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Fenstervweld-Wecht-JoliggwicDonnell=Bob Smith press conference, University Club,
5/5/75 9:30 8eme B 5/5/T5 peme

While I had not bsen told what this would be about, L had szpected that
Wecht would make a big dsai about the orain cod el he would rip off ssveral
of the long suppressed {iems tuat aftor long and vigorous =frlort I have forced
delivemg 9,58 and thus to all who ad just assied for them. I expched also that
the fogengic-acadeny, whivh Joliag hsads, would support = new investigation from
previously publiched reporis. .

On the latter I was wrong, The acsdemy itself has teken no such poaition,

. which d1d not coue out until Joling was aekeds I'll not mow if I was right on
s the brain beceuse Cyvil did react to my strong letter, (Not only by avoiding me,
- not loaking at me, ete.) I had told hia to £0 inte thv brain and get spluitered
by 1t. I bed not aske a strong point of the Hemo of Tranafer, so he gave copies
of that out, pret nding that he was alao responsible for the declassification,
as his preparcd press release says. He had said he would give out the teata, and
be had sald they were given to him (repoated in his tuli), tut he &id not.

The indocency of all this did ofiend and anger me, but I had decided to
play it cool and I dide. After a couple of questdons I asked him if he could elerify
Just how it is that after such vigorous efforts to suppress these items of evidence
the governwent just now male thom available, and was it no wore than o voluntary
act? He went off into a loang harangue that.responded to nothing. After an interval
1 rephrased the question, to wnich he again responded with a long irrelevancy
and no recponse. After still another time, and again without nmalking ang direct
reference to his dishonesty on ali this, I said pertaps I had Lester clarify.
Briefly I toid the renl story. and ineteai of saying amd this fiak is & real fink,

i concluded that this made 1t ap.srent the disclosures were in response 0 oy hLoe of
the law and not voluntary., Bven then he falled to acknoluwedge it. It would have to be
a pretty obtuse reporter who didn't cateh it

Two TV crews wery there, one NE. Reither 1% not CBS used anything on the
TV news. But I'll be murprised if it does not get a heavy radie pay based on no more
then experts calling for a new investieation,

His pres: rddesse, which says he did all this sand ia guinz it out then and there,
also discloses that without the interprotation ofthe figures he hesn't the sllghteat
idea what it means. However, th: stalwart did ascure, enphasis added,"But regardless
of what they show, for or againet ihe War.en Comnissien, X shall say so."

Not bad with that werning's Post quoting me as sayin they are against ite
#nd the FBI,

He could not gracefully admit to hizself that for all thesc years he has
been lying sbout even the position ®velye lincoln had. Today be had here aluost
right, working on JFK library papers. But he ismediately abandened that for his
earlier ralsificutions end added Eobby as signatory to the contract, also false.

Thie man is sick in tho hesd. Thus and because of his expertise, dangerous.

I handed mwveral r porters notes #ith my nsme and phone in the event they
want ths tests. 1 had & long tali with “illie, Dallas rorning Newe bureau chief,
who told ms tsat Joling, lu th: sulse of avoiher such "irpartial" meating, had
actually been part of a promo for the movie Second Gun. Be didn ¢ iike the trick.
{Joling also has u side business to tessfit from the publicity,"co that uekes it
100# with Smith's employment depeuding on Wecht.) .

There wexe few qusstions and after She barengulng it didn t last long., #ud and
Bmith said pothing. I said mothing else becsuse the call for uff investigation is something
1 do not oppose. I dseided scminst sayisg Aegthing sbout &he repetition of the anti-
Kennedy propagands because thers sscmed to be no or alzost no print press reporters
there and { did uot want to increase the clwace of its being uced by sttracting
atiention to it. The slectronic wedia ean uee little and all believe the offieial
propageada thet Sobuy withheld ane that it is pob aow.

By car was varked aceros: the wireet from the Fost ao I decided to gen if
Larnder wanted to oo £illed in on what bhappened. Heither he nor { imew that the




Post had used s story (oblt page, Scetion 3, P 6) until L phoned Lesar to tell
e I was coming overe Pe told mae. 1t surprised wOYEE who had not seen it in the
news sections. He was more surprised not to see ft in the cdition on nls desk,the
last. We checked others, found it was io thom, aos shat one wien the 9.48 Wa3
ramade 1t was keyt in. ilovaver, = new death rre-eupted that space for the last edition.
1 phonad the HYTimep desk frow thers, wWas suitched to crewdson, who knew my
name (we have never gpoken)s e wauts the spuctre anc Baa and is going to set copies
from Lesar, who will auke them
¥nile I wae ®aliing sith Lardmer, Saiih and fcDennell came into the newsroom
end walked diagonally o axrd the back. After I finished with George I went back to
5 cak to Yomn Hsarshan, fe told ze thal Suitn had been to see him (if they did not
meet eariier they did et Ygorgatown) and that iw had taken them to the nationsl desk,
which would not use the story.

¥idle X wade it A peint in ell copversations to avoid geeuing to have uny
{aterest in lardner's personal attitude and know hio from Vhe past to be a skephio
since Garrison turned him off, 1 have the fgoline that he iz now rersuadst that
the whole thing is false and is going to come apert, '

He sald there is no mention of the spectre in his stoxy becauss the desk had
called Mn to esk him vwhat 1t is end weans sni he nad eald, "Ckrist, that'll teke
{0 more inchee and you'll kill the whole story, so Jjust take reference to 1t oute”

Prig is what Stey dld. 2y ohuckled in resding the piuce auc then +old se
thige As soon as he had he gnld now tell me what it is, 80 1 4id and he typed
notes, considerably less than 10 inches!

Cyrilstill pretends that the stufl 1isted in the “omo was logt snd nodbody
xnows where 1% is nowe The $ruth is that he is making this all up becausc he has
bewn saying this all along. The tranter date shows where 41 was until that date and
anless words mesn nuthings the Hemo shows whers it has been gince the tranafers

I have Lardner a co y end told niz the actuslities. Ditte for Giliis, to whon
* pointed cut that of ull tis itesa only omo could be said to have been Keuuedy
property, which is truse No%t a3 property but as medical rocords. The others wers
all federal property, by lave

Prior to the begliuing 3ud spoke to me, pleagantiye *4 twmns out thut he
and/or scmeone in Congeess is jaterssted in Selin. Therw, I told hism, I cen hely,
with sosothing olnale aud deTintive thal sveryoae tas beon sigsing. Aftor what
hoppened today 1 doudt ve'll ask further. 1f be does, 1'11 tall him,

Lesay, who $o oud's wnowledge is =y lawyer in theso matters, said ho will
use this as the long-gvaited escuse o rondpgn. So geut into he indignont lotter
he plans io write as (TLa cownsel, I suy ested instead that becauce it can be
alleged that this was not a OTIA function he usc a3 en eXOAIe that the eatire mstter
prosents lis with a professional conflict he can't mmmkga resolve except by resigning.
and &6 loave it at thate ie was nok niag asuwal piacid salf.

Cyril attacked the Rockefeller penel based on thelr coinections and with thal
attacked othwr eayliier pansla, all justifiablye Bxcept that he has overlooked that
the Rock. boys have a limited jurisdiction. “e has agsin played inte thelr hands.
dot by tho ab.sck itsslf bub by dgnoring the narrow focus they are required to take.
Actually they have no jurisdiction. They have coutrived one zased on the Gregery foclishness.

I can't tidnk of anytbing any S of tham eald, uo wabtter how vosscnable it asemed
or vas, that canht be ased to disereddt them s11 ou the q.%e Lf thsy did aot have
gsemins scientific eredentisls nobody would have been tiere zad it anytialag ls now
rported, would not nave boeile

Today's Rockefeller pession provide full opoortunity for full deniale on evening
net TV news for authoritative denisls. Gut self-geekers sure have fed them linesal



