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W
ash

in
gton

 —
 W

atergate isn
't all th

at R
ich

ard
 

N
ixon

 tried
 to h

id
e. F

or 22 years, h
e an

d
 h

is h
eirs 

fought to keep secret w
hat W

hite H
ouse tapes show

: 
th

at h
e th

an
k

ed
 a G

reek
 b

u
sin

essm
an

 for p
rovid

in
g 

hush m
oney, set a $250,000 price on am

bassadorships 
and had Sen. E

dw
ard M

. K
ennedy tailed in search of 

scandal. 
N

ew
ly published transcripts of N

ixon's tapes show
 

an adm
inistration w

ilting under the W
atergate scan-

dal, w
hich began w

ith the W
hite H

ouse-directed 1972 
break-in at D

em
ocratic headquarters. T

hey show
 that 

as W
atergate began to unfold, N

ixon insisted he could 
hold on to office. 

"
If I w

alk
 ou

t of th
is office, you

 k
n

ow
, on

 th
is [ex-

p
letive d

eleted
] stu

ff, w
h

y it w
ou

ld
 leave a m

ark
 on

 
th

e A
m

erican
 p

olitical system
,"

 h
e told

 ch
ief of staff 

H
.R

. H
aldem

an in M
ay, 1973. "B

ut the other thing is 
. . if th

ey ever w
an

t to get u
p

 to th
e im

p
each

m
en

t 
th

in
g, fin

e, fin
e . . . M

y view
 is th

en
, figh

t lik
e h

ell."
 

T
he transcripts shed new

 light on the lingering ques-
tion: G

iven that so m
uch dam

ning evidence w
as on the 

tapes, w
hy didn't N

ixon destroy them
? U

ltim
ately they 

provided evidence of his involvem
ent in the W

atergate H
ush m

oney, spying 
am

ong office dealings 
cover-up and prom

pted him
 on A

ug. 9, 1974, to becom
e 

the only president in history to resign. 
T

h
e exp

lan
ation

: N
ixon

 th
ou

gh
t h

e cou
ld

 u
se th

e 
tapes selectively to prove his innocence if he w

ere put 
on

 trial. M
oreover, says h

istorian
 S

tan
ley K

u
tler, 

N
ixon

 th
ou

gh
t h

e cou
ld

 m
ak

e m
on

ey from
 th

em
. 

K
u

tler filed
 th

e law
su

it th
at forced

 N
ixon

's h
eirs to 

release 201 h
ou

rs of tap
es. T

h
e resu

lt is p
u

b
lish

ed
 in

 
"A

buse of P
ow

er," a book to be in the bookstores next 
m

onth. A
 copy w

as m
ade available F

riday to T
he A

s-
sociated

 P
ress. T

h
e tap

es, says K
u

tler, "
reveal a 

p
resid

en
t d

eep
ly an

d
 in

tim
ately in

volved
 in

 som
e-

tim
es crim

inal abuses of pow
er, both before and after 

the W
atergate break-in." 

E
xam

ples: 
• N

ixon invited w
ealthy G

reek-A
m

erican business-
m

an
 T

h
om

as P
ap

p
as to th

e O
val O

ffice in
 1973 to 

th
an

k
 h

im
 for p

rovid
in

g th
e m

on
ey th

at b
ou

gh
t th

e 

W
atergate burglars' silence. P

appas w
as a m

ajor con-
trib

u
to

r w
ith

 ties to
 th

e co
lo

n
els w

h
o
 th

en
 ra

n
 

G
reece. S

aid
 N

ixon
: "

I w
an

t you
 to k

n
ow

 th
at . . 

I'm
 aw

are of w
hat you're doing to help out in som

e of 
th

ese th
in

gs th
at M

au
ry's p

eop
le [M

au
rice S

tan
s, a 

N
ixon fund raiser] and others are involved in." 
E

arlier, w
h

en
 H

ald
em

an
 told

 N
ixon

 w
h

at P
ap

p
as 

w
anted in exchange for his hush m

oney —
 the reten-

tion
 of H

en
ry T

asca as U
.S

. am
b

assad
or in

 A
th

en
s -

N
ixon

 rep
lied

: "
N

o p
rob

lem
. P

ap
p

as h
as raised

 th
e 

m
oney w

e need for this other activity." 
• N

ixon
 in

sisted
 th

at p
eop

le w
h

o w
ere offered

 am
-

b
assad

orsh
ip

s b
e req

u
ired

 to p
ay. "

M
y p

oin
t is,"

 h
e 

told
 H

ald
em

an
 on

 Ju
n

e 23, 1971, "th
at an

yb
od

y th
at 

w
an

ts to b
e an

 am
b

assad
or w

an
ts to p

ay at least 
$250,000."

 
In a conversation w

ith N
ixon, chief dom

estic advis-
er Joh

n
 D

. E
h

rlich
m

an
 exp

ressed
 a n

eed
 to con

ceal 
"

th
e sh

ad
ow

in
g of T

ed
d

y K
en

n
ed

y for eigh
t or n

in
e 

m
on

th
s"

 —
 sh

ad
ow

in
g th

at h
e called

 "
extracu

rricu
-

lar activities" that w
ere "not too savory." 

S
aid

 N
ixon

: "
O

h
, yeah

. W
e d

on
't w

an
t to get in

to 
th

at."
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 look
ed

 on
 th

e b
righ

t sid
e: "

It's to 
ou

r cred
it . . . th

at w
e d

id
n

't h
ave th

e F
B

I d
o it."

 


