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P
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A
ll the 

People, 

A
ll of 

T
he 

T
im

e 

B
y A

rt B
achw

akl 

"R
on, have you see m

y tapes?" 
"Y

ou're sitting on them
, M

r. P
resident." 

"O
h yes, I forgot. N

o one is going to get these tapes, 
R

on. I w
ant to m

ake that perfectly clear." 
"I know

 that, M
r. P

resident. B
ut you've been sitting 

o
n
 t*

m
 fo

r th
ree d

ay
s. D

o
n
't y

o
u
 th

in
k
 y

o
u
 o

u
g
h
t 

to get som
e sleep? W

e could put the tapes in a safe." 
"I'm

 not going to let them
 out of m

y sight. T
hey 

w
ould love to have m

e go to bed and leave m
y tapes 

in
 m

y
 safe." 

"T
hey?" 

"A
ll of them

 out there w
ho are trying to get m

e. 
R

on, do you know
 they're trying to hang m

e w
ith m

y 
ow

n tapes? W
ell, I have a big surprise for them

. I've 
heard these tapes and I'm

 innocent. B
ut they'll never 

hear them
. F

or the rest of their lives they'll alw
ays 

w
onder w

hat w
as on them

." 
"T

h
at's tru

e, sir. B
u
t y

o
u
 can

't k
eep

 sittin
g
 o

n
 

the 'tapes for the rest of your adm
inistration. W

hy 
d

o
n
't y

o
u

 g
iv

e th
em

 to
 so

m
eo

n
e y

o
u

 tru
st to

 safe-
guard them

 for you?" 
"R

o
n

, I learn
ed

 a lo
n

g
, lo

n
g

 tim
e ag

o
 th

at y
o

u
 

can't trust anybody. T
hat's w

hy I m
ade all these tapes. 

N
ow

 they can't 
say th

ey
 to

ld
 m

e o
n
e th

in
g
 w

h
en

 
they told m

e another. I've got them
, R

on, and they 
know

 I've got them
." 

"B
ut m

ost of the people you bugged, M
r. P

resi-
dent, w

ere those w
ho w

orked for you." 
"W

hat about the M
arch of D

im
es child? T

he M
aid 

of C
otton? W

hat about the B
oy S

couts of A
m

erica 
w

h
en

 th
ey

 cam
e to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se? I'm

 sittin
g
 

on it all, R
on. T

hat's w
hat driving them

 nuts." 
"A

ren't you uncom
fortable sitting on them

 day and 
night?" 

"N
o
, R

o
n
, an

d
 d

o
 y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 w
h
y
? B

ecau
se I'm

 
sittin

g
 o

n
 h

isto
ry

. W
h
en

 fu
tu

re P
resid

en
ts sit o

n
  

these tapes they're going to say, 'G
od bless R

ichard 
N

ixon for not giving them
 to the senate W

atergate 
C

om
m

ittee.'" 
"A

ll the sam
e, sir, the S

ecret S
ervice has assured 

m
e an

y
 tim

e y
o
u
 w

an
t to

 give u
p
 th

e tap
es, th

ey
 

w
ill m

ake certain that no one gets them
?' 	

- 
"R

o
n
, I h

av
e o

n
ly

 9
0
3
 d

ay
s as P

resid
en

t o
f th

e 
U

nited S
tates, and do you know

 w
hat I'm

 going to do 
w

ith that tim
e?" 

"N
o, sir." 

"I'm
 going to sit on these tapes." 

"T
hat's w

onderful, M
r. President." 

"T
heY

 can threaten m
e—

they can subpoena m
e—

they can even im
peach m

e, but they're not going to 
get one spool." 

"Y
ou're a real P

rofile in C
ourage, M

r. P
resident." 

"N
ow

 I know
 there are som

e people w
ho are going 

to say, `T
ricky D

ick is up to his dirty tricks'—
and I 

know
 there are som

e people w
ho are going to ask, 'If 

he's innocent w
hy doesn't he turn the tapes over to 

C
ox?'—

and I know
 others are going to say I doctored 

the tapes." 
"B

u
t w

h
en

 I to
o

k
 th

is o
ffice in

 1
9

6
8

 I v
o

w
ed

 I 
w

o
u
ld

 n
ev

er d
o
 th

e easy
 th

in
g
, th

e p
o
p
u
lar th

in
g
, 

the political thing. R
on, the toughest decision I ever 

had to m
ake w

as w
hether I w

ould tape som
e of the 

p
eo

p
le all o

f th
e tim

e, o
r all o

f th
e p

eo
p
le so

m
e 

of the tim
e. It w

as only w
hen I talked w

ith B
utter-

field that I found out I could tape all of the people 
• all of the tim

e. It w
as probably the greatest day of 

m
y life." 
"Y

ou sure you don't w
ant to go to bed, M

r. Presi-
dent?" 

"N
o, R

on, I think I'll stay here and relax w
ith this 

tape of the John C
onnally C

oncerto in F
 S

harp M
inor. 
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