
P
unishm

ent 
 

C
apitol 

Shultz, 

M
eet 

E
llsberg, 

tProxm
ire, 

Schorr., . 

B
uchw

ald 

If anyone doubts w
e have a different kind of regim

e 
in the W

hite H
ouse ,than w

e had a year ago I refer 
them

 to the events of last w
eek. 

M
el L

aird, the P
resident's chief adviser for dom

estic 
affairs, m

en
tio

n
ed

 a p
o
ssib

le tax
 raise in

 a p
ress 

conference. A
n angry Secretary of the T

reasury G
eorge 

Shultz com
plained that every tim

e he leaves the country 
L

aird gives a itiress conference on econom
ic affairs. 

H
e said, and the w

orld quoted him
, "I think the P

resi-
dent's adviser-ifor dom

estic affairs can keep, his cotton 
picking hands;aff econom

ic policy for a change." 
N

ow
 the beauty of this exchange is that w

ith the new
 

team
 in the W

hite H
ouse, G

eorge Shultz could say such 
a thing about the P

resident's chief adviser for dom
estic 

affairs w
ith

o
u
t fear o

f b
ein

g
 b

u
g
g
ed

, b
u
rg

led
 an

d
 

banished by the President's top aides. 
H

ad John E
hrlichm

an been in charge of dom
estic 

affairs the script m
ight have been entirely different. 

A
fter S

hultz held his press conference in T
okyo, 

E
hrlichm

an could have called up C
harles C

olson and 
asked, "W

hat have, w
e got on Shultz?" 

"N
othing so far, except that he's the. S

ecretary of 
the T

reasury." 
"D

id you see w
hat he said about m

e .inJapan? H
e 

said I should keep m
y cotton picking hands off the 

econom
y." 

"W
h
at ch

eek
! S

h
o
u
ld

 w
e p

u
t h

im
 o

n
 th

e en
em

y
 

list?" 
"W

e h
av

e to
 d

o
 m

o
re th

an
 th

at., I th
in

k
 th

is is a 
job for the plum

bers." 
(E

nter E
gil K

rogh and his plum
bers.) 

"E
gil, I w

ant a psychiatric profile on G
eorge S

hultz. 
B

reak into his psychiatrist'S
 office and bring m

e back 
his files." 

"Suppose he doesn't have a psychiatrist?" 
"T

hen I'll call the C
IA

 and tell them
 to m

ake one up.  

T
his is a m

atter of urgent national security." 
"H

ow
's that?" 

"H
e called m

e a cotton picker." 
"I got you, John. L

et's go, plum
bers. W

e have to save 
the country again." 

"M
iss B

latford, send in John D
ean." 

(E
nter John D

ean.)- 
"D

ean, the P
resident w

ishes you to personally in-
vestigate G

eorge Shultz. I w
ant to know

 w
here he goes 

at night, w
hom

 he sees and w
hat he/does w

hen he isn't 
fighting inflation. A

fter you get the inform
ation, go to 

C
am

p D
avid and w

rite up a full report." 
"Y

es sir, Jahn, I'll call P
at G

ray right aw
ay and get 

the F
B

I on it." 
"A

lso tap S
hultz's telephone. H

e's trying to m
ortally 

w
ound 'm

e." 
D

on't w
orry. I w

ill launch the m
ost thorough investi-

gation in the history of the W
hite H

ouse." 
"M

iss B
latford, get m

e B
ob H

aldem
an." 

"B
ob, this is E

hrlichm
an. D

id you see w
hat S

hultz 
said about m

e in T
okyo? . . . R

ight. D
on't w

orry I've 
alreadY

,taken care of it. D
ean is launching an investiga- 

tion. 	
. W

hen w
e get the goods on S

hultz w
e'll leave 

him
 tw

isting slow
ly, slow

ly in the w
ind. D

oes the 
the P

resident know
 anything about S

hultti's press con- 
ference on taxes?. . 	

G
ood. D

on't tell him
. . . . T

he 
less he know

s about anything the better it is for the 
country." 

T
hat m

ight have been how
 it w

ould have gone if 
John E

hrlichm
an had still been in charge of dom

estic 
affairs. B

ut fortunately M
el L

aird is .running things in 
the W

hite H
ouse and Shultz has nothing to fear. T

hanks 
to a new

 m
ood in the adm

inistration, calling a W
hite 

H
ouse aide a cotton picker is no longer considered a 

capital crim
e in W

ashington. 
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os A
ngeles T

im
es 


