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N
ixon Suggested V

andalizing R
N

C
 O

ffices 
A

ssociated Press 

SA
N

 FR
A

N
C

ISC
O

, Feb. 14—
T

w
o 

w
eek

s after th
e 1

9
7
2
 W

aterg
ate 

break-in, P
resident R

ichard M
. N

ixon 
directed his aides to vandalize his ow

n 
p
arty

's h
ead

q
u
arters an

d
 p

in
 th

e 
blam

e on D
em

ocrats. 
T

he plot, w
hich w

as not carried out, 
w

as detailed in W
hite H

ouse record-
ings am

ong m
ore than 200 hours of 

tap
es released

 b
y
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

r-
chives. T

he latest tape w
as reported 

today by the San Francisco E
xam

iner. 
In a July 1, 1972, O

val O
ffice con-

versation, N
ixon suggested to chief 

political aide C
harles C

olson that R
e- 

publican N
ational C

om
m

ittee offices 
be vandalized during that year's D

em
-

ocratic Party convention. 
 

M
uch of the talk w

as elliptical or hy-
pothetical as N

ixon envisioned the 
dam

age done to his ow
n party's offic-

es. "It m
ay be that w

hat they w
ant is 

to get in and sort of get at files in re-
taliation against us," N

ixon says. "Y
ou 

know
, the young people. 

I w
as thinking, if they m

ake that 
error—

and I w
ould consider it an er-

ror—
if they get in one night ... and 

tear it to sham
bles, w

hat w
ould you 

think if that happened?" 
In a conversation earlier that m

orn-.  

ing, N
ixon and his aide m

entioned van-
dalism

 at both the D
em

ocratic and R
e-

p
u
b
lican

 h
ead

q
u
arters. "I th

in
k
 it 

w
ould be very helpful if they cam

e in 
one m

orning and found files strew
n all 

over the place," C
olson says. 

"A
nd som

e m
issing," N

ixon adds. "I 
m

ean
, if so

m
eth

in
g
 co

u
ld

 b
e very 

open. I m
ean dem

olished." 
 

M
om

ents later, N
ixon em

phasized 
that several thousand dollars of dam

-
age should be done. "B

ut w
hat I m

ean 
is,"

 N
ix

o
n
 say

s, "it sh
o
u
ld

 b
e . . 

w
h
ere it's really

 to
rn

 u
p
. T

h
ey

'll 
charge it's been 'done by R

epublicans, 
w

on't they? So, w
hat the hell!" 
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