
R
epublic 

In C
risis: 

Its O
n

ly 

A
 M

atter 

O
f T

im
e 

B
y A

rt B
u

ch
w

yld 

A
m

erican
s are g

ro
g
g
y
 fro

m
 k

eep
in

g
 u

p
 w

ith
 all 

the things happening to their governm
ent in the past 

y
ear. S

o
 far th

e p
eo

p
le b

ein
g
 b

lam
ed

 fo
r th

is are 
the press, overzealous aides in the N

ixon adm
inistration, 

th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t an
d
 th

e S
en

ate W
aterg

ate 
C

om
m

ittee. 
B

u
t T

eeb
o
ld

 R
atam

ey
er, a co

m
p
u
ter ex

p
ert, h

as 
an

o
th

er th
eo

ry
. H

e th
in

k
s th

at th
e T

im
e M

ach
in

e 
is out of synchronization. H

e feels that unless som
eone 

g
ets it b

ack
 in

 o
rd

er w
e w

ill n
ev

er b
e ab

le to
 so

rt 
out our troubles. 

"A
s far as I know

," he told m
e, "T

he T
im

e M
achine 

w
as w

o
rk

in
g
 p

erfectly
 u

p
 u

n
til th

e electio
n
. N

ix
o
n
 

receiv
ed

 h
is m

an
d
ate an

d
 th

e m
ach

in
e h

ad
 b

een
 

program
m

ed to give us a peace w
ith honor soon after-

w
ard

s. B
u
t th

en
 so

m
eo

n
e fed

 W
aterg

ate in
to

 th
e 

m
achine and it's been acting erratically ever since." 
"H

o
w

 d
o
 y

o
u
 m

ean
?" 

"W
ell for one thing, this is the first tim

e in history 
that you've had gasoline rationing 

after 
a w

ar w
as 

over. In fact it w
as only after w

e stopped fighting that 
w

e had shortages of any kind." 
"It does sound hayw

ire," I adm
itted, 

"N
ow

 look at W
atergate. T

he T
im

e M
achine w

as 
p
ro

g
ram

m
ed

 fo
r a scan

d
al in

 N
ix

o
n
's ad

m
in

istra-
tio

n
. . . . E

v
ery

 ad
m

in
istratio

n
 m

u
st h

av
e at least 

one. B
ut W

atergate produced a dozen, plus tw
o C

on-
stitu

tio
n
al crises in

 o
n
e y

ear." 
"T

w
o?" 

"T
hat's correct. Y

ou •have the question of the P
res-

dent being forced to give up his tapes, and you have 
th

e q
u
estio

n
 o

f w
h
eth

er a V
ice P

resid
en

t can
 b

e 
in

d
icted

 fo
r a crim

e b
efo

re h
e's im

p
each

ed
. In

 th
e 

past, the T
im

e M
achine has only given, us one con-

stitu
tio

n
al crisis ev

ery
 2

0
 y

ears." 

"M
aybe som

eone has speeded up the m
achine," I 

suggested. 
"T

hat's a possibility,". R
atam

eyer said. "It m
ight 

explain the rate of inflation. W
e know

 that w
e m

ust 
expect a certain am

ount of inflation every year, but 
w

h
at's b

een
 h

ap
p
en

in
g
 in

 th
e last six

 m
o
n
th

s ss 
ridiculous. O

nly a T
im

e M
achine that's gone com

-
pletely beserk could allow

 prices to increase at the 
rate they have." 

"D
o you think the D

em
ocrats have been m

essing 
w

ith the T
im

e M
achine to m

ake N
ixon look bad?" 

"I doubt it," said R
atam

eyer. "T
hey're just as m

uch 
victim

s of it as the R
epublicans. H

ere they have the 
greatest political scandal in the history of the nation 
and they don't even know

 w
hat to do w

ith it. A
nyone 

w
h
o
 co

u
ld

 fix
 c T

im
e M

ach
in

e w
o
u
ld

 b
e b

rig
h
t 

enough to have a plan." 
"I m

ust adm
it your theory has som

e validity." 
"T

he T
im

e M
achine is not only out of w

hack po-
litically

, b
u
t it's also

 o
u
t o

f w
h
ack

 so
cially

. M
o
re 

people are getting divorced than are getting m
arried 

this year." 
"T

hat in itself is a C
onstitutional crisis," I said. 

"W
e'v

e g
o
n
e to

 th
e m

o
o
n
, b

u
t w

e can
't h

eat o
u
r 

hom
es. A

nd the higher the standard of living gets in 
this country, the m

ore chance you have of choking 
to death." 

"W
hat can w

e do?" 
"S

om
eone has got to get to the T

im
e M

achine and 
repair it. W

e've got to put it back in w
orking order 

b
efo

re it g
ets to

 all o
f u

s." 
"B

u
t w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 d
o
 it?" I ask

ed
. 

"It's really
 a jo

b
 fo

r S
u
p
erm

an
." 

"W
hy not?" 

"I called him
," said R

atam
eyer, "but he told m

e he 
doesn't m

ake house calls." 
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