CyriL H. WEcHT, M.D., J.D.
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY
ST. FRANCIS CENTRAL HOSPITAL
1200 CENTRE AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15219
412) 281-9090
FAX (412) 261-3650

FORENSIC PATHOLOGY

LEGAL MEDICINE J uly 29, 1994

Mr. Tom Chittum:
23 Alabama Avenue
Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey 07849

Dear Mr. Chittum:

I apologize for not having responded sooner to your letter of April 10th.
However, I just recently received your correspondence from my publisher in New York.

I must confess to a very strong bias as it relates to Gerald Posner. I do not accept
anything that he says, and consider his book to contain enumerable misrepresentations
of a serious nature.

If Kellerman, a Secret Service Agent who was present in the car when Kennedy
was shot, stated under oath that he heard JFK say something, why would anybody prefer
to believe Posner?

I should like to urge you to obtain a copy of a complete rebuttal to Posner’s book
entitled Case Open by Harold Weisberg (address below). Mr. Weisberg, who is one of
the most respected and knowledgeable JFK critic-researchers, has addressed many of
Posner’s misstatements in his book.

In light of your genuine interest in the JFK assassination, I should like to make
you aware of a new organization, Coalition on Political Assassinations (COPA). Perhaps
you might wish to consider becoming an active member and receiving our publication
and other announcements. Also, we shall be conducting a conference in Washington,
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D.C., October 7-10. T shall see to it that you are sent membership and conference
materials directly from the COPA office in D.C. in the near future.

Sincerely yours,

Cyril H. Wecht, M.D., J.D.

CHW/mb /
cc:  Mr. Harold Weisberg

7627 Old Receiver Road
Frederick, Maryland 21701



Tom Chittum

23 Alabama Ave.

Lake Hopatcong NJ 07849

(201) 663 4334 June 24, 1994

Dear Dr. Wecht:

I've not yet finished reading the segment of your book - CAUSE OF
DEATH -~ which covers the death of President John F. Kennedy, but I
had to write this letter to inquire about something that's been
bothering me.

Secret Service agent Kellerman said President Kennedy spoke after
he was hit. According to Kellerman, President Kennedy exclaimed, "My
God, I am hit!” I thought it odd that someone who had a bullet pass
through or near his windpipe could say anything.

I wrote the enclosed letter to Gerald Posner asking him what he
thought about my observation, and Mr. Posner courteously replied.
Since the letters contains nothing personal, I've enclosed them. Mr.
Posner thinks Kennedy's wound would have prevented him from speaking,
and therefore agent Kellerman (who is now dead) was mistaken is
saying that Kennedy spoke after he was shot. I think that’s an odd
way of looking at things. Frankly, I think Mr. Posner may be
discarding sworn evidence by a reliable witness because it doesn’'t
fit his view of what happened.

I've no compelling reason to doubt what Kellerman said under oath.
I doubt that agent Kellerman was lying or reporting hallucinations.
I think he heard Kennedy say those words.

I'd like your learned medical opinion: Was it possible for Kennedy
to speak after receiving the throat wound?

If it was possible, then there is no need for further consideration
of this matter. However, if It was not possible for Kennedy to speak
after receiving the throat wound then ... THE SEQUENCE ABSOLUTELY
MUST BE:

(A) Kennedy was struck in the back by a shot fired from behind. The
round didn't exit.

(B) Kennedy exclaimed, "My God, I am hit!”

(C) Kennedy was struck in the throat by a shot fired from the front;
the round didn’'t exit; Kennedy was struck in the head by one or more
rounds fired from undetermined direction(s). (The throat wound
almost certainly came before the head wound(s), but not necessarily.)

Please let me know if it was possible, in your medical opinion, for
President Kennedy to speak, as agent Kellerman testified he did,
after receiving the throat wound. 1I've enclosed a self-addressed
envelope for your reply. Also, could you please describe the exact
nature of the throat wound in layman's terms? Was the windpipe
penetrated?

Sincerely
Tom Chittum

e i



Tom Chittum

23 Alabama Ave.

Lake Hopatcong NJ 07849
(201) 663 4334

March 8, 1994
Dear Mr. Posner:

According to Secret Service agent Roy Kellerman, President Kennedy
said, "My God, I am it!” (page 50, Warren report). The President
must have spoken these words just after, and in reaction to, the shot
through his neck.

I've seen the Autopsy photographs of President Kennedy, and the
exit wound in his throat is just below the adam’'s apple and slightly
off to the right, perhaps half an inch off center. Surely the bullet
either passed through the windpipe or caused severe damage to the
right side of the President’s windpipe.

It seems odd to me that the President could have spoken after such
severe injury to his throat. Still, I'm no doctor, and I was
wondering if you had spoken to any doctors about this matter. If so,
could you let me know what they said?

I've enclosed a self-addressed envelope for your reply.

Sincerely
Tom Chittum
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