T he Plumbe}r? '-

By Art Buchwald

WASHINGTON—It was May.1975 and the Watergate K
hearings were still being televised every day. it 'was the

longest show in the history of television and, like “The *

Forsyte “Saga,” it was hard to keep all the characters -
straight. :
The Bilkin family sat
eyed, but determined to see: it thréugh. .
On the stand was John Dean III who had been testl-
fying every day for eight months.
Maude Bilkin said, “What mglooklpg Jhoy. Tr1c1a
made a smart choice marrymg L e
“Tricia isn’t married to John Dean,” Alan Bilkin saxd

_“She’s married to Jeb.Magruder.”

" The Bilkins' 16-ygar-old daughter; SENiE, spoke up, “11
thought Julie was married to Jeb Magtuder and Tricia
was married to §ea..Sam:Ervin.”,

“No,” said Jodl,
marned to Maﬁ.’ha Mxtchell Their son is Henry
Kissinger.”

nt o .their set bleary-"

i

the t8iyear-old son. “Sam Ervin is -

Maude replied 1 thought Hen vKls__smger was the '
o eineer was e

rlichran.”
hlS head

nephew of John

Alan Bilkin s
last year when
was H. R. Hald
“That’s nght

- listen.”--

Nixon.”

—on Tricia.”

Rica,” Maude said; ;
“I don’t remeniber that:™ id.
“You were ‘working that day,” Maude explained.
“What happeneidto Dick.Helms?” Alan asked. :
“Dick Helms hetane the head of the Buresu of Indian
Affairs and lost aﬁnger at Wounded Knee;” Joel said. -
“I thought
Ellie said.

CIA i Alan sai
“Wasn’t Da
Maude asked.

mandant,” Elli

“No, Kleindiefit bpca I]
Beard movéd t(ﬁn%euver%‘?

©“It does see dhard_to follow ” Maude said; “Let’s -

. Ellie said,

“What happened to
‘“He married Brezh
Maude ‘replied, *
married Brezhpey':
married 6 Pat.¥

“lives in Ma'ine[ Wi

“I'thought Jane
Ellsberg’s psychis

“You were g
“Do you thlq
“I hope not,’%



