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LIBERO RICCIARDELLIX

- _Libero Ricciardelll lived in Russia from
February, 1.59, until June, 1963, along with his wife
and three children. On his return to the United States,
he was intorviewed by Agents of this Bureau and furnished
information concerning himsolf and his life in Bussia. A
sumnary of these interviews is set forth as follows.
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Riccinrdelld wans born in Reedhan, Massachusetts, R
June 18, 1917, and was educated through the tenth grade, - e
After servipg in the United Statos Army Air Corps from 1942 R
to 1947, he was domobilized and became a plasterer. He
married in 1944 ‘and has three children born in 1946, 1948,
and 1950,

In 1953 Ricciardelli was baving domestic problems
and when his wife rofusod to visit a psychiatrist, he began
unsupervisod reading in the fields of psychology and philosophy.
As a result, he docided to take his wife and three children on
a visit to Russia, a socialistic state. They traveled to
Russia February, 1958, on round-trip tickets.

After erriving in Xoscow, Ricciardelli ran out of
moncy in a short timo and then became hospitalized for a
perlod of 21 days. Whon be returned from the hospital
arrangoments wcere made with the International Red Cross for
W finnncial assistance., Riccianrdelld stated that during the
s noxt few months his family problems, mental worries, and
. p@or bealth caused him to become mentally disturbed, Finally,
' his wifo stated that she was going to roturn with the
b%lldrOn t)> the United States and at this time Ricciardelli
diicided to stay in Russia. By this act he felt that he was
c*tting avay from tho past and was also making coertain that
Toloon his childysn would bo given an education., He requosted that -
heins —__he be @ent to & climato more beneficial to his health and he
Caw ———Wwas ment t> Kicv., Iliim wife and children refused to nccept
Sl ——foyiet passports,
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In the Summor of 1960 Ricciardelll was on vacation R
in a Russian Governmont vacation resort. One night he stayed Lo
out of the hotol after midnight and found himself locked out,
When he attompted to climb the wall and enter the hotel by

. thoe balcony, he was stopped by a policeman who demnnded an S
‘e explanation, This act made Ricciardelli feel that ho was ST
O actuglly in prison rather than on a vacation. - L S

' Ags a result of his ¢enera1 disappointment vith ltto
in Rugsia nnd the above incident, ho and his wife began to plan B
to leave tho Boviet Union., They decided to go to Czechoslovakia RRN 25
which they considored to be more Westernized than any of the o
other satellites, IHe visited the Czechoslovakian Embassy in
Moscow and applied for visas to enter that country, After a
period of completo confusion for the next two years, Riccilardelld
was finally inlormed that visas would be granted for travel to
Czechoslovakia. However, they wore then informed by the Boviet

Government that they would not be peruitted to leave tho
Boviet Union,

In August, 1862, MNrs. Rlcciardelli decidoed she would
return to the homo 0f hor parents in Illinois and Ricciardelld
would return to tho home of his parents in Massachusetts, Since
Mra. Ricciardolll still had her American passport, she was able
to leave Russia on March 27. )963. .

. o When’ Riociardelld appliod for his passport at tho

Averican Erhassy in Moscow, he was told that he was no longer
‘an Amorican citizon, le thon filed an application for a visa
to return as an alien to the United States., The visa was
issucd on June 14, 1663, but he was roquirod to remain in
:Moscow for Iourtoon dnys boecause of confusion ovor the status
of his oldcst daughtor's citirenship., His problem was finally
resolved and he left Russia June 28, 1963,

At no time did anyone ever ask Ricciardelld anything
about his sorvice in the United Btates Air Force. In additionm,
no attemit was made to have him join -the Communist Party. He was
requester on several occasions to make a speoch to groups of
workers ¢t the plant where he was enployed but be refus<d to do ao.
iy ...  He was uiged to vote in Boviet elections but be never did so, .
',efore his departure fi1om Russia he was not interviewed by
$fficial of the Ruasgian Governmoent nor by any monbors of the -
“oviot press. At po timo did anyono evor attempt to recruit him
70 act or. bhehalf of tho Boviet Government after his return to
tho Unit:d SBtates,

e : -2‘
Y

S .
ARttt et g Ak ST & o W" W"' e e ey g
Wm'sm‘»;a Ao -.‘.,w'k.!.. A T T R HMJ&‘:.\..‘.-M-A-» A7 S i)

N o



- Belmont
"SBullivan

W. L. 8Smith
Branigan
Lenihan

Lee February 7, 1964 |

bt bt et Pt ot et
11

ROBERT EDWARD WEEBSTER

Robert Webster lived in Russia from August, 1953,
until May, 19C2, when he returned to the United States. He
bas boen interviewed by this Bureau and the following is a
sunnaryof the intormation he furnished,

Wobster was born October 23, 1928, at Tiffin, Ohio, .
He served in tho United Btates Kavy from August, 1947, until
May, 1850. In November, 1957, he began enployment with the
Rand Developmont Company, Cleveland, Ohio,

In 1959 Webaster made throe trips to Russia to
reprogent his employor at the American National Exhibition
in Moscow. In March, 1959, he was in Moscow for one woek,
in May, 1959, and June, 1859, he was there for seven weeks
and his third visit bogan 4n July, 1959. At this time he
wa8 married and the fathor of two children. During his third
trip to Russia, he requestod permission to remain there,

The thought of remaining in Russia came to Webster
during his second trip in 1939; bhowever, at that time he made
no offort to remain there, Bhortly after his arrival in Moscow
in July, 1959, he discussed this with Alexgnder Shigkin, an
English-speoking Russien official at the exhibiti on, and
8hiskin arrangod for an interview with one Popof. At this
peeting Vobstor filled out a questionnaire furnishing his
background and expressing his wish to remain in Russis to
better himself in the plnstics industry. Popof did not

; Bccept this renson and Webstor then changed it to state that
ke wanted to stay in Russia since all business in the

Yaited Stites was controlled by the Government. ‘;;_;_.IJROX;

. %L VWebster was interviewed on four occasions by FEB 14 W64
Tolsoa Popof and other porsons. The interviews wore aimed at )
b ——dotermining 1f Webster was cortain that he wanted to stay in
capw —____Russio and to dotormine his tochnical qualifications and
o———eXporiencn, Throe days before he was schcduled to loave

.%uu-___mnussia, be recoived pormission to remain thore. In Gompany

Evans

Gale with a male Intourist guide, he traveled to Leniniy
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¥ebater hns stated that his decision to remain
in Ruseln was bnsed on several things, FPirst, ho desired
t0 @scape his family responsibilities in the United States.
Becondly, his wife had objected to the travel nocessitated
by his job and, finally, he was seriously in debt,
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PO AT In addition to the above reasons, when Wobster -0
7., ¢ was in Moscow on his second trip, he had met one Vera Platonova,
“v**~  who was separated from her husband, Their friendship was ' .
.~ .7 surroptitious, ns Soviet nationals were not supposed to mingle

' with foreigners, Aftor Wobater had roeceived permission to
remnin in Russia and had been in Leningrad for two woeks, he
was permitted to telephonoe Platonova and she was permitted to-
visit him in Leningrad. Webater then traveled to Moscow where

. hoe officially ronounced ‘his American citizonship to American
r~; -  officipls and then wont on a one-month vacation with Platonova.

.- + 4. pe
e s 4

.
Py

After this vacation Wobster and Pl:tOnovu roturned .

to Leningrad and he bocame employed at tho Plastics Institute,

with Platonova as his intorpreter, His job wes to establish

a Fiberglas Dopartuent since there was nono in the institute,

Puring this time ho and Platonova Tesided in a common-law

relationshiy which resultod in a daughter being born on

vt ar August 18, 19C0. Ho also attempted to design & Fiberglas .*
rosin dopositor, but due .to the lack of parts and equipnent,

.« & the machine did not work, . -~ . 1! , PN

y About Docember of 1959 Webstor reccived a letter from

his fathoy informing him that his mother had suifered a mental

# bireakdown ' and that ho was needed at home. This lettor disturbed

' " Yhbater and in May, 1960, he traveled to loscow accompanied

: 157 Platoneva on official business., While in Moscow he contacted

P tthe Amorican Enbassy to determino the nocessary procedure to

§ 1, 2turn to tho United Statos. Whon he returned to Leningrad,

i . I began nteps to obtain the requirod Soviet documents and in
Kagust, 1060, made his first application for a Soviet exit visa,
£Hout twp months lntor he was told the roquest had been denied
ed that lio would:hiave to wait one year before reapplying. One
year later’ he again mado an spplication and the exit visa was
grantod i1, Fobruary, 1962, On March 13, 1962, the Americon Embassy

[

- &,. . udviged him that his Boviet oxit visa was approvod and he was
>+ given instructions rogarding tho obteining of ‘an Amorican visa.
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Rogarding his efforta to leave Russia, Webater '* .
o stated that Vera Platonova made no effort to porsuade him :
o to remain in the Boviet Union, but she assisted him in
: ~ ' preparing forms and obtaining various documents which he
needod, Whon it bocame known that Webster wanted to leave - -
S °.." Russia, two men from Moscow interviewed him for about fifteen .- i
. = minutes and asked him to reconsider bis decision, He told »-*  *".
_~."  these wen he wanted to return to his wife and children and ', }j:‘
to see his sick mother. Ko pressure was exerted on him and ‘e
no political matters wore discussed, ’ )

¥ebster has stated that he was pot aware of any
participation of Soviet intelligencoe personnel in his interviews
. or othorvise eithor before or after his defection. Ho was not .
‘. .  aware 12 Vora Platonova was ever contacted by Boviet intelligence.
>+ Purther, to the best of bhis kpowledge Boviet intelligonce .. :
exhibited no interest in him before his doparture to the - 7
United Statcs. No requests were made of him and no agroements
were made in return for his exit visa, The only question
concerning Amorican defcnse matters occurred when some enginoers
from Moscow asked him what Government work wics handled in the
Rand Company and Webster denied any knowledge of this, which
ho sald was true, . o S :l.'_.'..;. B R R
e . Webster arrived back in the United States on .., "~ - -
May 20, 1962, as an alien adnitted under the Russian quota. .
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