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Thursday, M
arch 26, 1998, S

ection B
W

 
A

 w
eekly report on issues and happenings in 

t
f 

The N
ew

s JourneYBO
B H

ER
BER

T 
D

rs. D
avid P

latt, 83, and E
thel P

latt, 81, have retired 
from

 practice but rem
ain active in com

m
unity service. 

Physicians iim
t patien6' needs ahead of pay 
B

y JIM
 P

A
R

K
S

 
S

p
e

cia
l lo

 T
h

e
 N

e
w

s Jo
u

rn
a

l 

P
E

N
N

Y
 H

IL
L

 —
 C

hildren 
&

 F
am

ilies F
irst co

m
m

em
o
-

rated
 a to

tal o
f m

o
re th

an
 a 

cen
tu

ry
 o

f p
lacin

g
 serv

ice to
 

the com
m

unity ahead of per-
so

n
al g

ain
 recen

tly
 w

h
en

 it 
p
resen

ted
 D

av
id

 an
d
 E

th
el 

P
latt w

ith its annual J. T
hom

p-
son B

row
n aw

ard. 
T

h
e P

latts p
racticed

 to
-

g
eth

er as fam
ily

-m
ed

icin
e 

physicians in V
V

iL
m

ington from
 

th
e 1

9
4
0
s u

n
til th

eir retire-
m

ent in 1989. S
oon after that, 

D
avid P

latt, now
 83, organized 

a free serv
ice w

h
ich

 sen
d

s 
d

o
cto

rs in
to

 s
c
h

o
o

ls
 to

 ta
lk

 
- • 	

•  

ab
o

u
t h

ealth
. H

e is still in
-

volved w
ith the service, now

 
operated by the M

edical S
oci-

ety of D
elaw

are, and is a vol-
unteer at the C

laym
ont C

om
-

m
unity C

enter's health clinic. 
E

thel P
latt, 81, tutors learn-

in
g
-d

isa
b
le

d
 stu

d
e
n
ts a

t 
S

pringer M
iddle S

chool. 
T

h
e
 P

la
tte

, w
h
o
 liv

e
 in

 
R

id
g

ew
o

o
d

, are b
o

th
 activ

e 
w

ith
 th

e
 U

n
iv

e
rs

ity
 o

f 
D

elaw
are's A

cadem
y of L

ife-
long L

earning. 
"T

hey are tw
o exceptional 

people w
ho have contributed 

su
b

stan
tially

 to
 th

e co
m

m
u

-
n
ity

 fo
r m

an
y
 y

ears," said
 

M
ary M

. Johnston, president 
o

f th
e b

o
ard

 o
f C

h
ild

ren
 &

 

F
am

ilies F
irst, a social-service 

agency. 
F

rom
 the beginning, they 

served a population w
hich w

as 
undereerved and continues to 
be,w

hether they could pay or 
n
o
t. I d

o
n
't th

in
k
 it e

v
e
r 

o
ccu

rred
 to

 th
em

 n
o

t to
 d

o
 

that kind of w
ork." I 

D
avid P

latt said he and his 
w

ife decided in the 1960s to 
keep their offices in the city 
"because that's w

here the need 
w

as." 
"W

e thought people needed 
care no m

atter w
hat their in-

com
es w

ere. W
e had patients 

w
ho could afford to pay and 

did, but that w
as never the first 

thing w
e thought about," E

thel 

P
latt said

. T
h

e P
latte w

ere 
am

o
n

g
 th

e first p
h

y
sician

s in
 

th
e area to

 reg
u

larly
 accep

t 
M

ed
icaid

 reim
b
u
rsem

en
t as 

full paym
ent. 

E
th

e
l P

la
tt sa

id
 c

u
rre

n
t 

m
ed

ical-in
su

ran
ce p

ractices 
have dam

aged doctor-patient 
relations. "Y

ou m
ight go to a 

fam
ily

 d
o
cto

r fo
r y

ears an
d
 

su
d
d
en

ly
 fin

d
 o

u
t h

e's n
o
t o

n
 

th
e list [o

f ap
p

ro
v

ed
 p

h
y

si-
c
ia

n
s] a

n
d
 y

o
u
 h

a
v
e
 to

 g
o
 

som
eplace else," she said. "T

he 
problem

 is that it's for profit -
to m

ake profits for the stock-
holders and enable executives 
to

 m
a
k
e
 th

o
se

 fa
n
ta

stic
 

salaries." 
S

ee D
O

C
TO

R
S

 —
 P

age 2 
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FR
O

M
 P

A
G

E
 1

 
W

ith a doctor of m
edicine de-

gree from
 the U

niversity of P
enn-

sy
lv

an
ia an

d
 an

 in
tern

sh
ip

 at th
e 

old W
ilm

ington G
eneral H

ospital 
behind him

, D
avid P

latt hung out 
his shingle at F

ourth and F
ranklin 

streets in 1941. T
hree m

onths later 
he w

as drafted into the A
rm

y M
ed-

ical C
orps. M

ost of his W
orld W

ar 
H

 serv
ice w

as w
ith

 a reg
im

en
tal 

field
 aid

 statio
n
 in

 th
e S

o
u
th

 P
a-

cific theater. H
e w

as discharged in 
1946 w

ith the rank of m
ajor. 

E
th

el P
latt receiv

ed
 h

er m
ed

i-
cal degree from

 W
om

en's M
edical 

C
o

lleg
e o

f P
en

n
sy

lv
an

ia an
d

 in
-

tern
ed

 at F
ran

k
fo

rd
 H

o
sp

ital in
 

P
h
ilad

elp
h
ia "w

h
en

 n
o
 M

im
in

g
-

to
n
 h

o
sp

ital w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e m
e b

e-
cause, or so they said, they didn't  

have facilities for a fem
ale intern." 

S
he took over D

avid P
latt's prac-

tice in 1942. 
A

lthough both w
ere undergrad-

uates at P
enn, they did not m

eet 
until they w

ere in m
edical school 

an
d
 atten

d
ed

 a stu
d
en

t co
n
v
en

-
tio

n
. T

h
ey

 m
arried

 a y
ear later. 

T
heir only son, R

ichard, and his 
w

ife, O
rah, are both physicians. 

T
hey teach at H

arvard U
niversity 

m
edical school. 
D

avid P
latt said it w

as natural 
th

at th
eir p

ractice b
e d

irected
 

m
ainly tow

ard w
orking-class pa-

tients. "T
hat w

as the background 
w

e both cam
e from

," he said. 
H

e grew
 up over the shoe-repair 

shop his father, Joseph, had at 214 
K

ing S
t. and w

ent to W
ilm

ington 
H

ig
h

. E
th

el P
latt's fam

ily
, th

e 

F
ried

m
an

s, h
ad

 an
 au

to
.-acces-

sories store and sidew
alk gasoline-

fueling business in the F
ishtow

n 
section of P

hiladelphia. 
T

hey both attended college on 
scholarships. 

D
avid P

latt said the ready avail-
ability of m

edicines that w
ere not 

even in the conceptual stage w
hen 

h
e b

eg
an

 p
ractice is th

e b
ig

g
est 

change he has seen professionally, 
b
u
t th

e m
o
st sig

n
ifican

t d
iffer-

ences have show
n up in schools. 

"K
ids today are routinely deal-

ing w
ith things that alm

ost never 
cam

e up in our tim
e. T

hey're ex-
perim

enting w
ith drugs, alcohol 

a
n
d
 se

x
 a

n
d
 at 

y
o
u
n
g
er an

d
,,,. 

younger ages," he said. 
"O

nce in a w
hile in the past gen- 

eration; you'd have a [young,'un  

m
arried] person go off to 'live for a 

few
 m

onths w
ith a relative in som

e 
o

th
er city

,' b
u

t n
o

w
 teen

 p
reg

-
nancy is open and just about every-
one at least know

s som
eone w

ho 
has been involved in that or som

e 
other problem

." 
P

latt said he gives students his 
h
o
m

e telep
h
o
n
e n

u
m

b
er an

d
 in

-
vites anyone w

ho w
ants to ask a 

question or talk about som
ething 

privately to call. 
"O

n
e n

ig
h

t I g
o

t a call fro
m

 a 
girl w

ho said she and her boyfriend 
w

anted to have sex and w
anted to 

know
 w

hat precautions to use," he 
said. 

"S
he w

as 11 and the bO
yfriend 

w
as 1

2
. I tried

 to
 d

issu
ad

e th
em

, 
but, needless to say, I didn't sleep 
very w

ell that night." .. 
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From the desk of 

DRS. DAVID and ETHEL 

/ 


