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- Collector

Of Guns

Was Shot

Fresno Home
Death Scene

Soecial to The Examiner

FRESNO — William E.
Thoresen IIi. the eccen-
tric vounz millionaire
who once stuifed his San
Francisco mansionwith
seven tons of illegal weap-
ons, was shot to death in
his. home here early to-
day. .

His attractive wife. Louise.
32, was held for irvestigation.

Administrators  of St
Agnes Hospital here sgid the
31 year old heir to a steel for-

tune was dead on arrival at

the hospital from muiltiple
chest wounds.

Police Capt. Alvin Bilho
would say only that officers
from his department re-
ceived a call at 8:24 a.m. to
investigate a homicide at the
Thoresen home at 1034 East
Cambridge Ave. near the

Fresno State College cam- ._

pus.

THEIR COLORFUL MARITAL CAREER ENDS WITH' MURDER:
Heir William Thoresen is dead, his wife’ '

Louise .is h‘f.'g s
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Pistol Recovered
- It was learned, however,
that Mrs. Thoresen had gone
%o the home of a neighbor |
and said she :hag.just shot
sher husband...: - S
: It also was learned police
had recovered a .33 caliber
pistol and that the. slaying

-|-apparently’ had taken place

4N an upper floor bedroom of
the two story home. "

No motive has yet been es-
tablished for the slaying.
{Mrs. Thoresen had filed for
! divorce in Phoenix last Octo-
i ber but the couple had been
living together in the Fresno
home while both pursued ap- |
peals from their convictions
of illegal possession of fire.
arms.

Appellate Ruling

only a few hours after*Thore.
isen had learned that the Unit-
ed States, Court of Appeals in
71 8an Francisco had granted
Jboth him and his wife a par-
itial . victory in their.appeal
from a conviction in federal
peouit here last vear on:
icharges of illegally shipping
4 firearms~in -interstate, com-
umeree. 0
" The appeliate, court had
" ruled’ that’ the “trial court

The fatal shooting occurred |
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must re-examine atopen
‘hearings two defenses made
by the couple before ruling
them guilty of illegal gun
dealing. -~ .. A
Thoresen had called a
friend in San Francisco.at 2
a.m. after learning of the
partial reversal, and the
ffriend described. him as
'\“‘near hysterical.”
The Thoresens were par-

-ents of a 7 year old son, Mi--

chael, whose custody- had
been granted to Thoresen in
thé .divorce filings. e
“Fhe Thoresens - wére ‘mar-
ried more than a decade ago
in Chicago in what was de-
scribed as a Cinderella wed-
ding for the pretty, brunette
bride. :

‘% . Steel Fortune 'Hélrib _
+-The groom was the heirto
R- steel forfune accumulated

by his father. The bride was_

a: speech therapist who had
been reared in one of Chica-

go’s:.poorest’ slum neighbor- | :

heods. - .- . - -

: Brushes with the law and .

‘spates:-vf'violence became fa-

miliar to the Thoresens be-
fore and during marriage. ;
Before marriage, he was |
put on two years probation.
for stealing posters from a
ferry terminal in Bar Har-
bor, Maine. His wife was-
with him at the time. - -
i . Kuifed in Quarrel .
In 1957, Thoresen was
stabbed while quarreling
with a parking lot attendant
in Evanston, I1l., and in 195,
he was fined $50 for shoving
a Kenilworth, Ill., resident.

In 1964 he was arrested
with a University of Arizona
student for a series of bomb
explosions near a Tucsonra-
dio station but char‘ges were
dropped. - .

In April, 1967, Thoresen
and his ‘wife made their big-
gest mews when the seven
tons of- automnatic firearms
and ammunition were found;,
in their mansion at 2801
Broadway in San Frangisco’s
Pacific Heights. ™

Tos of Guns; Ammé |~
Federal officials re-
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covered, ip_all tons of
weaponsand ammunition»[
stored by the ‘Thoresens in’|
Bay Area warehouses... - e

At.the time, Thoresen do-;
hscribed himself as a dedi-
cated gun collector, =~

Shortly before ‘the raid.om:
the Pacific Heights mansion;:
Mrs. Thoresen had beén ars:
rested for affépting to ship
an automafic.avedpon via afy-
- airline, ’

' She still faces trial on tha
_charge. ’




