Experience Statement of
Harold Weisberg

Address 313 H Street, ', ashingten, D. C. Born 4/8/13, hiledelphia, ra.
Telephone Distriet 2108 Cingle, White

1927=-31 Wilmington (Delawarej High School
1931-34 University of NDelaware, Newark, Nel.,, 3 Years; didn't gradu-te.

Jobs:

1940-42 Free-lance writer :nd investigator, in sashington and elsewhere,
. specializing in anti{-Nazi stories. Jor = few months esrly in 1940

was ‘ashington correspondert of the magazine FRIDAY. Resigned in
June 1940, 1n September 1940 beran working for National "icture Maga-
zine "LICK, then attempting to remaxe itself from a cheesecake journal
into a light but serious publieati n. Shortly tlersafter became
CLICX's 'mshinston representative (quit February 1942 becsuse changes
in the control of this publication convinced me ite policy of strong
support of the war elfort was to be dropred). Investigated . nd wrote
series of nrticles under zeneral subject "Attem ted Nazi Invosion of
iAmerican Business.,” This meterial und work showed how the Nazis used
patent rights and cartels to further their anti-American designs., In
several cuses this m Lerial has been used by our government and the
British government. une of the storice in this series was considered
of sufficient inportance by the editors of LICK to Justify the expense
of reprinting it end sending it to Members of both Houses of Congress
and other important government offieials., Nume rous responses to this
meiling (about ¥Yay 15, 1941), ine 'uding sueh people es eabinet officers.
a Member of the Dies committee, nand J. Edrar Hoover, heesd of the F¥,B.I..
hailed this story as a contribution to tha defense program, A copy of
this renrint is sttached, In some of the casés of this type that I
exposed our government has tuken aetion, either =ssessing fines or fore-
ing the remowel of "unfrierdly" officiasls, Other anti-Nazi work for
CLICK included exposes of n:tive fusecist groups =nd an investigation
of the pro-Nazi, anti-Catholic organiz tions. Some of the m-terial
developed on this story (February 1941) is now comine out in the
Washinston Grand Jury action tmd in such newsnapers as the “ashington
I’Ost-

10/39- Began work on a book on the Dies committee and its work, including a
2/40 eareful examin tion of its record, witnesses, ete., and the compila-
tion of Iinformation on native feseist organizations and their leaders.,
This project has continued ever sinece, and while the work is nowhere
near completion I have amassed voluminous files of mi:terial, muech of
which is not uvailable slsewhere,

7/36~ lditor, assis :«nt secretary and investigator for the Subsomnmittee on
10/39 Edueation vnd L bor under S. Feg, ©8G, 74th Cong., U. ©. Senute

(better known as ‘he lLarollette Comnittee or the “enate Civil Liber-
ties Committee). is investigator pre wired the co mittee's first cise,
against the wost .urderous of ‘he nasty-anti-labor detective agencie s.
in September or uctober 1936 wes given added duties of editor =nd
cystodian of comnittee's record snd reports. Im this capacity I
edited the eo mittee's printed material, totaling nbout 20,000,000



w¥ords and .boyt 50 books, uring this job | bed up to ooyt 2% peonle
workin - updep "y dreetfoyn, bepdled »1) the cosmittee's rely ¢ line
with the Tovercmant "Finting iffize, eomiilud the malli; ¢ list, be ‘an
the prapucetion or uhin‘ex, eies  Lftar ha'lsn - with the eonmi ttoe Loup
s 1l1ttle more thim o Y®ar, | was ms e ‘asisruny, deeratary (the 8500
tery, -obarg “Ohlforth, w g the cdmi. iy (Frtive hend of 1he eo=nlttog),
: handled BanY of 1he 2ol t geo'y Peletions wigy Vericus Lovarnment
atencies and dan rh-mnu, ineludine obtal nin Lhirps fop the committoy
Bad omking the 20 mitteuts informs =f e “vallable to the rovernment, 1
Wag selecteq by ‘hs “@puriment o Jastioe %o Tauresent the 80t tee
in the 1y prosgoution of +), Harlan Consrireay omae, Livelving the
rroszeution g1 the Harlan Courty, K¥e, ocoml Operators and their hireq
thuge (suiiey 1928), Thig ¥a8 sn impertunt labor tage, ap imnortunt
thut for Tenthe wg *he nows Bervicos ung nany of he largest napers
maintein i a.u05 Sorresvondents <p ‘ondon, “Yey to covap the procsag-
inis, In Yurious FaYS, laomyg of ny knowlsdee of "he fegrm gng the
country, | wag “ble tp tisist the TOTHPt gt , My work onp ‘he co =it
toe gnve me many ~nd brosd fontacts with tha ) bor novenent mn: upn
iusight inte busi ang an ;| indusipy unfortun toly Jenied nany peracny
goi eosed wi th Iu-:unry.

‘rior to thia saplovmeng | Yam n eler: {n the KAk of +pe ‘soartue ¢
of “gricultupe, Hefore soming Lo Yashin on I hxd thrge 7eurs' sxrert.
SR8 re orting .ng Sorresondin. for the * {lmineton (Del, ] dorning
Newn, the Suntay gup ('.'-ﬂmln.qrton, -8l.}, wup verious other papers
for whioh . ‘Pote ooenston ly. une of Lhemwag the ol., now defunet,
"Biladelrhg . Tedgep Tervige, & Service syndiosgeq to about g0 Sunday
Papers, | g4 by-11 o fosturs wor for them, 1p one of thaege atoring
(I belieys for the first time 4n ~mrics) the JTa anene “ein Xamrf,

the Tanaky liemorial, wag X osed, low -, bluerrins pop Jupanese
world eon yes- is orp ratively well know:, (I wrore o atory ror
SLICE om 1t, arps pig, on Ausust 15, 1941, nredioting what Japan 414
thre monthe lrter, “hia story wes, se et T know, ‘ne firet one
for out g yeurs on ‘hig eub feat - ng the Mret s owin- whet Jn-an'y
Pline menp: for the 1, : o)

I wil] va Eled to Provide any 8ther {nlep slon the mizht be iesired,



Supplementary exceriencs s'a'e ent by Eareld "eisberg (append *o nt:tement filed
4-1l=48 )

Durins my inveatigutions o Nemi-eorceeted businosscs, 7ot » general un:sr-
s"anding of how ihe imternational cartels and p-tent desls sork, csrecis:ly in
thelr affeot upon Amerion's productive ability mnd wer effort, ‘eversl of tha
storics . wrote on this subjeet showsd low, throush the patent dealm, Nezis or
Nagi-controlled corpormtione were (ble to restriet ‘meriosn pro uestion of visal
m teriels, suek us ;lastles and drugs. 4uoh of =y wors is unpublished for sev-
or.l remsons. chisfly the reluctacee of publications to "go ufter” or ™ amear”
large ndvertisers and, in ibe esse of C.I1CL, the foelipg that the freeszing of
funds by axeeutive order anded the -0i % of suek atorice, a fealing [ did not
and do nol shere. Another svgle | pursued was to show how, through knewled:e
enived by putent rel:tiona, the Nemis wers nile to s curstely estimcte our pro-
duetionr of vital muterials,

“he stories and in cetigntione ©f " he uiove descriprior, both nublimhed and
unpublished, wre as followm:

Jon Bata, the so-callod “zee: shos king (a:pe~red in "L10¥K for Fabrusry 1941,
although I Aid ihe wor in keyeh snd ‘uust of 140)

Kiroata Corp. (previcusly known ss “rupp-Niresta Corp. - uapublished)
folm & Heas, 'ne. (makers of "laxiglus - see below)
iehering Corp., and saverul other drug concerns (sce below)

Jaseo, ‘ne., (This story, whick ! disesovered in duy 1941 wnd wes unsble to sell
#fter =y investigntion wne comnleted, hes recently beooms # matter of publie
resord before the "ruman cemittes., 1 WeRo o my Informaiion over to the apart-
mert of Justine after 1o reod [ ocoulda't do anythin with {t. “hins information
shows ! the deal hetwaer .. G, Tarbem, the vust Naxl ohemical nnd iye trust, and
ctamdnrd 041 So. (N, J,) with :eference 10 rre0:ing ~u synthetie rubber patents,
corgresaman iohm Co ‘fee of sshlicton used Shim terial in sn unsuccessiul
sttept to et a Jomrreseionsl invesilgetion of the srlotions between American
and Naxl corvor tians,)

These ~re the wo-+ im ortant items, | also work-d on light metals - sluminum,
mognesiwy, beryllium) druge in several, in s:dltion o the sex bormone snyls on
‘he -ohering storyj the patest lewyer set-up, which showed thut firms handling

8 larse amount of the patant-reglstreorion and rusigrment businesa were alaoc re re-
sented in the direotorates of certein iaizledomin.ted or sontirolled "front™ cor-
rerutions; “he teoh i ue employsd by ‘he Husls to obtsin money to Sheir oredit

im this country, s=ta,

In addition, conducted = short invews:igation of 'he beakicg o ren cments whersdy
relations vetween Cerzan and imerican corparations wore hendled. In this sonnedw
tlon T interviewed o flotsls of tie 'wise Fask verpor«%i n ant obizino: ‘ren them
the - dmigsion they were used as owner-frounts by Hu2i cor-orztions, that ‘hey
trenanitted fumis to Nazit asor-ormtions, eto,

The Butm mtory, put inte the ‘on ressiens] record by Jon: ressman ! rank Hook of
Hishis m om or - boutl-Be4l showed the Rsture of the deal Beta mede with the “uzis,
in this cese, agents of Hermann Goring; the mannsr in which Nasis "pareuade”



businessmen who might not evoyerste willingly to scorerste com; lately} the cone
nections of Bata employees with the Lestapo and Geruan . rmy, etg,, . also shoved
the strategic locatiom of hata emterprises both in the U, 5. amd throurhout the
rest of the world, ireluding the unusual story of his operations and comnivings
in South Amerien, all of which eould »nd undoubtedly 414 work te the i lvantage
of Hitler,

"he Nirosta story wes never published, thourh (eonfidentinlly) the Hritish
¥inistry of 'conomie "mrfi.re was interested -nd borrowed wy dooument:tion. This
investigatic n showed another Nazi pattern, how an affort wes made to enforce
questioneble poients through » du'my ecorromtion and st the stme time learn the
extent of production of certain valuable and esmential steels. In this cage, an
effort was made by Nirosts Corp. to exae® a very hirh royalty on the use of the
cruestionable and other patents, royalties which would have made the cest I Liese
atesls uvrehibitive and might have seriously sabotaged the dsfense programn, with
grentest « fect upon shipbuilding and muniilons mamafacturing. This story was
not published becvuse C! U seheduled it to mppear iumediately after the announce-
ment of the frermin: of i\xis fumds. in this case, as in all similar instances,
#lso ‘raced the ownership and officials of ‘he cornorati on, showing the lazi
dominetion., Jn such cames ! obtained documentnsion. U"hile werking or the Niresta
investigation, ! was tol? by an ol'ficer of o large and !wportant defonse plant
thst many industrinlists were followir - ny stories and considered them important,

"he Fohm & Hamas bus‘'ness is something that, exeert for my story, a cory of which
was submitted with vy applic tion, wes unknown and untouched un:til tocay. Toay
the enate atents Commit'se zent into this mter and at the mouent ! ipect to
be crlled by them, This story showed perhe:s be'ter than uny other the techni ue
by which Naz! cor-orati-me and, of oourse, the linii government, controlled the
use ol importsn: materials in this eountry, .t showed the monetary profit to

the Hazis, showed how t'e Nazis preventod ‘he confiscation o° the veluasble patant
rights ty the U. o, Covrnment and, in fect, antioi-uted the uction our govemment
finally tocks | was informed by the imti-"rust “ivislon of the epariment of
Justios that my investigation .n.! testimony bLefore ihe grand jury would be enough
to get an indictment of the Yohm % Amas compeny, if a sample of the tiype of
investigations . comiucted in this field is desired, . will be glad to provice
the elrborate documentation | obtained documentstion so ol bor: te that & iirector
of the eorvoratio. and¢ i'a secretary were mmazed at it. “efore . conducted thie
investigation snd wrote the story, mothing was knowm bout this corporstior and
its aotivities, wven by it eompetitors iz the plustios field. “he mos! i{mpor-
tent ‘obm % Haas product and petente are lexiglas, “he beat synthotie glans,
ueed on sll our milit ry plancs,

"he eharinye investigation mnd story showed how the Mazia wers sble to restrict
rroduetion on important drugs, ireluding the vital anti-shoe: serums, how they
were able to wago their pagulisr kind of total wer iu “outh americunthrough the
Americsn eorrorstion, chering, by scemins %o Lresk the Iiritish blookades, how they
wore sbdle to preserva thelr business for thomselves after thia was by a varently
contimuing to serve their cusbeoners in spite of ke war, Aand thin-s of tmnt seort,
0 this invesiigstion . also exposed one of the techni-uws by monns of which the
Nazis "Americanize”™ their subsidi-rias, “ehoring and sinmiler eorporetions which
1 invostigated have vaid the U, ", {54,000 in fines since the publiostion of my
work. In addition, nine imrortun’ officials hawe been foweed ou! by the reasury
and renlaced by porsons of «stablisg'ed loyalty. The iouth ani “entral American
affilirtes of this corvormtion »re now on our “blacklist.” In all, follow ng the
publication of my =rticles, sbout 20 corroratiecns T oxposed have buen 1{rneluded

in this blasklist.



Congressman idolph Sabath of l1linedis plsoed the “oham & Haas story and documents

in the Congressional -geord apd meoe a spesch drawing asttention Yo the importanes
of the wo tant situstien. I believe the Sehering story was also pluced im ihe
Congre-sional ‘ecerd, dwt ' do mot now recell by whom, sttsched are a statemsut
from the ‘riends of emecrsecy demending =etiom sgalnst ''chm & Hass, followins my
expose, end n ireusury precs release showins the vetion ngainst Jchering, seven
and & half monthes ofter my -rrigle avreared, The late Congressman Lawrsnoe
Conpery of lmsshshusat's m:=<e » apesoh on the flour of the House of "epresentatives
on iwsustl?, 1941 (Congrescional "esor: Ne, 149, psges TRB0-81), in which ke -eid
of the work I have done for "1 710H:

“1% happens, ¥Mr, Spesker, that ] am familiar with some of the work of ithis
magoni ne, and T think it Is prolseworthy. . know of no ublisation whigh
has heen more eonsistently <n? sineerely opposed to nazi-ism or which has
fouslt this bligh® upon eividisution more relentlessly. (0is months ago
there was a documented artiocls cleerly se iim: fort: the mennse of Jan
nts, so-oalled mesh shoe kin-, = Hitlerphile, who 12 now on our South
jmerican hlueklist, lLater thaere were =riicles showing how the Nazis were
extragting tribute Cron ameri an iudus ry, leslin: chiefly with the “ebm
& Hans Go. #nd the -cherins Jorporation, Another artiele whiek I recall
axposed the violous campaign «:@inmst Ameri-an 'atbolics waged by Hiwer's
minions herc~-now openly direeted over the . erlin rmdleo, i may sdd,

"Ar enlightened end ‘nformed publile is, in -y opinica, ‘r. Spanker,
dengeraey’s first line of ‘efense. . want to eo-mend ihe eidtors of
Cliek for thuir labors, for by treir invectigetions sn. Sheme rriisles
they hnve mude n real e-ntridution to our m tional defenses,”



