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10/27/71
Dear “yril,

Your 1.tter of th: 25th reflects :owe misconceptions I want to correct, does not
reflect the thought I hoved my l.ttor would trigger, anw is separated fron the context 1 had
in mind, whother or not Ix succeeded in conveying if to you. Please understand that L an
not accusing you of a lacik of genuine interest or intergity. also understand that I am suare
that with tue couditions of my life I may succced in conveying the op .osite of what ~ intend
{rom haste, from fatigue, frou emstion, or simply from the length of explanations,

Yo date, 1 huve neither pnahandled you nor anyone clse. I go as such a pace, L can't
recall what tris ered this reaction from you. But the fact is that rather thun secking a
subsidy from those able to make it, if only in return for what they Leve asked of we and
L have done foom them, they have not paid what for me today arc considerable sums. You'd
be surprised at who some oi these are an! the entent of their wealtth. when i have been forced
to borrow, i've only once asked any crific to lund me anything. I'1i nover do it aoain, not
with the himiliation I suffered as a result., I think you ar: entitled to an explan tion, for
.ou seen to have misundersdood (and I intend no subtle crack here, I mean it straight). I have

-to pay my bank, wiich holds most but not all of my indebtedness, $1,250 a year on principal

end abou. ¥400 dn intereste Therc came a time ayuwur of so ago when moneys due wmic had not
reached me and this money was due. “nowin,: this tinme was near and bel:; with sud, who wanted
to tali to ue, insteau of leaving to go to sec old friends who had always and would then
have loaned me money, I asked dud for the $400 for less than a month. Fart of this was then
in the wail to wd and lost, the ouber part due to be sent for some minor writia., within a
matter of about two weeks anu wos then in the channels of puymont within that corporatisme
bud told me he didn't hove ite *ou wns I both know tiat is folsce I said no mer., not even
sbout tiv. .uoney, unbelicvably, sud actually owed and still owes ue, which is anobhicrs story
£'11 o burden you with, bu. it nas nuch to do witia d@y attitudes, wWell, L felt L had to
stay anu consult with sud au he then desircu, for a reeson i do not recall, i thus i wus
not able to see the old friend from whom I hed always becn avle to get the help to get over
these recurrin,; cuergencies. As a result I had to nake an extrs trip to Wachington within a
few days, only to borrow the money., “pineiding with that, Bud agnin asks ne to mect with
hine I went first to the place of business of this friond oi many years. e has a restaurant.
-ig was 1l and resting in his ofrices I waited for hin to come out until the time © was

duc at sud's, then 1L left and rushed to Sud's ofiice, a fiftecn-minut . walk, settin: there
ouv o preati. ue asked why, I told him and also s.id 1'd have to leave by a cortoin fime

to wet to se. this friind, who 1 kinew would be up for his noonday trade. Bui asko. ne how lon
I expeccted to necd the money and I told him about two to tliree wecks, depending on how long
it tock the lost chuck to be Tound anc the other to go through booklre«ping,. :le offered—

1 did not again ask hin~ to lond me this sum, I accepted it, and without having to rsuh back
to wy fricndds, stayed for tuv conference he desired. about 10 days later I got one of

these cueckse & dopouited it, drew a sum for the exact amount, for my account woulu then
cover it, an. a day or t.o later, when Dud was not in, 1.ft it with his secretary, tolling
her that as soun az the other cyme, I'd pay the balance. Bud returned to his office, rvturned
th. check with a most insulting not about subsidies, and if you want to sev the kind of
humiliations over and avove the pverty I elect to which I am necdlesslt subjccted, 1'oo send
you a photocopy. .hen, within the time I had estinated, probably no mor. th n threc days

it i iusulting letter, I got the second check, i mailed Bud $he repaynmcnt in full. One
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or two ocher cases cau expand thisz, omt I regard it as unnecessary. I recell no other case

in whdch 1 have asiked a eritic for any {inancial help I can show you thoussnds that are

owed me by critics, literally thousands in the plurale But I ask for no wmoney, snd L do
without. This also means thut the work I do is thus wanting. Infrequently, o few friends send
me winor contributions, whin they can afford it.e To the best of ny knowledge, of the critics
and friend: of the critics, these are those least able to afford it andm to sut it on a
diff'erent basis, these contribucions do not Legin to cover my edtual costs in cash alone of
providing for those who chose to come here and consult mu files or for thc copies of documents
they ask of .ee S0, lot the record be clear, + have asked no financial nelp from youwe Let it
also be clear thab you have no obligation to help me financially. whatever I seid dic not
have this as its purpose. In a seven-and-a-half page letier I said muche The one thing I can
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say and expect you to wnderstand is toat i€ I took tids much wime L had to aave some serious
PULPOSE. iou apuear to auve not detected it or to have avuideu it or i to Lave wade 1T
wiclear ur hidden it with an offort to vut other things into a context you olso w)car not
to have corrcctly divined.

what 1 did repeat & recuest for, what you repeatedly promised ue and dave not siven,
you ignore. 1t is & couple of suges on spectros and n-a testge I leave you witu tuai, bub
whother or not you promised it, es you did, why if you have a1l this great syupathy for my
plight, nave I had to write you so darmed many times without getting it to this day, after
i have completuu thot writing? is I guid, your telling; me how great 1 am is sow.tldng 1 do
noi need and can't serve thc same purposce

What does concern me is that you did not consult with ne prior to iuitiating e request
to sec thc pictures ané A-rays, while you did consult with others wio to your xuouledged
lack the kuowledge L have. What also concerns ume is that your aviitude is lile lalibuzion's
on climbing an adp just to spit from the top, it was there. fou ehe, serfores, donu litile
original work ia the ficlde Yhdlc is not %o fault you. Your life end other cowitnonts
have precluded thate But ma as a responsible uman, aiter the passing of &ll this tine, ought
you no: be asking what will happen if I am accepted ané sllowed to view this £ilm? Can it
be that you arc so lacking in political rstonding or the realities of modern life in the
Us3e or tie probleus faced by thuse respoitsible for this nmonstrous riscarriage that it
might be just & bit more than your veing able to come out and say they do not supsort the
officinrl ficticn or vhat & know if you sec thu gemuine otuft you will be able to say, it
deutroys it? I have been telling you for morc then o year that + have just tids proof and
thege roadiugs in my poucession and 1 have becn asking you, fruitlessly, To cou all sce ite
50,y euide froa gersonal publucity, which all homans like, wnc & biv ol public rolotions,
what ar. i ;e posuibl. conscguences? L thinik you have given this no shought, L think
you should, aml I think, roygardless of thc odds, which can be srgued, you run i rigz of
making of yourself anotier Uarrison. Phis I woulid lik: to avpid for you aw fur use Tou
just nuven't thought this through end serhaps nay not be in a pouition to. Bus what is
lacking in your letter is auy inguiry about what I was driving ate Jo you neither undir-
stand it or, from your l:titer, want toe It is real, not imagination on ny part. Jhat the
odss ar: can be argucd, but are there any odds worth the risk if your secin; them can be
counterproductive?

T will uot acsain fake the tine ol the first lotter or § cf thic for Turther
correspondonce on this. Tou ar- a free agent can cen do or nos do whatever it ig thot you
want to do or moi do, But you are now aware of at least one man's opinion thot unthinidngly
or for whatever other reason, wihich can include so wawrothy a kot-ve as an ego kicl, you
persist in doing what can be wrong. ind hurtfule Wo this I add that I don't think you can
name anyone as conversant with the nolitical ramilications of this ia the overall or
spofificaliy, from what i have already comunicated to you, with the dotaileu snowlcdge of
the medical evidence and what relates to ite I therefore ask myself why does Uyril cousult
with others and not me, and to tids I can find no comforting answere. lence on this basis
alone, can you undurstand that + might hold some ap rehensions?

T can't continue tois indefinitely. Therc is zuch L'd lice to address but cach tidng

I do is at the cost of angther, anu at uy ayge I have for too nany years bueen worlkldy too
lon: a doy wndér too many adverse conditicns and severe nervous siralnse Lhers are a few
phrascs you used te which 1 will make epecific comments "On the coutrary, i feel that 1
have always been friendly and cooperative twoard you during these Lew years.' low avout
the converse? You have given me no intormation. 1 have given you muche fou huve beun friendly
in saying nicc things, but of the thiugs within your capability, this was the ileant helpfule
Sneaing this simple thing I asked and had to write for repcatedly uithout getting would
have hoad sonce neaning. I ruﬁaeat, to date you have not done ife In tids context, L sikdp to
whet I saw at the bottom, "However, 1 never thought of insulting you by oifierin . koneye"
Come, now, Vyril. It insults a drownin: men to point a pole ot nis? It inewdbtc me bo usk
if you can pey Tor some oI thw sroxing 4 get done a. the srchives thiat chunfits us all,
for some ol the pictures I have shared with you, no: tho other uay around. Let me ada that
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should,yo: now "insult" e by sending ne a check, I'1l rcturn it prowptlye

sy reazon for succesting that you refrain and think is not at sll because, to paraphrase
yo.r woris, I thi k I am onfo souncthing bige It has to do with the conseguunces you iave
not considered and appear to be det rmined no toe. I also suy est tihat it is not wiat I am
onto vu’ hat 1 have and have in a written book, so you should clsc widerstan. that it ill
help we, not nurt me, should you sec thi: film snd come out and melke s stink, L have that
book all uritten. *hus my rcasons are the apsocite of selfishe To the best of my kmouludgce
I am not only the only one whro has such a book, but the only one who cane
]

I d:n % thinik you want to think, I am more than ov.ry convinced thot you seck glory.
Sut on . chance I am wrong, let me sug est that you ask yourself ancthor questions is
there anything that males you different from all the others who nay ask, wni I asswse that
nut Hichols will? Is t:ere any basis for belicveing thet there is morc haz,rd in one whose
credentials are as unique as yours and whose position is? Is there onc other of your
discipline who can duplicate youf I think this is part of what you should bve assessing,

Thure is a question of whether or not ycu will or can be deceived. There is no
quegtion but that if you see any of ths real £ilm, you will aporcciate at least cuoush of
what it showss That you can fully ap reciatc it is another netucr, and can you wonder
that I wonder that you huve not taken the steps required co be in a position to derive
full apreciation? There is but one possible cource, and that i, ti: one of which 1 laou
you have not consulted. ou have been in consuliation with those who cen't ~dve you tids
informution, including one for whom my respect and admiration is w thout 1init, but these
arc nh substltutes for specilic imowledgede iow, put yourseli in .y position anil ask your—
sell if jou would be without ti. guestion L h ve? On even the overlySsiiplified basis of
uotive?

If L have said I expect others to suosidize my work, your words on pazge 2, I am not
aware os it. L t.dui you misunderstood soncthinge I can shou you lutsters ia which I
returned checks from poodic I taoughe might ot be able to afford what suall sunms they
snet mee dor do I tidnk it relevent to say that becaus: you have mdde no money rron rour
work on it case, tvhat is the sole basis for being able to aelp, aos with asking 1t pos.ible
For ws to buy srints and xeroxes. iand ac = huve becn beseechin: you to come and ses what
I have, oo you well krow, I have made my vork freely available to others, in only a fow
cases with eny rectrictions. But in no case have I uver refused any sorious ribic access
to all tht & have, I Leve at my own cost sup.lied all copiecs asieu of me \as very few others
©0) ané also at my own cost + have arranged for the depositin of dupiicates with those 1
heve felt L could truste o, iw real turms, the gquestion is not st all cither of o personal
subsidy, the offensive basis on which you ut it, or of others helping: the oonera, cause
with only profits from what can't be profitable works, idut so tirat the recorc can be further
clear- and tudls nobody owes me anything for, it is wy own clcction— recently when I was
preparing an afiddavit to be recognized in forma pauperis I stop.ed caloulating my dcbt
when it excevded the assessed value of ny property, when it was so.ething over 430,000,
and then did not include all of this dobte + have been without income for seven yearse Lo
you doubt that like you I could make a decent living, could pick a few of the crumbs or life
along the way? Whe gne thing anyonce, including you, who pretends any sorious interest in the
case does owe me 1s not to give me genuine insult, not the frauwdul.nt onc you su estede

You know, it also comes with poor gracs for you to protest how busy you ars when you
pretend a genuine interest in dincovering truthe For example, in refusing to be a teahnical
expert in s suit when I asked you, simply because you arc busye. fou are no: as busy as 1, nor
is wnyone else of whoa 1 knowe I say tids nob ror credit, for that also is ny .lection. *ester-
day L worked aliost 22 hourse 4nd I've been doing tidis for weven yearse HYo 4+ have to well a
doctor the probable cost? I also wrote you and told you I ko nit upon & formula with wldch we
could both break the case wide open, and to date you have not responded, not even c:lled
to ask me what it is, deverse the positions and ask yourself ir you woulu be without question.
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Without duubt I did personalize, but wy purposes were not those you attribute. I
cannot fairly say you are without some justification intaldin: it the w.y you secm to haves
Unfortunately, + cen afford the luxury of taking tim: %o rereu.d what + write, I work hours
no sensible man would or should, and one of The l;lbvlt‘_.l)lu consequenices 1s a risk of nds-
speuking, wiclarity or giving the wrong lumpression. “hen yestorday + began working again
an hour and a half efter I had gone to bed, I ran such & riske wWhen I start work at 4

< a.ite as often I do, which give we only slightly more sleep, the same consequences are
real, as I can undersatd, “his cen, as I also undurstand, lead to giving wrong or fclse
imprescions. My purpose, as best I can now recall my ddressing tuat part, was to ask a
searching of the .oul, tomsk if all the consequnees couls be only positive, if all those
things others have done, including with their money (vhich cach, without douvt, has the
right to spend as he or she will) accomplished the purposes intended aund wh.other, in fact,
tiey could ofs I also wanted and want you to lmow that I have .ot ruined my iife for the
future and for these many long pazt years for a futility, to h.we the whole thing ruined
by anyone if 1 can can anything sbout it, regardless of the purity of mo*'ve of anyonce

I think I used the figure of paving roads to hell. We have too many alroa

Cyril, you are as strong-willed as you ar intelligent end will do what you wants
There is umothing I can do about that. I huwwe, whwth.r or not in th. way you would like,
undertaken two things: to meke you the beneficiary of an enormous and costly labor by me
(whthut asidng for a cunt in return, depite your gratuitous insuli on this %coré, and this
heve have declined; and 1 have underteken to alert you to wuat you wili dn time come to
regard as a s rious wmistuke if it achieves the potential that is possibles 1 can and 1
will do no nmore. This includes oing wvithout another mdnute .orf sleep to carry :ither
forward, to give up counstructive work foi % scue purposes. You will do ag you will in

sny cvent, Lzt you hove not undortaken to even sug est you might be dntercst dn knowing
what I fiar I rcad cloarly one way: you don't care. Hence x,‘»:pu,t no more letiers, even il

soligiteds

But this will not be my last word if you do accoupdish what can in even the slightest
degree be hurtful to wiat so many of us have sought for so lowu;, for what so wany have
made real sacrifices for (and I think you do not fit in fhis ca\.tegory).

1 do not ¥now is you can wndcriand my sorvow and rogrets thot it nas core To Thise

sincercly,

Harold Veisberg
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October 25, 1971

Mr. Harold Weisberg

Coq d'Or Press

Route #8

Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Harold:

I was rather surprised to receive your letter of 8 October 1971, I do not
honestly believe that I have done anything to merit such a strong attack by you.
On the contrary, I feel that I have always been friendly and cooperative toward
you\ during these past few years.

If I did not inform you that I was submitting a request to the National
Archivist to review the autopsy materials, it certainly was not because of any
deception on my part. In fact, now that you have brought this matter up, I must
say that I would have simply assumed that you, or any other knowledgeable critic
with whom I have maintained some contact during the past few years, would have
realized that I would be making such a request at the appropriate time.

Whether or not I will be deceived or fully appreciate what I would be re-
viewing, assuming that my requested is acted upon affirmatively, remains to be
seen. In any event, I do not think that it is reasonable or proper for you to re-
quest that everyone else refrain from making any moves to review the autopsy
materials at the Archives, simply because you believe you are "on to something
big.u .

With regard to your impoverished condition, please be assured that I am
truly most sympathetic. However, I would never have thought of insulting you
by offering money. While it is true that I make a good living, I am not in a
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position to subsidize your investigative efforts (or anyone else's) in this or other
related and similar matters. How you have come to believe that other people should
subsidize your work is beyond my reasoning. This is particularly true insofar as
I am concerned, for I have made no money from my activities re; the JFK-WCR issue.

I certainly continue to wish you the very best in your exhaustive investi-

gative efforts, and I regret that you have seen fit to personalize this matter in the
way that you have,

Sincerely yours,
E/, -
/ll
Cyril H echt, M.D., J.D.
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