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' And J. W. (Jake) Ehrlich,

oresen’s one-time attorney

{during his first munitions

brysh with the law in North-
p: California, wasa't much

p helpful. -
COLLECTOR

“"ﬂe s a collectot,” Ehrlich
d the press even while lo-
cal and Federal agents werc
searching last year for his
gangling client. “I guess you
could call him a gun freak.”
‘Thoresen, whom most seri- |
ous gun buyers consider a bit'
uf a “pigeon™ (one who pax
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pitions), has never explained
why he ac@umulated, in his
home and in ‘Bay Area ware-
houses, such diverse items as,
flame throwers, Nazi hel-'
mets, sniper scopes and,
blank British ammunition.
And his wife, whom he met
k lin Chicago when he was hav-
i.:irg cpeech problems (she
»as a therapist) hasn't done
. ‘rauch to clear up the picture.
SILENCER
vderal agents have
Lhar},ed her, for example,
S lwith recelving a .45 caliber
maohme gun equipped with a
silencer — the kind of weap-,
on not even James Bond uses|
on assignment.
' United States Attorney ge
ik Pogle, who may. be ‘on
e Bodot cose: ok
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* Indeed, Chief State Deputy

Attorney General Charles A.

O'Brien, in the days follow-
ing ine discovery last year of
Thoresen’s peculiar treasure
trove, accused the young hot
air balloon racer of being a
sexual psychopath, an- man
who is inclined to bomb (ht~

exdxly) his oppenems, and a
connoisseur of brass knuck-|
les and blackjacks. [
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more than he should for mu-

! Police say'- Thoresenj|
“‘broke his pick” when, sev-
ieral years ago-he was con-
victed of stealing a cheap
‘painting.

' Upon «cnviction he was ad-
ljudged a felon, this prohibit-
‘ed him from obtainirg, for a
|few dollars, a Federal fire-
larms license which would
have allowed him to legally
deal in massive lots of muni-
tions.

But why didn’t he have hlSl
wife obtain such a license -~
'which prasumably wou‘.dl
‘have rendered them fotl: m-,
‘mune from prosecution —:
has never been made clear. |

CRASKH -

; And even as Thoresen Was‘
'scheduled io enter court here,
today, San Francisco police
were seeking him over a tan-
gled incident in Sam Francis-'
co on May 17: when Thoresen |
claimed his wife, witly their
;six-year-old son, hit a car at’
['1 stnpllght,
dress 3 the afxall'.
however, told police it was
Tl son, accompanied by al
riciite detective iir anctheg!

car, who ran into the car and :
then sped off. .

in any case, Thoresen uc- .
cused his wife, who has been .
named as chief accomplice’
in gun matters, of having
heen behind the wheel of the:
;car and rteportedly told po-
lice, “If you lock her up, I
want custody of the child.”
i Late last week, Thoresen
‘was said fo- be in Tucson,
'Ariz., where he has boasted
he has more than g nodding
:acquaintance wntn a, clase
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