Collector
Of Guns
Was Shot

Special to The Examiner

FRESNOQ — William E.
horesen III. the eccen- -
ic young millionaire -
ho once stuffed his San
rancisco mansion with
*ven tons of illegal weap--
1s. was shot to death in

s home here early {o-
ay. .
His willowy wife. Louise ~
', was held for investiga-
on. She was taken to St.-
gnes Hospital here for what
lice termed “treatment of
juries.”

Attendants at the hospital

id the 32 year old heir to a :
sel fortune was dead on ar- {
"al at 8:40 a.m. from multi- | rectly across the street, and

William Thoreseh

2 chest wounds. ) mnuem_mm_nman been shot, Call
. . . ‘“ as been shot. Call an
Police Capt. Alvin Bilbo ambulance.”

wld say only that officers -
im his amuw_.::o..:o. It also was learned policp
wved a call at 8:24 am, to| b2d recovered a .38 caliber
-estigate a homicide at the | PIStol and ‘that the slaying
oresen home at 1034 East | 2PParently had taken place
itmbridge Ave. nearthe | 10.20 upper floor bedroom df
esno State College cam. ! the two story home. - :
s i Police indicated the slay-
U was learned. however, | ing climaxed a family quar-
‘L Mrs. Thoresen had gone | rel. They did not specify

ENDED IN MURDER .

is dead, wife held " °
5 : R

vorce in Phoenix, last Octo-
ber but the couple had been
living together in the Fresno
home while both pursued ap-
peals from their convictions
for illegal possession_ pf fire-4
grms. -~ - w2

T

o
N
r.oB a conviction in federal
court here last year on
charges of illegally shipping
firearms in interstate com-
merce. T

: The appellate court had
ruled that the trial court
must re-examine atopen
hearings two defenses made
by the couple before ruling
them guilty of illegal gun
idealing, .

Thoresen had called a
friend in San Francisco at 2
a.m. after learning of the
partial reversal, and the
friend described him as
“near hysterical.”

The Thoresens were par-
ents of a 7 year old son, Mi-
chael, whose custody had
heen. granted to Thoresen in
thi-givarce filings. . :
'$Po! at'the time of the slay-
the-McDermotts to their

Home. -
* His father is the gon of Wik

! The fatal sheoting éccurred
only & few hours:after Fhore.)
sen had learned that the Unit.]
ed States Court of Appeals
San Francisco had _granted |
both him and his wife a par-
tial victory in their appeal

the home of W.J. McDer- what triggered the quarrel.
It an aftorney living di-. Mrs. Thoresen filed for di-
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+ 34 child had departed for | .

ing and was later taken by |-
a steel fortune .aceumulated |
by his father: The brife was’
a speech- therapist who had

, —From Page 1!liam Thoresen II. president

of Great Western Steel Co. in
Chicago. The senior Thore-

sen and his wife were report..

ed enroute to Fresno to care
for the grandson, -

The slain man was reputed
to have inherited approxi-
mately $70 million from his
grandfather and a brother,
Richard, 24, who was found
shot to death under mysteri-
ous eircumstances in a rent-
ed car in Chicago in 1965.

A coroner’s jury was una-
ble to establish a motive for
the death but Thoresen al-
ways maintained his broth-
er's death was siicide.

The Thoresens were mar-
ried more than a decade ago
in Chicago in what was de-
scribed as a Cinderella wed-
ding for the pretty, brunette
bride. - ’ ’

Steel Fortune Helr -
The groom was the heir to

‘been reared in one of Chica-
£0's poorest-skip ‘neighbor.’
hoods. ", ;v )

< Brushes with the 1aw and
.spates of violends became fa--
‘miliar 16 ‘the Thoresens be-:

fore and during marriage. -

&

Before ‘marriage, he ‘was
put on twe years probation
fot stealing’ posters from.a

Jermy. terminal in’ Bar Har- |

Mrs. Thoresen

¥
&
£
-
#

bor, Maine. His wife was
with him at the time.
Knifed in Quarrel
" In 1957, Thoresen was.
stabbed whilequarreling
with a“parking lot attendant v
in Evanston, 1., and in 1958,
he was fined $50 for shoving
a Kenijlworth, IIl,, resident, -
SO f

.In 1964 he way wﬂaa&_
with a University of Arizona®
student for a series of bomh
explosions near a Tucson ra-
dio station but charges were
dropped. : <. .

In April, 1967, Thoresen
and his wife made their big-
gest news when the seven
tons of automatic firearms
and ammunition were found
in their marsion at 2801
Broadway in San Francisco’s
Pacific Heights. .

- X Tons &en.-. Ammo
Federal officials re

| covered, in. all,-28. tons of

weaponsand ammunttion
stored by thie Thiaresens in

Bay Area warehouses.

At the time, Thoresen de-;
scribed himiself. as. a dedi-
cated gun collectar. - ...

Shortly before the raid on |
the Pacific Hel :ﬁ.amm.mmma.
8 ‘beeti ar«
rested for attempting to ship_
ah automatic weapon via'sn®

alfline; - . o#RTT 0

She still "faees trial on that
‘tharge. - Ao

In the first phase of prose-

i

fThoresen was defended by
Fﬁuﬂnnrnﬁg J. W.

on the gun charges,

“Jake” Ehrlich whode. | variously as

A

———— ————— -

“a gun .n.au.y

scribed his tall, me,
often short-tempered client

1“a good A citizer:
and “a strange man.”,




