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- FBI Exploves Eligibility

. By Merwin Sigale
Speclal to The Washington Post

MIAMI, June 19—The FBI is inves- '
tigating the four Miamians who were.
captured during the 1972 Watergate
break-in to determine if they qualify -

for .\uwmemaﬁm_ pardons..

The inquiry was ordered by the Jus-'

tice Department in respohse to par-
don applications submitted by the

four—Bernard L. Barker, Virgilio R..

Gonzalez, E. Rolando Martinez and
Frank A. Sturgis. They were released
from prison in' 1974 after 'serving a lit-
tle more thana year. ‘

All four said in E.ﬁm.p.imsu_.. that they
were being investigated. Lawrence M,

Traylor, the Justice Department’s par-
don attorney, confirmed that he asked
the FBI in mid-April to conduct the
inquiry. He said the White House had

not requested the ‘action,’ and he ex-

- pressed doubt that President Carter
and Attorney General 'Griffin Bell
were even aware of the Miamians' ap-
plications. - - cpisy,or : .

The final decision ‘on the pardons
would be Carter’s. He recently com-
‘muted the sentence of Watergate con-
-spirator G. Gordon Liddy, making

Liddy eligible for parole next month, -

- 'but that was short of a pardon.

(A White House spokesman said the

President has made no comments on
‘any pardson.) i g :

No Watergate figure has been par-
doned except former President Nixon.
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A threat of prosecution in ‘connection
with the Watergate cover-up was re-
moved when Nixon’s successor, Ger-
ald Ford, issued . him.a blanket par-
‘don. . A 13
The Miami four

Jan. 15, 1973, to burglary, wiretapping

‘and conspiracy after théy were cap-’

-tured inside Democratic Party offices

. in Washington's Watergate complex
on June 17, 1972. The subsequent scan-
‘dal shook thé nation and toppl the .

Nixon adminitration.

~.~ Since their release, the four have.

-claimed they were led to believe ‘that
they were.handling- an authorized.-ha-

‘tional ‘security mission for the US.

-governmeént.

.. Their Washington attorney Daniel
E. Schultz, said he submitted pardon,

applications from Barker, Martinez
and Sturgis to the Justice Department

last December, a.- month before Ford.

left office. No
- April.

action was taken until
“We handle all these cases wz_ammzh

lar order,” said Traylor. “The older:

cases get considered first.” He said
there were “many hundreds” of cases
ahead of the Miamians’, . . = .

Gonzalez did not complete his appli--
cation. until recently; and it reached

the' Justice Department only last
Tuesday. However, Gonzalez said that
‘Ssomeone began calling his friends and

" associates several weeks ago to in-

quire about him. Traylor said it could

. have been the FBI “anticipating” Gon-

zalez’s case, ;
Barker, Martinez and Sturgis said

they were interviewed separately by

‘Justice Departmerit. '

pleaded muwn.w on ~ Traylor said that n.ﬁ.mnn. investiga-

.longer. He said the FBI routinely in- .

~ought-to do,” he-said," -

 bert,

-ommendation to the attorney gener

. “tional lives while retaining an “inter:
-est.in the anti-Castro cause they 'be

--gate affair. They said they were look::
‘ing in the Democrats’ offices for evi-..

-evidence , was . found. :

any comment ‘should come from the

tions ysually take two months or

terviews “the 'applicants, questions
neighbors and employers, -checks po-

lice records and sometimes inquires
at credit bureaus. “We look at -every-
thing  that. we think a ‘good “citizen

_He said his officé will make a:“pre. .

liminary determination,” then' ask the -

U.S. attorney;in Washington, Earl. Sil-
and the sentencing judge; Johr
J. Sirica of the U.S. District Gourt, for
recommendations, then ‘make a rec-

al. The President has the final word,
The. process * mormally- takes -18.

months from the time of -applieation; .

Traylor said, but could be »speeded:
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The Maimi four, who were involved -
in Cuban exile intrigues before. W,
tergate,- seem to  be living' eonven:

lieved they were serving in.the Water-

dence of a connection between Cuba
and "' Presidential “contender Sen.
George McGovern, (D-S.D No such.-

Barker; 60, is & _mwnzmﬁor..._m:wwo_ﬁc
for-the city of Miamii. Gonzales, 51, is
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' the m.m.H.._._.m.mw month, q.rmm.w:u. E_wﬁm... w
' would not confirm its role, saying that

practicing his old locksmith . frade.
- Martinez, 54, leases automobiles. Stur-
- gls, 52 is sales manager for a hook
printing firm,© = “
.Barker,  who  recruited the three
others ‘at the behest. of White House

. coisultaiit -E. Howard Hunt, said he

_does 1ot deserve to be branded a
felon “from ‘the circumstances in
: which we were recruited and because
- of ‘what could. be: termed as pProper
-authority--I mean, how high do you

‘have to'go up to receive your instruc-
- tions for national security?” = -

Sturgis, who -headed security in
Fidel Castro’s air force before defect-
+dng, said that Nixon and others “used”
“and “betrayed” him. = .

Sturgis also said that former Secre-
tary of State Henry A. Kissinger
~“bugged his ‘own pecple. So why
- didn’t Kissinger go to jail for bieak-

Ang- the law? Why is: Kissinger dif-
LT N e
- ‘Barker, Gonzalez and Martinez said
- they :felt "no- resentment at serving
more timeé than some higher-ups. *“I
do ‘not - believe ‘that society herefits
from having those men in jail: said
Martinez, who used to be on the CIA
payroll:¥Put them in jail for what?
“For an example that others will fol-
- low? T believe that they have suffered
enough.” .

“If 'm the only one serving time,

7 that's ‘fine- with me,” said’ Gonzalez.

““Why' do you have to'destroy 15 or
20. families when ‘only one man can
suffer?” -+ - grlos o i



