Thls month the Watergafe “Alumni
Associgtion honors one of its most

\pregﬁgibus ‘members, .G. Gardon
Liddy. Liddy is' & eult hero ‘tothose
w}w thought . Watergate Was . -2 noble”, *
gndeavor, distorted by a viciou.s press i

’L,idd:r’a ‘reluctance to speak “dut, or *

* blow the whistle on- other members of
ithe Nixon team, gave him the image

of a brave soldier who could not be ’
. broken by the forces of evil that were

; investigating the conspiracy; ..

It now turns out that the reason

: I;iady held his silence for all these

yeafs is that had he spoken out ear- .

iiyer he. would not have been protected

the statute of limitations concern--

mg cnmes he advocated when he was

%

_:: -only th.tn;g that stood in his

T he I ngen ious P lots ‘0'

: one of John Iihtchell's

most trusted

election advisers. -:

cated killing ‘columnist’ Jack “Ander-
son. He also made preparations to

; l_;nock off Howard Hunt, set up a
_ floating brothel at the Democratic Na-
_‘tmnal Conventwn and organize a Cu-

ban commando team to sabotage the
airiconditioning system at Miami Con-

“vention Hall, His imagination-and-de-

votion to President Nixon’s re- electmn ;
have never been questioned, ‘and the
way was

. Kaoording to-Bis bk Liddy ik
: foot-draggmg on the part of the Nixon_

Cap1t01

White House staff as well as a lack of
money.

As with all Watergate heroes, Liddy
is now a hot media property. -

He was given- more time'than '{my
author is ever allotted on ‘the “Today”

' show. Time magazine bought excerpts

from the book and put his'picture .on
the cover. Talk show: hosts from.all

over the oountry have a:eeu é.uing his

|
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appear on their programs. *

I'm sure there is now bidding on
the TV rights to his book,- and if
Liddy follows the careers 0f other

. . Watergaté. alumni, he will soon be
busy on the Iecture circuit.

I believe he deserves it. A convicted

criminal whobelieves in. murder, ille-’

gal break-ins-and sabotaging the elec-
tion system -in this country should be
.given the media recognition he de-

serves and also be compensated for

.« his’ insplring story /There are so many
- " people in- pnscms ‘now who never get
~“any applause for, the erimes they com-

‘publlsher day and night to get him to

mitted that it is heartwarming to see
one of them cash in so handsomely on
his criminal endeavors. -

" Those who still believe that’ Presi-.
dent Nixon was guilty of condoning

" the actions 'of -his staff are urged to

“* read Liddy's’memoirs. They will dis-

‘cover, much to their surprise, that the
tragedy of Watergate was not that

people like Liddy were “caught, but.
-that he didn’t succeed in wipmg out

the enemies of the sta’ce

We shoi_xld all be grateful to St.
Martin’s Press- (which had a first
printing of 100,000 copies) for making
it possible for G. Gordon Liddy.to tell
his side of the Watergate story. With-
out the book we would still- believe
that Liddy was a nut, and probably
. -the fruitiest of all the fruitcakes in
" the White House. Now we can see him
on television in living color, and real-
ize he was just as sane as Ptesmlent
Nixon.

- The only. thing ‘that saddened me
when I read this joyous book was that
Liddy had been caught and sent-to
the slammer. I like to believe {hat, if
‘Watergate had not surfaced, Liddy
could have been the next threcbor of
the F‘BI
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