Dsar Jim,  Relliag Stems 10/10/74/WxPest's WG reperting 11/10/74

4s you way recall, I Wegum te yet suspicieus ef the Pest beys when they woeuld net
fellew the mest sellid Muliem leads., Fimally I wreoke all ceutact with etk umé was in
teuch with Sygeman and ethers fer a vwhils, Lz time pacsed I developed the theory that
they were seing fed, met just leaked te. The Cadiy chapter of The Uninpeschment, written
a8 seox as I read All the Pregident's Mem, uses it te shew that the CIA was the fevded.
That, ix «ffect, t'e CIA gave the Pest its Pulitzer,

I Jmew mleaut Fiak ceing thekr research fer them souetime in early 1973 at tke latest,
when I vas leeking fer zemcenc te edit the firgt draft of the first sud averleng WG beol,
A friemd of a friemd, a man whe spends ruch time at the Lisrary of Ceagress, keew Fimk
and that ke was weridng there fer Bermatein and Weedward. Se, I made me centact with Fimi,

There is, of ceurse, much the Pest did met use. 'l‘hc‘m is alae the ganitigeé line
of the Post's weys beek, which required me real WG data. Shis sheuls have left Fiuk in
pousesslen of much stufl of thu kiad that eme weuld expect Reliing Steme te 2o for, ¥
the Poet beys let hiu huve quything ituey get and didwn't usge,

Taking Fink's plece ag an exwaple, I'd 8zy they were limit#dr him te whet he dug
up ia the Lisrnry and ret feesinz hiu het leads te use im his #digoding fer them, There is
eigsing fren this Fimk pioce what the Pest had mud €ifn't uee on the kreak-ias thet I get
frem the Pest, seme ef whut vas ripped off frem me, The exceptier in this caze ic that I
had cemis: cad Tiles elaewhere swze of this wefere I ram eut of cepylng paper ané still
have sexe ef the puges the Post cisa't use wad apparently Fimk didn't have wecsusce I can't
irggine hin st uaiug efficial kmewledge if net cemnection with these break-ims if he hod
ite dis piece seons e we restricted entirely te what was prirted, It has a few mors details
on geme thak I had, minc esming frew twe seurces other than these gecrets » the Fest uxe less
frequestly, the Times. On the sther humd, with sese he exits aignifiemut deteils tuut I
have includes im the sacend week that are met secrat.

Souawedy rap the ship srotiy ticht. Tight eneugih 96 the researcher weule net have
sucrets. Amd what seorets? Thouse thut refleet wasly em the CIA. I ge iute this with Walters®
toatimeny ~ met the publishei versien - befere the eversight cemmittee.

Hunter Theupsen did net wy hiagelf wut ne te sleep but I fell aulesp reading kis
te me tediun, Fer the first time in & lemy time I got semo shysical exercise, a stiff bout
of powing - imagine mowing in this elimate imte Neveumer! - fellowed after a short rest
by pulling sut fer sawimg dewned wesd and Pugking over dead treus snd drageing them eut,

I'd apetted theae trees last year as these that would ret fairly faet, essugh te leave ne
stumes if I Bx gave them time. N ctumps meonimz I cam uze n mewer in the nearky voeds amd
keey the henmeysuckle and peisen dewn butter, It was tirimg, emeugh se I 2zain verdered at

my lack of stamina. Se, insteas ef werking em the shert clippings lil hae Wocm keeping for

me, wkich weuld have reguired getting up and ¢owm to file, I ruad lemger pices. Scveral were
frea Potompo. I feund Halie#t's imfermstive and misinfermutive but imterestirg. The lupt

of tiiu puries was Thempsen's. I remembored the big epeming teaser akeut thic greet accompligh-
ment of rewriting evermight amd hud saved if for last, expocting the west,

Tex full, larg: pages fer this methingmess? Of ceurue they ha: tum pages te fill, which
beooxes u ceumentary en the new hreed of politicsl scientists amé their editers of the now
dernals of pelitical cemmentary. Yeu ure aware ef my stromg letter te Rellin; Stens ex thisg
»lam te have Kniger de an article en assassination theerive, wkich lisits them te muts and
gives nuts and misimfersatier all that atteatiem. This is ef the same cleth. Aui Ksiser is
enthat kdck, ws Lesar teld mc yeoterday er the éxy wefere in venderiay whether he would Spesk
te faiger. It tells me again that for all their sikdills they remsin pelitcal wabicz amé
esiteriul incenpetents outside these slicille. Cempare, for sxample, with wkat I've widitten,
Amé this is met te brag, Wecause I was tes éeeply imte tes much :lge whem I wrete. But ia
1972 I wrete what teday requires me rewriting frew develepments and Mere tham six wemths
before this Thompsen wiece titled o beck with ensugh understunding te anticipate the kind of
mistake ke and all the gomius at Relling Steme did met. When askee »y & German pub;isher's
represcatative the end of the menth eof the break~im er thereaweuts I gace resizmatien ag ene
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of elder fellews like us, having ne direct centact with all the peweplc the Relling Stenme

crowd de sxily, ¢euld see this clearly emeugh, what kims eof celisctive judgement de they

have getting themselics Wweeky-trapped inte that kind ef situstien, witk 10 pages outdated
in a winubte and with all that space te fill en deacline?

If netiing else tie rvauctien of the Hixem hardeere e tlie Nixem lamguage sheule havo
Warnce them he was en the way out, the questiens Woiiy hevw and whex,

Perhays 4in my weariness = missed what is werthwhile in Theupsen's plece. I nedied
over it eften enough wefere epting a lenger wnight's sleep. I recall clearly encugh hig
Juvenile recerd as o potty thikf, all these fueks and shits he speke that ke hué ts
sreserve in irparishabkle type. Hew ke wezom days with s pertalle TV with which he cmaled

the fence ateund the awimminz peel of the expensive hotel ir which he werked se hard, The
Bagu ale. ¥is cemstormatien whem his stery was ruined by evil eld Nixea. (They ceulén't
ever anticipate that cenfeasien of direct, perasmal kemvledge and imvelvament weuld met
feree suncthing?)

If I misned vhet I sheuld met have, please tell me,

‘What this tells e iz that Rellingz Steme is em ever-rick, extravagaunt coux: cisl-
izatien of the yeung that sroduces sttructive writimg that is net helpful te the undore
standing ef their verld Wy the ysung, that it is dm kind & of Estzbliskmentzrian deal,

It did net tuie s to tell ne, The Relling Stame apureach to aspessinstiens had
plrwndy told me it is en irrespenciile eporatlen when it deals with serisus mattera. It
can and prehbasly dees preduce sene geod gtuff, eut when it yets inte what reguires in-
slzat and wadersiunding, es these kimes el steries ée, it lacke weth wae dighes cut te
ite spoclal aueionct exuctly the suawe Kimd of siminefrustien that the struight Estaslighe
sdvatarian presc deeg.

dither wauy the trusting yeung and the awsller porcentaze ef trusting net yeung
are met inforxed er are misinfermes,

When I went e bod I was awske snsuzh ts think seeut this until in sed I fell
asleese I leck back s o decade of doalinmg with enuly bregkizg steries ef widek I have met
lz2gs thar a millien verds in ceupleted wecks, I cam t think ef ary rewritinrc thet iz
required oy evirnte. The clesest thing te it was heéged, Garrisen. There I rsduced it te
az expressiex ¢f hepe. The firat WG besk mesds me charge: frex develepments. The secaud,
aluest cespleted, with sarrewer fecus, alse nceds meme. Neu: if sue max of xe rpecial
gunius car write weoks thic way, & msgazine with 51l these famoy beght dreies esn't?

If 2 ten~year record ef net being deted while writimg of Wreskixg steries iz
xet preef thet it i: net khard, -kat can we? If it were 211 thot karé I'4 net bave besnm
asle {e do it. Ix the soak about te ceme eut, writtes weforc these evemts, when Hixen
reeigned all that I added is a feotmete sn the date, No xors was nocded. Thic keek hos muech
o2 Ford. ¢ werd mew nesds ehangins sxd meze ever will.

I guess that whet I em reclly seyimg iz thet the basie understemdirez i eawsy fer
these net wawilling te understand, and that this mew reed, its its speciel kind ef ine
fermative exprossien, dessn't give a fuek er care a shit. “t mukes memey from its special
suéience, achievirg a kine of fane awi gtetus st the some tise, snd vkat else ceunts?

Maywe ene t img: thet the fucked-up mivds find it fum, distinguishing sewehow
betweer fuck and shit, ,

Deu*t stop where you can't muke types eut. I wanted most of gll te recerd that
there reslly is mevhire peeple of any uge can turm fer dependadle infermutier.

Which is what I'11 tell “aiger of himself amf his jeurnal sheulé he call me while en
kis junket they are peying fer. Amd ethers frem whem I bhave mall t» snswery tids new
kreed of youmg ceumercislizers callirg theuselves the Assscsimatien InCerustien ¥urean.

Thenks and »est,



