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Dear Howard, 7/29/12

Avakened before daylight this a.me, too wide awake to 8o back to slecp, I'd planned
to intersperce overdue mowing with other work today after taking Lil grocery shopping, but
I soon wealized I am too weary. I then psanued to fake a nap on retunr, But getting your
7/26 reply and Cyril's 7/20 changes that. I'll write what I think I should in haste and
then try to nap. Recent evernts, not this flap, have, I think, caused an emotlional rather
than an essentially physical weariness.

Your lotter does surprise me. I hasts to add, it also pleases me not so much because
you have come around to what is essentially my viow and done that independently (unless,
perhaps, partly in reactionxz to the excess Pressures Sylvia and others have ¥isited on you
and their inability to confront anything) ag much as by the way you have put it 11 together
in your own way. From the onc hasty reading while i1 was in the store I recall nothing
you gaid with which I am not in aeccord. However, from that hasty reading I am loft with
impressions that your are less constructive thgn you could have beenm, have left yourself
in tho position wherc the rabids may deliberately misrepresent your positions and motives
and particularly will suggest that I subverted you, and have not made as adequate a record
in some areas as you might. Therefore, I suggest another lotter to him amplifying and
clarifying yours. You can decide for yourself whether or not you want to do this, vhether
or not you went to tell him that these are my ideas based ona reading of the exhcange,
and the other views I'll probably include. I will be making no distribution within the
criticial comunity but I place no restrictions on you. I would like s set of your exchange,
if you have no objection, for friends ofl my years who I think would went to read them.

You realize I'1l not have tdme to organize this, and I don't know if you will bs in
sccord. Again I emphasize the decision is and must be yours and whatever way it is I accept.
You do not detect what I think he is really up to in that other materials jagz. He

is really up to using what I developed, and if he is there is nothing I can do about it.

I don't went or like it, but I also have other reasons for foelkng he should not even think
of it, Hy feelings abjut all this cheap thisvery are unchanged but I think, if ane on my
position can think with detachment with such an involvement, the more iwportant reasons are
his inability to use them in context, something I think he will be blind to, and my desire
to be able to counter any poasible adverse cousequences,

I think he and the others have filtered my views where thoy know them, to eliminate
that which they find uncongenial. You know that I have always felt that if the government
had purposes to serve by having onec of anti-Lattimer views sec this stuff it can be arranged
and would be. Nichols will see this stuff, for emample, if not Chapman, I think you should
spoll this out to him and add that to your knowledge I was asked to submit the name of an
sxpert to examine this material in my behalf Reiore he got an answer from MHarshall an that
I refmsed. Two solitdtations, too, not one. You have seen them,

If it is by no means certain that the press and others will react as I and now you
anticipate, we feel the posasible gain is not worth the risk and that Cyril slone among
the gpplicants enjoys the statube he has which can magnify the damage but his not seeing the
stuff would not eliminate the hazard. However, his being a reserve for countering any

dirty-work is no longer possibles I will come back to others aspects of these thinms
but I want to get to specifios while they are in my mind,

It is not enough to make an inventory, or&ocomparemerlstinginventory, like the
panel's, which he has because I gave it to him, I think he should make a careful, described
Imventory of his own and then conpare. I think it is, as you say, that he should rostriot
himself to the materials covered by the contract becausc the other stuff can be done
anytime, whether it is in my view ehtical or unethical, end he can't in two full days do
what he should do with the film alone.

He shpuld prepare a list in advance of what a full and complete autopsy record should
include and be able to say where this is deficient. If he prepares his list in advance from
his own professionsl experience and tralning, he will also have a check list of what to
look and ask for and in each case he will have an adequate record of what is not there or
what was not done. There is, for example, hazard in asking for the tests in the supplementary
report and finding that a slide he can't vouch for shows scorching, which is typcal of
entrance wounds, but there is no hazard in saying that there is no slide in what he was

shown to_show that the required similar tissue testing was done for the anterior neck
wound, all of the originai body tissue being present at the time of the autopsy, it having



but cut through only by Perry's scalpel. He knows about the absence of X~rays or testing
of the left hemisphere and its urggncy in any competent autopsy.

What X~rays and pictures that should have been taken ure not there? The area in which
he can add to what we know is not by stealing what I have done and pretending it is Mis,

a fairly clear intent to meland I have no objection to your telling him I feel this way end
feel I can, should 1 ever have the desire, make a fair case of it) bt by sticking to his
discipline, staying entirely out of pretended solution to the crime or notive or respone
sibilities outside the autopsy , or Oswald's guilt or innocence. The one way he cen diminish
the poseibilities of counterproductivity is by sticking to his profession and doing with

the autopsy what Sylvia and I in our original books dld with the “eport. He should focus

on the autopsy to the exclusion of overything else, there and afterward.

If it is not a complete autopsy, what should have becn done that wasn't, Here the
advance list I suggest could be inveluable, because he need only check it and then, where
he thinks it necessary, meke further notes. For this I'd recommend a tape recorder rather
than the time for writing.

Chain of possession on the film-is it there in a written record? If so, that rccord
is very important. He has no way of evaluating it so he should cuplicate if, and if he
can't with xerozes he can on tape. I can later tell if this is an honest record. _

Damage to the X-raye. Is it explained? Does it obliterate anything that was originally
captured on the exposed film or is it in the margin and does it dustroy nothing?

Agsides I had thought of writing him but folt I'd botter preserve my detachment in the
event it is necessary tc comter, if there is adverse regotion.

There are three contradictory wersions of two batches of film, that of the contract
that of the panel (which read overything and made no ref. to the corment of the contracts,
and Lattimer's. This kind of thing is quintessential, but his lack of lmovledge may mask
it from him, It is wmuch more impirtant than duplicating and cribbing cy work, which you
can tell him is all alveady on paper and has been for a long time. You might remind him
he has read the esrlier purts of P, for you have seen his lotter on it, and that I did
tell him what was in ediately necesaary for his understanding when I got the other stuff,
You will recall that you got me the skeleton chart I still have by the phone, and as soon
as I got it I phoned him and discussed this with hin on his word he would prederve my
coufidence, so he knew it long before anyone sent him copies in all cases, in my vieu,
obtained improperly aud wnethically. He knows that this is in the Archives, in fact,
only becausc others breached that confidenca.

low it is not posslble for there to be film that the panel could read and describe
and filn that was exposed to light by an agent. He ghould meke full notes on the note
or record about this lighi-exposure for later comoarieson with the panel and Lattimer
reportse And he should note with each picture every mark or identification that appears
on each, leaving nothing out beceuse any mark cen have a significance he may not lmow,

You know, for example, that I have material ou this not in the Arghives. You alsoc aan

tell him this but not its content. It is in the part of PM I didn t eend him. What T am
really saying in this and other things is that he is goinf %o have to search his souls, if
much oo late, tc ee if he id after glory on the cheap or there for the serious purposes
he pretends to himself probé?‘bly and to others certainly are his exlcusive interest. Un this
_lay it directly on the line for the future, as explicitly as you can, because what is
rgzll,y necded is thing kind of thing that he can do and I can't and that I have not done,
He gerves no bhonest or honorable purpose in duplicating or steeling what I have already
done and he knows i have, but he can serve legitimate purposes by doing vhat needs to bee
Bvery detail, not matter how beyond seeming significence or his comprehension, is important
or at least potentizlly so. This is the one chance to get it because Hichols is an ego-
mandiacal nute And the creaturs of preconceptions, as are all of those with vhom Cyril can
consult. I assmue this iseludes Bud opd Smith, both of whom are extremely rabid and no less
ignorant, Smith started preparing for this long, long ago and in every discussion I have
had with him still lacks elemental unders$:nd. Bxample: he was durding the late winter &tdll
looking for expiosive bullets but badlist yet studied enough to know if their use wasindicated
br the scene or permitied by the lmown evidence.



Aside: when under “ylvia's pressure he belatedly wrote me, I told him that I did not
consider that my association with it made right oui of wronge Sut I did not turn him down
on consuliation, s.id that .ould be contrdiled by conditions at the time he might see the
ptuff, sud until then could not uake a final decision. I am not now dusposed %o chu »
but this kind of thing as dk=ma contrasted with a cram course in the assassination I'd

undoubtedly have done, once I knew what his intent and purposes are. If he is, as 1 suspeot,
gojng to do what I tidnk he intends, in my view sieal my work which he lmows about only
because he and others violated my confidence-and as you know this extends to Gary's source
of duplication of it,ul'd not be party to any of it

You might tell him that I bad exhausted my administraiive rcmedies on much of this
stuff and in one form on all of it and abdandoned what o your knowledge is an enormous
work because of its possible counterproductivity. To a degree you go into an area of this
in your excellent exposition of the poilitical ramifiifations and potentials. He should be
able to see receipt s and rocords on which he should not- colment without those in a position
to now their meaning and potential. You should undef#tsand that Bud is by far the most
severaly anti-Kennedy of all, and I presume Bob is similar,

He should be prepared to give some acceptable explanation of his Long John remaks on -
who di¢ the lkillings if asked by the press, aad he should anticdjate that, whether or not
he is, some will be briefed on it in sufficient detall and I have already testgd enough
correspondents to know that this will turm all the press off 1£ it is pulled, e may actually
believe that drek, bt if he does is werely refleots his ignorance and irresponsibility.

So, ha dlin this may be touchy. My own view is that this also requires that he stick to
the stuff covered by the contract so he can say uothing else is relavant, that he has, as
a professional forensic pathologist (forepsic), studied only what is allegedly covered by
the contract, an. that in the context of the two proctocols and the pancl report, and that
is all he will %talk about. If he dous this and rattles ofi the encrmous inventory of {laws,
faults, stupidities, culpabilities, omisaions and pledn misrepresentations wnd lics he way
have a chance of keoping tiis in proper perspective ani prescrving his own roputation, which
the determined prees can more easily rwin that I think he moy be willing to conceive. 1
have canvassed compotent reporter friends on this and they 1004 confimm this opinicn, I
beliove , I Rinformed you of this a t the time. He should understand that he cgn be ruined,
that it thereafter can be used against him every: time he takes the stand, and he should
especlally not lose sight of Fishords open animosity toward him anc Fisker's cuormous
stake in what Cyxil now does. 1 bave never believed in retwrndng evil for evil, for it
accomplishes nothing. But not to save Cyril, in which I now can't pretend fo Lave an
interest, but to save us and all the work we have done, if he agrees to restrict hdumself
2100% as I have outlined, I'd probably work vith him on this. snd wy news and public-
relations experience could augmont considerably my knoluedgs of the facts Without this
spocific comuitment and that in writing L' not consider ite. In fact, I cun concelve of
havin. to go after him vigorously if this does backfire, because that also will be necessary
for our curvival and the prevention of what way be preventable in the further burying of
truth in the full not the fictional sensc of the unthinking,and therc are some rgporters

I could and would background so thuy could ask the right questions and try to keep this
clean and from ruining hime I have several in mind. I have spoken to at least onc already.

Also, if he foliows wha 1 considor the honorable rather than the seli-secking course
and does com.it himself to doing the roully exzhaustive job that should be done on this
stuff and can't be done adequately in two full days, I might go to lls press conforence as
.a writer. Conversely, if he does, i'm might be even more intorested in doing that. ind heshould
understand the full import of the latter. He should alse undersisnd that if this backfires,
as you know, I have already laid a foundation of others having a possihle interest in oy
having a press confepence ol my own, and you loow enough of what I have written to know
what I can do, and would be tempted to, whether or not I did, and what that cen do to him.
He may be blind to this but you are not. Don't give him details because if this does ldck
back, the best I can hope for is puny enough and 1'm not throwing anything away in advance.
My prime consideratlion is reducing wbat haim can't be eliminated. And if he choses to
taice this as @ threat, I wouldn't argue the point. Meaning I wouldn't, not counsel to you.

The chains of possession records should be listed, dated and all signatures should

be recorded, Of th. things he may not know along this line that may later be jmportant
may be the names of David Acheson and Evelyn Lincoln, to name a few. also Kellsy, etc. and



any records of or receipts for the showing of anything to naybody. If he sees not, he
should make a note to ask and be able to noie the answer, if any, Here also dates are
inpirtant, as you know, but DON'T tell him why.

At the beglnq‘.mg o tjis graph I had a long call from my mothur. 1t wrenched ny nind
foom this and what 1'd written but I've no tine to reread, It is nov almost noon and I'll
have to make a special trip into town to madl this so you cun get it promptly as nossihlc/

T will want to file these things uader Yyril :nd under you, so 1'1l prohebly include
a carbon, which will be easier to read, and you cen return whicher you want for my Cyril
file. If you have extra copiss of what you sent, I'd like coples for that file, too.

These records on possession JthLLu. be exitonded tp the clothing. Don't tell him the
i portances. He'll know only one. L dou 't want to give this way ncedlessly and nore, I
don't want to blow anything or get him into anything not of his own knowledge. “ecause
of his lust for glory, he'll do enythdng that might budld him up or give him a headline,
but neither is a legitimate rcason for seeing this stuff, I Wibh he could forget his ambition
and stick to his last. One impirtance he should kno., but don't oven say that. Just tell
him to be certain th moke compete rvcords of this sort and ask for them aside from the
examination he nakes.

He gsks for cauthion. Here be blunt withouk being impolite. He necds thom. The first
should be that he cast hinself in the rolc of a sclentist, not a partison., Thig again
requires that he forpet my work and do his own, but he won 't. He should ecchew any and
21l backgrounding for many reason, the mogt obvious onc is that there is nobody who will
who i3 in a position to. Ho ocught not have his hcad full of glory stuff but should have
it clear and unfetteded for what he sees, not vhat she wants to seo because of something
he hag been told which may well b wrong. He should meke long and dotailed notes instead
of departing from this stufi for sensational work alreedy done. He can't know the significance
of everything he sees, but if he reccrds everything he secs, ult_nafﬂlj signifence denied
hiw may be ascertained. 5o e should recerd overy t:iv:: glity he doean't undorstand, but
does see with his own eyes, not Sii's of Bi''s or Lob's. And I think you should be painfully
blunt about his :corJettm wveryliing he heard froa I.lfton and about his having no further
contact., What Syliria can "% tell hin abvout Lifton's lack of scriple Gary cen sand Gary is
a scientist who can tell Cyxdl that Lifton is a maduman, e should also understond what
he has gobten into when he is counselling with the literally mad. Caution enough? You dont
addreas it.

In his 2 ho makes no mention of notes, cnly of "digesting". His capability of digesting
is nore limited than he can visuseli,e or may be =dlling %o. And 1.’:‘ 1t in to "digested"
with the likes of Bul and Bob and oven Syliia, it any give hin mid all of us a bellyache.
It is my view that Yirst you eat before you dlgest, end he should spand all his time
eating, which means here studying send whai he never nentions, malkdng full and elaborately-
detuiled vecords. The comes the digestion, =nd I don't think he'll have access to the good
enyymes. Or at this point should. I have the same counsel for him I had for you, he MUST
be independente. If ne btakes onc nutty notion from the buts on this subjeet he ‘11 be counsele
ling with, hecan bulst himsel{ forever, and with him 211 of us and what can be uone on
the subkgect. Asking questions based on what he saw is another thing, but of whom? “e has
made it impossible for those who can do t.is te have an honorable association with him in
thie porject. Uhirist, Bud hasn't rcad the basic literature yet, He prefers fables of his

wn invention. But he has found time for all the farout literary rubbish there is.Jerry
is of imueasurable ignorance. Smith is biased and captive of crazy preconceptions all of
which are in context irrelevant and lacks sufficient understonding of what he read. Sylvia
is solidly gounded in the past anc will have better recall than she protends with me, but
it remains the past and is not remolely closc to current. He has hoist himsclf ona pebkrd
of his own creation and he'd best understand it and adjust to it. He should spent the night
after his first day's examination going over what he has scen alone, not with those who
would gt best gonfuse hin and befuddle his undershtanding of vhat he has see, and spending
what time he hes in recording impression, guestions, eotc., snd in making notes of things
{o do the next day, not based on alvicoe but his own knouledge of his owm ficlde. He ghould
also kpow that he docan'thave to leave at any special time, although they may insist upog
it. However, it nay be better for him not to overload hi:self and to try too 'mch in one

SPYends B2 8. Trpldv Sevionss, b days are dnadequates I con ope b, uch, tne op the
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can and should hold than his majesty.

Your zraph 2, p ¥ opens fine. I don't thini it necessary forx you to expand on the
last oort, but for ¢ e record, two years azo I made hin n probosal to which he has yet to
regpond and if you sec fixt you might, now that you know whak I had in mind, remind him
that be wizht, had he been unscslfish, have acconplished more and then and without any .
of the present possible adverse consequences. There was more involved than my planned legal
actiong. :
1 disgarce with the ovening cf yow: foruth graph. Sinee he is goint to see this stuff
anyway, then he can and should uge that time for vhat constmictive purnoses might be served,
indicated at loast in part above, you can't nake such a judgement without knowing his
motivation and purposese L. they arve as selfish as I $hink, you are precisely correct and
really understates But if he will sublimet~ hiz ego and smbition to become famous on the
cheap and on the backs of other, byt what amounts to deliberate dihonesty, he can serve
coustructive purposes. 4nd only in this way, as a sciontist on a scientific not literary,
publicity or partisan purposes.

For the record, yout pe 2, penult full graph, this includes him. You mow i invited
hin here, repestedly, and he said he hoped to do that. Instoad he went off on his mawm
own kinds of glocy-roading and ego-tripiing, the last of which I've heard is a debate with
Lusius Birch in Hemphis on Oswald's innocence, for all the world as thougi: he knew what
he was talking about,

Your penult ic ve:y goods Add supylamentary autopsy report and his profeasional
estivate of the work reflected in it, esp._the omiscions and inadequacies.

P, 3, first full grapht you sdsread. dtersry theft is the purpose here and so in his
oun e;occntrict wind ha'll have ng oblosation o S, JP or GRS, But even if this is his
intent, what kind of zany notion is it to waste time he can spend on the withheld doing '
no hetter than duplicating what he, not we, have access to? I'4 lsy it on him on this,
and I'd not Lo afcaid to ask him his motivation when he is in clover to resch into the
haystack. Thds rvominds me, he should ask far the unidentified object, which is in the
panel report and covered by thu econtract becuuse it is in the covered pictures, and if
it is not shown him ask if any effort has be:n made to obtain and what the rosult. Ditto
for the frag you noted when I piasged it at the back of the head,

And this rominds me. He should he corefully to correlate pictures and cassettes
on those frou what I think was the Speed Graphic. This 1s the kind of detailed work tha
ig indispenpible, is essential for medico-~lesnl and scientific purpose but he fears
will not gzive hiw th: fame he vaniag.

Pe 3y sceond Tull graphs more, he should loomk for nelarsemonts of small aress in
the pdx anu ask, sinee it .as swirn %0 as havine been done, z:harelthe ful i=body XOrays are.

¢ could crib this from wy work and he has road i+ anyvay, so don t be afraid to tell him,
ﬁinck: asked that they be teken and swore they were, ag did twjes. They don't exist. He
should bte able to suy whether or not there isc an area of the body that couwld have held
any kind of missile of k¥m fhx which there are no nictires and/or no X~rays. He ahould
record the notations on cach enovlope and the contents and whether or not they matche

- And any changes in identifications, If therc are changes, he should ask for xeroxes of

envelopes and note if réfused. He should ask to be able to get them the next day when he
returns. This i separate from any alleged exclusionary right and it would be Just as good
if he is rofuseds We need o be able to attack, not defend,

Hathout x=wme rememberings gou lact full graph 3 you see I'we seid the same in nore
detailo

The incomplete bottom graph: I think you should note that this was not your original
view, than he and others net me chorged your thinking, This is one of the mouy ereas
vhere others way seck to tranafer possible later guilt feolings to you,

ihe conclusion of this graph pe 4, remcmbor that I actuslly solicited this from him
and the others, lle has to thls day yet %o meke meaningful response,

Your fins) graph might have included ethicsl conoiderations with those you list,

dAs you cuan see, I have not stopped thinking about this, cven if I haven't made an
effort toinflucnce your thinking by foreing mine upan you, Althouzh none of us can always
do it k= to the degree we'd lile and many of us exmggerate the natural, an inability to
be detauhedi I bave tried to think in terms of the reality, he is going to see this stuff.
Fhorefors, the essence wo_things: make it as dle ible i g
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and in Jolns what is powsible to ruduce to the rminimum the possibilities of hwrt to the
truth, to hiw and to the vest of uge If he whores arcund on this, I will do what I can
to see he earne The propoer revarde 1P e deed a puve-sgience thing, I would do what L coudd
to help idn make a dopendable record and o prodect hdmself Frou the personsl harm o idia
that is pouniblce IF he whorcs avound and ea huri us, as I wrote a houl: only ome person
has sver sean fo prosed us in a possibls contingeucy, so I would be willing to do what 1
could to ses hin get his full and vwhat I would regard as his .rover reward. his ney, L
knovw, amownt to ncthing. But L give you wy willingness. '

Wwilte aside from guesitions of siuncerity, oa which I enjoy no monopoly and which
i kneu %those with whom 1 disagros vclieve they have, I take a very soplistic view of all
of thige While Cyrdl wac busy gobting richer than he nced be and doing no real work, while
Sylvia was accuuulating her pelf, I 4hink she anid tax frec and considerabl; by normal
atandards, while Bud was enjoyinmy: hdic dnheritance (& fortuate thing fox h:im), widle Magzie

cvas lumurdieting da the warmth of a lutfon « Co pertnership, while all those who have

done nothing for yoears or uorse, have made only trouble and problens, Lil and I have
wreckel cur 1liveo, wortsuged and ruined our futures, to work full time and long overtimesm .
on thise I an not zoing to sit back now and let some wreiched gheap personal anbition
make a waste and futility of all of that, lcast of ell if it involves by no muiéhor how
much en indirection ox how ecarefully contviived a pseudop justification, uv ftaidngol what
I did with no help of any kind while all of thase werc busy gebting xich, enjoying life
or doing whatever they did instead of doing what I dide

As L would help a vorshwhile thing, I would do what I could to commter anything else.
People do not understand ne on thi., referriag fictlons with which they can consolc th.og
sleves. Just yestorday I agreed %o GIVZ %o Jim what I went out and got on iy own and havo
refuscd to use in wy own intercut,for Bud's glorification in the :lay case. .ow when I
st out te got this sarticwlar stuff, becauce Bud ig ay'c Javyerluoy book ves pu‘t) and he
does hovecongiderzble veslthy and I asiced idi aboul peying the nowinal cousts. Yo seld he'd
go te 50,00 leli, that diun t cover the travel euponsese So 1 went furiher into dobl,
¢lan ¢ fake his 00,00 and I &4 go oub anu du thic on my owne e wants it for tue haboas
corpfis aud I'm not only glving it Yo Idu bpt I'm baving the coples made Low hiu becausge
he and Jim went tu uee ray today (forgetiing ithat the dead when I arvanged that was that
I would ebe with i whenover he saw Ii‘a.y). snd let we say, =o you will bave no false
inprescion, that what L did is tic obvious that ull the big brains, iuprisoned as they ave
by preconceptions, just couldn't gonceive of doings Any paper woulid rire a cub report if,
on his {irst day of work, ho ddda b thick of tids, that is acu obviows it id. .
Fore interruptions, so L've gob o quites There is wore I could suy bEE cum % nov.

i .

Slucerely,




