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~ NAZI SHOES ON AMERICAN FEET

WHY HAS THIS CONGRESSIONAL
BEENSHELVED?
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THESE YOUNGSTERS ARE .!;‘..7.!. SHOE WORKERS,
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HITLER'S FOOT-SOLDIER

THE SENSATIONAL STORY OF
JAN BATA'S UN-AMERIGANISM

by HAROLD WEISBERG

HI’I‘LER'S onrushing leglons were almost in Zlin. Jan
-1 Bata, Czech shoe king, paced the runway peside his
walting airplane, nervous and worried, Then an auto dashed
into the airport and screeched to & stop beside him. Ten-
derly he lifted out his only son; sick little Jan Jr., carried
him into the plane, raced the motor a few times, and zoomed
off into the east. In a few hours he landed in Bucharest,
Rumania, safe from the Nazi terrar,
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months later he landed
&S ik it bickel)" a refugee.

 Free America, which ann sumed 8,000,000 pairs
of his ahoes, held promise of a brightfuture for Bata. On his
2200 acres at Beleamp, Harford County, Maryland, about 20
miles northeast of Baltimore, construction had begun on &
shoe faetory and plans were drawn for five more. He wanted
for nothing, and his family was comfortable.

Maryland's farmers welcomed him and treated him
with respect. Hitler's enemy was their friend. He told them
of his plans, how he would give their sons work.

Thus began the career of America’s strangest refugee.

For & while everything went well, Senator Millard Tyd-
Ings, Bata’s neighbor and lawyer, arranged to bring into the
U. B. Czech “experts” and “instructors” for the Bata plant.
Then one summer morning some had their first doubts
JAN BATA (LEFT) AND U, 5. SENATOR MILLARD TYDINGS. == J about Bata. Every member of the graduating class of the
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Jay BaTA maronts most of his machinery from abroad, thereby
turning over American monay o the Nazis who dominate the
countries from which the machinery comes, B:

his own Czech workers unload and unpaek the precious goods.
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¥ons of the (Jovernment) filss contain any svidencs to
sstablish that ihe Bats Shos Gumvwltn.ﬂﬂlqh-hmun.ﬂtd
Statas are, at the present time, engaped in subvarsive activities bare,
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In most countries (1 2ing Caws =}
Bats ergenisation has sstablished or trisd to sstablish fastorics or

CoONFIDENTIAL DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HEPORTS show two things about
Bata: he defled the Child Labor Laws and, although his organi-
eation has not yet been labeled r “Afth columnist” group by
the U. 8., it Is part of a vast Nazi system of economic expansion.

high school in Aberdeen 8ot a booklet entitied, “Bata, Key to
SBuccess." It said Bata wanted Inexperienced boys and girls. He
would teach them not only how to make shoes, but aviation and
“mechanical, chemieal and electro-engineering " After working
all day, they would go tohis school at night. Under the Bata plan,

“as little unutilized leisure time as possible,"”

Ppage application even d
holdings, income, politics and personal:data about close relatives!

“Bee the world with Bata.” said the booklet, but the country-
side thought the plan rather Hitler-like. “Bata, Key to Success™
or “Key to Bata S 88," they dered.

Their protests reached the town couneil and Bata was forced
Lo give up the idea of regimen ting local youth.

By this time Bata employees, forced to labor longer than the
law permitted, for small pay on & fast assembly line, tried to or-
ganize & branch of the shoe workers union. Union organizers who
came to Beleamp from Washington were threatened.

That's how the story of America’s strangest refugee came Lo
the attention of the government. The union representatives made
formal charges against Bata. Several investigations were ordered.
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THESE EXCERPTS FROM A REPORT to the Secretary of State
from our Berlin embassy show that representatives of
the Czech Bata plant were Fiven power by the Nazis to
use dollar proceeds from U. 8. sales to buy hides and skins,
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THIS U. B. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR FORM allowed a Bata
empioyee, Robert Podzemny, to enter this country as a
visltor—purportedly to visit the World's Fair, With wire-
pulling by Bata Lawyer Tydings he Eol an extension.

He was charged with infractions of child-labor law—_the first !
of its kind in the State; of repeated violation of the wage-houde
law, and compelled to pay back wages and fines; and of abusing,
the immigration laws.
These investigations, never made public outside of officis
proceedings, developed some startling facts. They show thaf
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The author has conducted his own Investigation of Bata an
has found that his claims, almost without exception, are fraudu
lent. Government files; especially those of the State, Labor, Jus-
tice and Commerce Departments, are full of information about
him. These documents should see the light of day. Some are here
reproduced. 3

Bata's claim of poverty is false. He is the unquestioned dic-
tator of a tremendous Industrial empire sprawling through 4
countries on five of the six continents. Find a place of strategi
military lmparhmce—singapore. Malta, Panama, Hawail, th
Philippines, the Indies, Indo-China—and there you will find
Bata. His retail stores total 10,000. A conservative estimate of the
value of his many operations is $300,000,000 Although footwear
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Is aceordance with your lettar of Merch 12¢h mnd
pursuant to the stiached sertifisd coples of hearings con-
dugted befors the Departsent of Laber in Washington, &
prolizinary investigation of possible viclations of the
Ilincls Unecployment Conpensation dct by the Bata Shoe
Conpany has been concluded. This Invesiigation indicates
that the Bata Shos Coopany has failed %o report sarnmings
for a group of their scploysss and has not paid contributioos

on such sarnings. If this conclusion is substantisted by am
audit of the Buis Shos Cempany®s records, secessary lsgml

wiepa to compal proper reporting and puymemt of comtributicas
will be instituted,

I as returning \o you transcripts of procsedings
befors the United States Department of Lebor whish you werw
kind enough to permit us to use.

I sz highly sppreciative of your informatisn amd
coojeration in this smtter.

Bara pLEADED GUILTY to a charge of failing to keep proper
records In connection with his definnce of the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Act. He sald Lhe whole thing was an “agcl-
dent,” but records showed little support for his “mistake.”

fgis the basic product, they also make rubber and rubber products
(such as automobile tires), gas masks, synthetic yarns, machinery,
ime, cement, hoslery, and motion pictures. No, Bata s not poar.

tHis empire Is one of the world's wealthiest.
There is nothing American in Bata's conduct. Hig numerous
and repeated violations undermine our laws. His sweat-shop labor
practices and cut-throat competition are a menace to both labor
and industry, Both condemn him. His contempt for Amerieans is
own by his reason for having Czechs unpack machinery: #f U, 8.
Itizens did the job, he'd have gotten “junk, not machinery."”
Che wo! take could make about Blata is to believe

5
ap centration campsifor taking n few
ks out of the German territory. Not Bata, From his European
holdings, regulations nolwithstanding, he brought $2,500,000 into
he United States in 18 months.
The Nazls have been pushing machinery exports to get for-
Fign exchange, Bata admits that 95% of his machinery at Bel-
geamp comes from his plants abroad or from the Moenus com-
pany, a Nazl outfit
No Nazi product Is too small for Bata to use. Recently he
dised German-made ersatz heels.
E Some of Bata's activities have been scrutinized by the De-
partment of Justice in connectlon with Immigration matters,
Ihanks to Senator Tydings' ability to persuade Secretary of La-
or Frances Perkins that Bata’s reasons for wanting these Czechs

We therefore find the following facts:

(1) That the merchandise in question consists of certuin unfinishod
boots, consisting of calondered rubber soles, rubher foxing, and
uppers of velveteen, from Crochoslovakia,

{2) That such unfinished boots arn not within the purview of the
Presidontiol proclumation published in T. D. 46158,

(3) That thero is no fureign value, wo exportivalue, or no United
Btntes valye, as such values are defined in section 402 of the Tarilf
Act of 1030, for said infinished bools.

(4) Thut the proper busis for uppraisoment for said unfinished boots
is cost of produstion as that value is defined in seetion 402 (1) of the
Tarifl Act of 1930,

(6) That such eost of production for said unfinished boots iz 54
cents a pair, United States currency, the invoiced anid entered valuo,

(6) That the correet dutinbla value for said unfinishied boots is the
invoiced and entered valus.

We hold s o mattor of law that the correct dutinble value of the
instant morchandiso is that set forth in findings of fact 5 and 6, ns

above sel out, snd that the judgment of the coirt helow is hereby
affirmed. ;
T TuagmEnt Wil BE rendered accordinglys o, -

THE MUTILATED SHOE above shows the flimsy construction, the “Made
In Germany” heel marked so that its label disappears in the assembled
shoe. The Court decision shows how Bata Imports unfinished shoes,
adds parts here, saves his firm 70¢ per pair In custom’s duties.

were valld—and any shoe specialist could have alleged the oppo-
site—about 100 entered the country, many with their families,
whille bona fide refugees starved in Europe, The first 23 to present
themselves at Ellis Island hadn't even complied with the terms of
the permits. Senator Tydings wrote some mare letters on Senate
stationery and they became visitors to the World's Falr. They
then attempted to legalize their entry by calling themselves
“inventors, engineers, executives and experts.”

Each of these Czechs, who were to Instruct Americans, was
supposed to have five years of experience, Nonetheless, among T1
who arrived in August, 1939, was a 16~year-old girl; two were 17
years old, two were 18 years old, 44 were under 30 and all were
under 40, -

Some of these aliens have left. The Department of Justice
recently ordered 59 others deported because they were workers,
not teachers.

All of this has had a profound effect on Belcamp. The simple
folk who welcomed Bata as one of them are now against him.
Bitterly they point to issues of the local paper—Bata's—and show
where he advertises his miserable salaries. One week the best-
pald “girl” got $15.88 and the best-paid “boy,” $16.68,

Representative Edith Nourse Rogers (Rep., Mass.,) de-
nounced the company as “un-American” Her life was mysteri-
ously threatened. Department of Justice agents, concerned about
the same thing, concluded Bata was “very much persona grata"
to the Nazi topdogs, but “not at the present time” engaged in
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THAT ha 1 &n Ameriown cltiesn cod the Osnersl Hsnager

of the Smee Shaw Company, Ine., & Few York Corporstion, whdeh

13 opersting & shos fastory a% Belesmp, Mxryland;

THLT far the paui 50 years he has Sesn sssociated in verimus

cojeolklon Incidant to ths mankCemant &od operaticr. of shos

FALSE SWEARING MEANS NOTHING to Bata's cohorts. Jan Hoza,
manager of Belcamp, |s an American citizen (top). But when
It suited his purposes for a patent application, he swore he was
& cltizen of Czechoslovakia. Such practices are Bata methods.

Jax Bara (center), his Belcamp manager Jan Hoza (third from
left) and architeets worked for months in their Czechoslo-
vak office over plans for the proposed Belcamp factory.
These plans were completed before Bata “fled” to the U. 8,

activities that could overthrow our government. It is clear
that Bata is a menace. He has Nazi affillations. Something
ought to be done about it,

A year ago legisiation authorizing an investigation of
Bata was demanded, but it was pigeon-holed. Such an in-
vestigation 18 necessary. To any authorized commitiee,
CLICK will gladly present copies of the documentary evi-
dence supporting this story.

BATA OCCUPIES A STRATEGIC SPOT IN U. S.
1. Beleamp, Md., approximate center of Bata's 2200 acres. Bel-k_
camp is between the B. & O. and P! RIRY, |5 on/U 81 Rotite 40;

2. The Army Proving Grounds at Aberdeen.

3. 'The Army Chemical Warfare Station at Edgewood.

4, Glenn L. Martin airplane factory area.

5. Conowingo Dam, source of electric power for Phila. and sur-
rounding districts. Carries U. 8, Route 1 over S8usquehanna.

& Two R. R. and auto bridges over Busquehanna at Havre de
Grace,
7. Highways, Route 1 and Route 40, north and south.

8. Belcamp is approximately 50 miles from Annapolis, Md., where
the United States Naval Academy is located.
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