' 51 Pct in Poll
'Say Nixon Lied
In TV Interview

4§ NEW YORK, May 6 (AP) — More
than half the Americans who watched

firmer President Nixon talk about
week felt he lied several times inre-’

.sponse to questions from David Frost,

a Harris poll commissioned by the .
. ‘senhower’s ch1e£ of staff, 13 dlSputEd I

American Broadeasting Corp. shows..
ABC said today that 51 per cent of
the viewers felt Nixon did not tell the
truth, -27 per cent felt he told the
truth and that others questioned had
_no opinion on the subject.

Despite the belief that he “lied. sev-
.eral times,” the 1,506 persons respond- - .

ing to the poll taken after the telecast
‘Wednesday and on Thursday split 5-0-

50 when asked whether the former !

'f’re:udent "was mostly tellmg the
ru A A
"By 71 to 24 per cent, viewers smd
“Nixon could not. return ‘to pub;;c
£ ]j.fe.” i o
ABC said. the poll’ showed “the'
_Amencs_m people would like to see
both the Nixon involvement in Water-
; gs?te and Nixon himself fade away.”
“Another poll, taken by the Roger

‘Seasonwein: organization, said 62 per |
cent of those who watched the inter- |

view didn’t believe what Nixon said.
* ({The Seasonwein telephone sampling:
of 500 adults said 75 per cent of the
viewers maintained thty do not. re-
spect Nixon.
The Harris po!l sald 74 per cent of
those repondlng believed . “Nixon
“knew he was .obstructing - just'ice"
. while 15 per cent did not. -
A -58t0-21 per cent majority sald
: “Nixon lied 'when he said he didn’t
know about the cash payments to the

Watergate defendants until March 21,

nine -months after the Watergate
breakin.” e

But a 67-to- 25 per cent ma:onty saxd
1t felt Nixon defended himself as weIl

as_he could under the clreumstanr;es

; “Fundamentally, the viewers of the i
show believed that Nixon did not lie ™

throughout thé program, but rather.
was shading the facts to defend him
self and that he was caught by Fros

..

y Robert G. Kaiser

-and Lee Lescaze e
" Washington Post Staff Writers ~ ~

. 'Richard M. Nixon’s contention in
his television interview with David
" Frost this week that he personally
fired Sherman Adams, Presrdent Ei-

by séveral. sources e

- One of them Meade Alcorn,_told
The Hartford: Courant Thursday that

he and not Nixon, told Adams that Ei- .

enhower wanted him to resign. -

i inost intimate associate until Adams

uard Goldfine, a New England’ busi-
"iggssman Adams had accepted a vi-
‘capa coat and other gifts from Gold-
, and ‘then intervened on his be-

with several federal agencies. -

| —that Adams had to go, he.“called
| me (N 1xon) in and asked me to talk to
i Sherm.”
“T did it,” leon sald He told the
- story to illustrate how difficult it was
for hlm to dismiss his two right-hand
-John Ehrlichman and H R.
Haldeman, in 1973. ;
Alecorn, - the  Republican nat.lonal
chairman at the time, said Thursday

that Nixon's version “15 not accurate.” -

What happened, Alcorn said, was that

| Eisenhower —then on vacation in

Newport, R.' I. — telephoned Alcorn

in Washington and asked him to tell
Adams that the Pres:dent wanted }um
to resxgn. .

in 'some outright lies,” Harris said. - 7"

‘Adams, a former governor of New .
Hﬁmpshire, ‘had -been Eisenhower’s -
-~ among the influential supporters of |
was forced. out over the seandal sur-
oundmg his relationship with Ber- .

: 'Nxxon told ‘Frost that when Eisen-
‘hower decided — in Septemher 1958 -

\ixon Disputed on His Story
6f %l}erman Ada

ams’ Flrmg

Sources close to Alcorn sa:d that in _5
‘fact, Eisenhower had suggested:that
Alcorn take Nixon with him for the

< final meeting’ with Adams, and that-

Alcorn called Nixon to make this sug-
gestion. Nixon - agreed, the sources
said, but-then changed his mind at the.

' last minute, lethng Alcorn do it alone.’
Adams is living in New Hampshire,.
but could not be reached for comment
_yesterday. .
In his memoxr, ‘Firsthand Report e
Adams wrote that no one told him he
had to resign, but that Alcorn and an- :
other intermediary——not Nixon—both |
“conveyed to him that Eisenhower was I

_“trouhled by the feeling against' me

the Republican Party.” - l
. Inthe late 1950s Nixon told “his bi-
ographer, Earl Mazo, that he had two
~talks with. Adams’ in which he told
‘him his opinion that the Goldfine af-
fair would pose problems for Republi- |

~ can candidates in the 1958 elections,

and would . impair Adams’ future ef-
fectiveness. But, according to Mazo's
book on Nixon, he did not SaY he re-
commended that Adams re51gn
Alcorn ‘said this week he;’ Alcorn,
did make such-a recommendation
later, on Eisenhower’s. instructions.

°  His version is corroborated by a .
story that appeared in the. Sept. 29, :
1958, issue of Time magazine. Accord- 1

" ing tor Time, Eisenhower told Alcorn::
“yYou've got to handle it. It‘s your Job 5

" the dirtiest I can give you.” s

Reporters who covered the Whlte
House in the Eisenhower years sald/ﬂ
‘yesterday that Adams and Nixon wer
notorious enemies at the time. Nu&o?
denied this in his mtervlews wﬂ'

- + Mazo in the ]ate 19505 TR F



