
T
he W

hite H
ouse w

ould have us believe that John D
ean 

III, by him
self 

and w
ithout aid, com

fort or advice from
 

anyone, conspired to activate the W
atergate break-in and 

then cover it up so no one w
ould ever know

 that people in 
P

resident N
ixon's A

dm
inistration w

ere involved. T
he w

ay 
they m

ake it sound D
ean answ

ered to nobody. 
A

ll right, let's raise that one up the flagpole. 
P

resid
en

t: Jo
h

n
, B

o
b

 H
ald

em
an

 ju
st to

ld
 m

e w
h

at a 
w

onderful job you're doing. 
D

ean
: T

h
an

k
 y

o
u
, M

r. P
resid

en
t. B

u
t fran

k
ly

 I don't 
think it w

as B
ob's job to tell you anything. 

 
P

resident: I'm
 sdrry about that, John. T

ell m
e, just out 

of curiosity w
hat have you been doing that B

ob considers 
such a w

onderful thing?, 
D

ean
: I'm

 n
o
t at lib

erty
 to

 tell y
o
u
, M

r. P
resid

en
t. It's 

very confidential. 
P

resid
en

t: B
u

t I'm
 th

e P
resid

en
t o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. 

S
houldn't I know

? 
D

ean: M
r. P

resident, W
hen it's tim

e for you to know
, 

B
. n

g
 

I'll inform
 you. In thp m

eantim
e, get off m

y back. 
P

resident: I didn't m
ean to offend you, John. I w

as just 
trying to get som

e inform
ation on a m

atter that w
ill prob-

ably affect m
e sooner or later. 

D
ean: T

his is a security problem
 and, as your counsel, I 

cannot discuss it w
ith you, B

ob H
aldem

an, John E
hrlich-

m
an or anybody else. N

ow
 I'm

 very busy and if you have 
nothing m

ore to . say I'm
 going back to m

y office. 
P

resid
en

t: I d
id

n
't m

ean
 to

 tak
e u

p
 y

o
u

r tim
e, Jo

h
n

. 
C

ould you give m
e a teensy w

eensy hint as to w
hat you're

.  
B

y A
rt B

u
ch

w
ald 

w
orking on? 	

• 
D

ean: M
r. P

resident, you know
 very w

ell I C
an't do that. 

If you don't feel I'm
 doing a good job, get yourself another 

law
yer. 

P
resident: I don't w

ant another law
yer. I w

ant you, John.  

B
ut you can't blam

e m
e for w

anting to know
 w

hat's going 
on around here. 

D
ean: W

hy don't you ask H
aldem

an if he's so sm
art. 

• 
H

aldem
an: M

r. P
resident, all I know

 is John is doing a 
good job. I never asked him

 w
hat he w

as doing. 
P

resident: W
ell luiW

 do yoti knO
w

 'hers "dijihreitirrbr'A  
then? 

H
aldem

an: Just by the w
ay he keeps hi$,O

ok.ip,s 11),
—  

ably one of the neatest m
en in the W

hit*Iiins4 
know

 a m
an's doing a good job w

hin. he A
deisn'i*A

veleny 
papers on his desk. 

D
ean: O

h yeah? W
ell keep Y

our nose out of m
y office, 

H
aldem

an. I m
ight have som

ething in there I don't w
ant 

you to see. 
P

resident: P
lease, m

en, no fighting. W
e're one happy 

fam
ily in the W

hite H
ouse. R

ight? 
D

ean: I suppose so. 
P

resident: L
et m

e ask you one m
ore question. A

re you 
absolutely sure, "John,-that 'there is nothing I should know

 
concerning the people w

ho w
ork for m

e? 
D

ean: B
oy, you never give up do you, M

r. P
resident? 

H
aldem

an: If w
e thought you w

ere going to get so upset, 
John; w

e never w
ould have called you into the O

val O
ffice. 

D
ean: I'm

 sorry. I guess I'V
e been w

orking too hard, 
w

hat w
ith covering up and ..." 

P
resident: C

overing up? 
D

ean: Y
ou know

 w
hat I m

ean. It gets cold at night in 
A

lexandria and m
y w

ife alw
ays keeps telling m

e to cover 
up. W

ell, I'll see you later. (H
e exits). 

P
resident: B

ob I like that kid. H
e's a team

 player. 
H

aldem
an: H

e's the salt of the eartbkpreskdent..4 
w

ish w
e had a hundre'd liki him

. 
P

resident: S
end him

 an electric blanket as 1a gift from
 

m
e. I don't w

ant him
 to catch cold. 

1973. L
os A

ngeles T
im

es 

C
apitol 

P
unishm

ent 

M
r. 

P
resident, 

Q
uit 


