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M

erry
-q

o
-ro

u
n

d
 

B
y
 J

a
ck

 A
n

d
erso

n
 &

 L
es W

h
itten

 
W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 

I 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 T

he Justice D
epart-

m
e
n
t h

a
s p

ie
c
e
d
 to

g
e
th

e
r e

n
o
u
g
h
 

ev
id

en
ce, in

sid
ers say

, to
 in

d
ict ex

-R
ep

. 
O

tto
 P

assm
an

, D
-L

a., in
 th

e K
o

rean
 

p
ay

o
ff scan

d
al. B

u
t o

u
t o

f co
m

p
assio

n
, 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t atto
rn

ey
s are relu

ctan
t to

 
b
rin

g
 ch

arg
es ag

ain
st th

e ag
in

g
, ailin

g
 

P
assm

an
.  

H
e w

as born at the turn of the .century 
to

 te
n
a
n
t fa

rm
e
rs

, a
n
d
 h

is
 e

a
rly

 
m

em
o
ries are o

f m
eals o

f u
n
seaso

n
ed

 
co

rn
 b

read
 an

d
 clab

b
ered

 m
ilk

. In
 th

e 
su

m
m

e
rs in

 b
a
c
k
w

a
rd

 W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 

P
arish

, h
is feet w

ere b
are as th

e tab
le, 

and at 10 he w
as hired out to a neighbor-

ing farm
er for $5 a m

onth. 
T

h
e m

em
o
ry

 o
f h

is g
rim

 ch
ild

h
o
o
d
 

d
ev

elo
p
ed

 in
 P

assm
an

 a fierce attach
-

m
e
n

t fo
r e

v
e
ry

 d
o

lla
r th

a
t p

a
sse

d
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 h

is h
a
n
d
s. A

p
p
a
re

n
tly

, h
e
 

co
u

ld
n

't b
rin

g
 h

im
self to

 let g
o

 o
f th

e 
c
a
sh

 th
a
t h

is K
o
re

a
n
 b

e
n
e
fa

c
to

rs 
allegedly proffered. 

O
n
 co

n
g
ressio

n
al ju

n
k
ets, h

e-  w
as an

 
alm

o
st co

m
p

u
lsiv

e b
arterer an

d
 b

u
y

er 
at jew

elry
 sto

res fro
m

 G
en

ev
a to

 H
o

n
g

 
K

ong. O
n his return to the U

nited S
tates, 

h
e w

o
u
ld

 d
em

an
d
 th

at C
u
sto

m
s p

ass h
is 

luggage unopened. 
C

ustom
s officers visited his C

apitol of-
fice in 1964 to quiz him

 about bringing in 
u

n
d

eclared
 jew

elry
. P

assm
an

 ad
m

itted
 

he had brought som
e jew

elry hom
e w

ith 
h

im
 fro

m
 H

o
n

g
 K

o
n

g
, b

u
t h

e in
sisted

 it 
w

as ju
st o

n
 co

n
sig

n
m

en
t. H

e, th
erefo

re, 
d
id

n
't feel a n

eed
 to

 clear it th
ro

u
g
h
 

c
u

sto
m

s. T
h

e
 C

u
sto

m
s a

g
e
n

ts le
ft 

w
ith

o
u
t fu

rth
er arg

u
m

en
t. 

W
h
ile P

assn
ian

 treated
 ev

ery
 d

o
llar 

w
ith

 ten
d

ern
ess, h

e w
as n

o
t u

n
m

in
d

fu
l 

o
f th

o
se less b

lessed
. H

e tith
ed

 to
 th

e 
church and w

as an active M
ason. W

hen 
friends w

ere dow
n on their luck, he w

as 
av

ailab
le fo

r a lo
an

 an
d
 a lectu

re o
n
 

econom
y and C

hristian living. 

A
t age 77, he is beginning to falter. H

is 
six-foot fram

e, once lean and straight, is 
n

o
w

 frail. H
is v

o
ice, o

n
ce stern

 w
ith

 
righteousness, now

 quivers. H
e recently 

sp
en

t 2
7
 d

ay
s in

 th
e h

o
sp

ital; n
o
w

 h
e 

m
ust go back for additional treatm

ent. 
H

e to
ld

 u
s th

at h
e h

ad
 refu

sed
 so

m
e 

jew
elry

 th
at T

o
n
g
su

n
 P

ark
 h

ad
 o

n
ce o

f-
fered

 h
im

. T
h
e o

n
ly

 m
o
n
ey

 h
e ev

er ac-
cep

ted
, h

e said
, w

as in
 ex

ch
an

g
e fo

r 
w

atch
es. H

e d
ealt in

 an
tiq

u
e w

atch
es 

an
d
 so

ld
 "sev

eral" to
 P

ark
, P

assm
an

 
said. T

hen he added plaintively: "I don't 
know

 w
hy people are after m

e. I am
 just 

not able to fight any m
ore." 

• W
A

T
E

R
G

A
T

E
 IN

C
ID

E
N

T
 —

 T
h

ere 
are still a few

 jig
saw

 p
ieces m

issin
g

 
fro

m
 th

e w
aterg

ate p
u
zzle. T

h
e N

ix
o
n
 

tap
es rev

eal, fo
r ex

am
p
le, th

at R
ich

ard
 

N
ixon hoped to save his ow

n skin by of-
fe

rin
g
 th

e
 s

p
e
c
ia

l p
ro

s
e
c
u
to

r a
 

sacrificial lam
b
. 

T
h

e scap
eg

o
at h

e h
ad

 in
 m

in
d

, ac-
co

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e tap

es,,w
as h

is o
w

n
 clo

se 
frie

n
d
 a

n
d
 fo

rm
e
r la

w
 p

a
rtn

e
r, e

x
-

A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral Jo
h
n
 M

itch
ell. It w

as  

w
hispered around W

ashington that M
it-

ch
ell h

ad
 learn

ed
 o

f th
e d

o
u
b
le-cro

ss 
and had turned balky and bitter. 

T
h
e real tru

th
, w

e'v
e n

o
w

 learn
ed

, is 
th

a
t M

itc
h

e
ll o

ffe
re

d
 h

im
se

lf a
s a

 
sacrificial lam

b
. H

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e w

illin
g

 to
 

p
lead

 g
u
ilty

 to
 a felo

n
y
, h

e p
ro

p
o
sed

, if 
th

e sp
ecial p

ro
secu

to
r w

o
u
ld

 sp
are N

ix
-

on. M
itc

h
e
ll d

ire
c
te

d
 h

is a
tto

rn
e
y
, 

W
illiam

 H
undley, to present the offer to 

th
e sp

ecial p
ro

secu
to

r's o
ffice in

 1
9

7
3

. 
H

undley spoke to Jam
es N

eal, w
ho w

as 
th

en
 seco

n
d
 in

 co
m

m
an

d
 u

n
d
er S

p
ecial 

P
ro

secu
to

r A
rch

ib
ald

 C
o
x
. T

h
e p

ro
-

secu
to

rs, h
o
w

ev
er, refu

sed
 to

 m
ak

e a 
d
eal. 

S
o
 far as o

u
r so

u
rces k

n
o
w

, M
itch

ell 
never told N

ixon about his gesture. 
F

o
o
tn

o
te: O

f co
u
rse, N

ix
o
n
 w

as p
ar-

d
o
n
ed

, an
d
 M

itch
ell is n

o
w

 serv
in

g
 o

u
t 

h
is sen

ten
ce. A

tto
rn

ey
 H

u
n
d
ley

, m
ean

-
w

hile, has m
ade a personal appeal to A

t-
torney. G

en
eral G

riffin
 B

ell to
 release 

M
itchell for m

edical treatm
ent. 

"In
 ty

p
ical Jo

h
n
 M

itch
ell fash

io
n

," 
w

ro
te H

u
n
d
ley

, "h
e d

o
w

n
-p

lay
ed

 th
e 

m
ed

ical p
ro

b
lem

 w
h
en

 in
terv

iew
ed

 by 
the probation officer ... I am

 really con-. 
cern

ed
 th

at th
e co

n
stan

t p
ain

, th
e n

eed
 

for surgery and the continued incarcera-
L

io
n
, co

u
p
led

 w
ith

 all h
is o

th
er p

ro
-

b
lem

s, co
u
ld

 b
e to

o
 m

u
ch

 ev
en

 fo
r a  

strong m
an like John M

itchell." 
M

E
R

R
Y

 X
X

M
A

S
 —

 E
x

x
o

n
 sim

p
ly

 
w

on't allow
 X

's in X
m

as. L
ike a m

odern 
scrooge, the giant, m

ultibillion-dollar oil 
co

n
so

rtiu
m

 h
as sto

p
p

ed
 a sm

all D
allas 

firm
 from

 selling X
X

m
 as cards. 

T
h
e
 H

o
rc

h
o
w

 C
o
lle

c
tio

n
, in

 its 
C

h
ristm

as card
 catalo

g
, o

ffered
 an

 in
-

g
en

io
u
s card

 p
attern

ed
 after an

 E
x
x
o
n
 

c
re

d
it c

a
rd

 b
u
t u

s
in

g
 "

X
x
m

a
s
 

G
reeting" in place of the w

ord E
xxon. 

T
h

e card
 seem

ed
 h

arm
less en

o
u

g
h

; it 
m

ig
h

t ev
en

 b
e co

n
sid

ered
 a free ad

 fo
r 

th
e o

il co
n

g
lo

m
erate. B

u
t E

x
x

o
n

 tak
es 

itse
lf w

ith
 su

c
h
 se

rio
u
sn

e
ss 

that 
it 

threatened legal action. 

"E
x
x
o
n
's law

y
ers to

o
k
 ex

cep
tio

n
 to

 
it," e

x
p
la

in
e
d
 H

o
rc

h
o
w

's M
s. K

itty
 

L
an

e, w
ith

 a n
o

tab
le lack

 o
f C

h
ristm

as 
c
h
e
e
r in

 h
e
r v

o
ic

e
. "T

o
 try

 to
 fig

h
t 

so
m

eth
in

g
 lik

e E
x
x
o
n
, it's a lo

sin
g
 b

at-
tle." 

H
orchow

 sent out a letter to custom
ers 

w
h
o
 h

ad
 o

rd
ered

 th
e card

, ask
in

g
 th

em
 

to
 ch

o
o

se an
o

th
er o

n
e. "If E

x
x

o
n

 w
ere 

rep
resen

ted
 b

y
 a rein

d
eer in

stead
 o

f a 
tig

er," th
e letter su

g
g
ested

, "it, m
ig

h
t 

have been a different story." 
In

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 C
ity

, 
a
n

 E
x
x
o
n

 
spokesm

 an confirm
ed that the com

pany 
h
ad

 ask
ed

 H
o
rch

o
w

 to
 k

ill th
e X

x
rn

as 
card

. "It w
as clearly

 a trad
em

ark
 in

fr- 
ingem

ent," he told us. 	
' 

W
e thought w

e heard him
 add: "H

um
-

b
u
g
!".  

• 


