typical
Juvenile thrests of Irivelsus gults, you werz totelly non-responsive,
i ended with the promlse that {r Jou would therssfteor rsstrict Your=
8aif in public to wast we: true you'd heve no troubls from me. Lose
night I sgain told you that ir you would not flaunt your srookednsss
In my face, I would igznor: 1t in public for The sske of what T seak,
whether or not you sagk ths seme zoal., Thercafter T 21c.

Jinsersly,

dapold YWelsghane
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