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HATEVER ELSE ‘it may |

have achieved, the Warreh -

' Commission Report on the Dal-

* las. triple-assassination “of 1963

" stimulated | controversy. ~about

what kind of truth “somebody”
80 . desperately " néeds .to. . bury:

"+ peneath - such  an ~avalanche “of

. - hokum. ‘The official .version of
“the : crime. was: already: patently -

+* fraudulent and; in ‘this case, les

. behaved - in “the -nhormal -way:
-, their repetition and. amplifica- .
tion in the ‘Warren Report only.
made them more  painful, and

sordid. .

... These- books = tepresent two

#keptical attitudes toward . the

“sommission’s labors, and -inore

<. peomising . halibitt, shows- that
even young liberals are gagging

oh  the report’s “inconsisten-
cles” and “apparent "discrépan-

- warlants are to ‘come. Epstein's,
- & Cornell doctoral. thesis appro-.
.. Mristely. written. as though by a. .

cles” - — respectfully yet with -

some risk to their social equili-

brium. - Its mentor,  the - New'

Yorker's cautious ‘Washington
- gorrespondent Richard Rovere,
reassures us in advance that the

‘guthor - does not “even’ question .

e fundamental integrity? of
anyone . concerned: the. seven

. commissioners are : men . of -
. “known probity” -and further- -
s pjore the FBI:is “in many ways
an’ - estimable :  organization.”

Having originally swallowed the
official pill as the one that “best
suited me,” Rovere now “finds
it his:appalling duty” to endorse

. the . possibility -— which . would.

knock the. whole farrago for a

" loop—that theré was. more than -

. one. assassin.. Howéver, . Epstein
- “j3'riot saying there was. a Sec-
ond assassin .or .that proof of

- the existence of one-would nec- -

essarily alter .the -fundamental

_ nature of the case.”. . .
PRUDENCE COULD hardly go

_tion,
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further; ‘yet 8s -the motion 01,
our liberal intelligentsia. can be
measured, ; this, s ‘fast going.
Far more Drogressive plll-swal-

.lowers like LF. Stone and Har-

rison Salisbury have yet to show

‘the first slgns of regurgitation,

being preoccupied with ‘the state

" of Soviet justice. Our gratitude

for small and late mercles can-
not suppress memories of the
intelligentsia’s ultra-slow burn
over the “McCarthyist” inquisi-
the Rosenberg-Sobell case
and the Korean and Vietnam
wars, whosé Jjustice many of
them ‘mnow .question with Rover-
fan appallment. The . consola-
tion Is that, this time, no inno-
gent lives could have been sav-
ed by higher liberal inflamma-
billty. :

The "equally prudent Epstein.
classifies “most of the writing
‘on the assassination to date” as
either ‘“demonology Or plind
faith . .. the demonologists rea-
son that as all the facts were
‘not révealed,” the commission
' must have been party to_a con-
" piracy. to  suppress evidence.
This 15 not quite’ accurate, bu¥
~let, us demonologists take a bow.
In fact we, no more-Know just
“who 1§ In the “consp b
" just whom'if‘is designed to-pro-

L tect;  we. Jusbostate what. our .

senses percetve. Epstein himself

notes ,that most ’of .commis--

- "sioners - were - more. . absent than

present, and few if any could

in the ‘conspiracy than

'

RN

have had time. to reéad the gou-

lash they sighed. ) _
THE REPORT s the work of

a few staff lawyers whose clear.

purposé-—elthér. by someone’s
instructions or bec¢ause they just
“got .the wave-length”. from
President Johnson-was to pre-

sent more persuasively and less
crudely the “findings” of ths*

FBL Even so, the Hars cannot

always agree which lie to tell.
In the chaotic “investigation”

of the shots fired at Kennedy

‘(which had to be three in num- -

ber to support the one-assassin

_theory,. although demonstrably -

there were ‘more) (the. commis-

sion contradicts ‘the ‘FBI as o
“which ‘shots- did “what; ‘and the:
different .. statements. .of . Dallas. .

doctors - . and . Bethesda . au-

_topsists ‘make.  thé  confusion -
total. The doctors emerge from -
thé Warren Report like straight
- men in & vaudeville, trying fo be -
dignified as - the “Investigative”

- clows wham their. graying heads
‘with bladders. As for the police’s
performance, in a crime com-
mitted In the presence of more
cops than any In history, let us
*Just say 1t was unique.

With so much testimony re-
futing their QE.D. theory and

‘raising hobgobling out of the |

murk—for - example, that Os-
wald was an FBI informer at
$200 & month—the report’s au-
thors either fudged it to “prove”

what it disproved, or gave it a

lonely grave in the 26 volumes
‘of hearings and exhibits (of
which there was no free dis-
tribution; even the House Ju-
‘diciary Committee had to pay

B



476 for them, and they could
not be bought separately) — or
the witnesses were s!mply not :
called, - .
szmmmss Harold Weis- °
berg’s - .careful examination of .
all. 27 t{omes shows that, far:
from’ estubluhlnx the - official
theory they blow.it to lmlth- 4

by publishers  in - turning it
do ould. have ‘avery:

vinecing,” "exhaustive
responﬂble » “superb plecq

altemative \‘.o ap-,
ving” the . Warren Report is .-
-, oonclusion . that . Oswald -
ed neither Kennedy- .

'before the crime whose. “obvious
existence” both “FBI -and the
“Warren . ‘commisision * ignored. i
Welsberg also makes the best-" K
yet analysls of Marina Oswald's i
role and of Oswald's relations °
Mth Cub&na in the U.B—pre- U

\






