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T
he tow

n of G
em

stone w
as all in a tizzy. B

ig' John 
C

onnally w
as ridingin on his palom

ino horse, sitting 
straight in the saddle,-his eyes shaded by a large, w

hite 
hat. 

H
e tied up his horse and w

alked into the Saltion. 
"W

hatcha doing in tow
n, B

ig John?": the bartender 
inquired. 	

• 	
- 

"C
om

e in to help Sheriff D
ick M

ilhous," B
ig John 

said "U
nderstand he's been having a 'little trouble in 

these here-parts." 
"N

othing' serious," one of the m
en at the: bar said. 

"H
is deputies have been- accused of cattle rustling,. 

horse stealing, bank robbery, sw
earing and lying. K

ind 
of tough on the Sheriff 'cause he did so w

ell in the last 
election." 

"W
al,"- said B

ig John, -"A
hltstraighteri the W

hole 
m

ess out. A
ll w

e gotta do .is clean house and everyone 
W

ill forget w
hat the deputies-did.G

uess A
h'11 'w

ander 
;over and see D

ick now
. A

h Soho w
ould like to look 

over the place anyw
ay, just in case A

h w
ant to run for 

sheriff som
etim

e m
yself." 

B
ig John w

alked across the street to the sheriff'S'of-
flee and knocked on the door. 

"Sheriff, it'S'm
e B

ig John. A
h cattle to help you out 

O
f your troubles ... Sheriff, you in there?" : 
T

here w
as no reply. E

veryone w
as w

atching to see 
w

hat B
ig 'John w

ould do. H
e looked at them

. "IS he in 
there?" 

"Y
up," one of the m

en said. 
B

ig John w
ent around to one of the w

indow
s and 

tapped on it. "D
ick, it's okay to open up the door. 'A

h'm
 

here to help you save G
em

stone."  
T

here w
as still no reply. 

B
ig John turned to the crow

d. "Y
ou sure he's really 

in there?" 
"Y

up, he com
es out once in a w

hile and tells us he 
'didn't know

 nothing about his deputies' cattle rustling, 
horse stealing, sw

earing and, lying. A
nd than' he ,goes 

back in and locks the door." 

T
here w

as a aninnotion at the cti tiftlienSe next to: th
e 

"saloon
• 	

z • ::: 	
, 

"W
hats going fon there?" B

ig -John asked. 
- •  

' "that'ir-the -deputtei. 'they keeir beingcalled in, to 
the court to testify against eacii-other: Eat O

f stuff W
efit.h4: 

on in thiS tow
itIn th

e last year tiohedy:kneW
_.thing..1 

• 
about ;* 	

w
ould:haV

e stole the toW
tr!r 

qtpiarelt It -hadn't been nailed daw
n. 

to give you a lielningsliarid. Y
on:jest: ten. A

hat41.69r":: 

 
:,:l`There't got to be:Som

e w
ay.  A

li C
an get' hi to See then_ 

• Sheriff;" B
ig 	

clim
bed 	

to-sthe 
floor balcony and:• peered in. T

hen he Shotited;":"N
eW

,-.: 
166k here; D

ick; A
h'.roda' all the4a3?in.from

 /T
ension- •: 

....: 47(4PieeaT
si;e 11111.  
silence.)  

- 	
- 

, 
"H

e ain't com
ing out," a m

an said. "Y
ou're-  w

asting=: 
Y

hur breath. H
e's' m

ad et.leveryone, 	
the,-.G

eW
 

atone Post for w
riting all about it.' 	

:6
 

l
b

e
r
i
f
f
! "

  B
ig JohniS

hO
nted:agalit',`'W

hathilattla,,
 

have M
eN

oitie 
g9f1 0

.4
1

7
. 

etrew
ctstarted longifing. "B

iglohli,-hOW
:yOU ester?' 

going tor, 
qonle sheriff 

O
f this place irthe* present 

Sherift???O
ntekeph talk ta: you 

Suddenly ',the's: w
indow

 .,opened es. crack and Sheriff 
M

ilhaus poked his nose: but. H
e_talked_to_B

ig. John _for__ _ 
about three 
	and then shut the w

indow
" again. 

B
ig John clim

bed dow
n from

, ther-balconf, 
'"W

hot*bilsay?" som
eone in the.crou€ asked. 

"Ave had,":•a; -:,iiiee frieidly, chat and Ithink it did us 
both 07: lot',.0

; 0
0
."

 . 	
, 

T
hen B

ig John tintleilhie horse and gut,baC
kinto4lie 

saddle and started:-rifling out of tow
n:' 

"A
in't; you staying around, B

ig John?'"' 
sh

o
u
te

d
.' .; ' 

. B
ig John didn't reply. 	

jusfrode off Int&
 thtilith 

set, 
g

)71973:11C
os 
	

' 
' 


