
F
B

I E
xp

lores E
ligib

ility 

P
ardons W

eighed for W
atergate.:Q

uartet 
1
7
 

B
y M

erw
in S

igale 
Special to T

haN
ashington P

ont 
M

IA
M

I, Ju
n
e 1

9 7-T
he F

B
I is hives

tigating the four M
iam

ians w
ho

-w
ere• 

captured during- the 1972 • W
atergate 

b
reak

-in
 to

 d
eterm

in
e if th

ey
 q

u
alify

 
for presidential pardons.. 

T
he inquiry w

as ordered by the Jus-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t in

 resp
o
n
se to

 p
ar-

d
o
n
 ap

p
licatio

n
s su

b
m

itted
 b

y
 th

e 
fo

u
r—

B
ern

ard
 L

. B
ark

er, V
irg

in
° it..  

G
onzalez, - B

. R
olando M

artinez and 
F

rank A
. S

turgis. T
hey w

ere released 
from

 prison hr 1974 after 'serving a lit-
tle m

o
re th

an
 a y

ear. , 
A

ll four. S
aid in interview

s that they 
w

ere'being investigated. L
aw

rence M
.".  

T
raylor, the Justice D

epartm
ent's par-

don attorney, confirm
ed that he asked 

th
e -F

B
I in

 m
id

-A
p
ril to

 co
n
d
u
ct th

e 
inquiry. H

e said the W
hite H

ouse had 
n
o
t req

u
ested

 th
e 'actio

n
; an

d
 h

e, ex
-

p
ressed

 d
o
u
b
t th

at P
resid

en
t C

arter 
an

d
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral 'G

riffin
 B

ell 
w

ere even aw
are of the M

iam
ians' ap- 

plications. 	
- 

 
T

h
e fin

al d
ecisio

n
 o

n
 th

e p
ard

o
n
s 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e C

arter's. H
e recen

tly
 co

m
-

m
uted the sentence of W

atergate con-
. sp

irato
r G

. G
o
rd

o
n
 L

id
d
y
, m

ak
in

g
 

L
iddy eligible for parole next m

onth, -. 
b
u
t th

at w
as sh

o
rt o

f a p
ard

o
n
. • - 

(A
 W

hite H
ouse spokesm

an said, the 
P

resid
en

t h
as m

ad
e n

o
 co

m
m

en
ts o

n
 

• any pardson.) 	
• 

N
o
 W

aterg
ate fig

u
re h

as b
een

 p
ar-

doned except form
er P

resident N
ixon. 

A
 threat of prosecution in 'connection 

w
ith

 th
e W

aterg
ate co

v
er-u

p
 w

as re-
m

oved w
hen N

ixon's successor, G
er-

ald
 F

o
rd

, - issu
ed

 h
im

 a b
lan

k
et p

ar- 

T
h
e M

iam
i fo

u
r p

lead
ed

 g
u
ilty

 on 
Jan. 15; 1973, to 'burglary, w

iretapping 
an

d
 co

n
sp

iracy
 after th

ey
 w

ere cap
-

tured inside D
em

ocratic P
arty offices 

in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
's W

aterg
ate co

m
p
lex

 
on June 17, 1972. T

he subsequent scan-
dal shook the

: n
atio

n
 an

d
 to

p
p
l th

e 
, N

ixon adm
initration. 

S
in

ce th
eir release, th

e tou
r have 

claim
ed they w

ere led to believe that 
they w

ere handling. an  authorized na-
tio

n
al secu

rity
 m

issio
n
 O

r th
e U

.S. 
•governntent. 	

•., • 	
• . 	

• ' 
T

heir W
aS

hington attorney, D
aniel. 

E
. S

chultz, said he subm
itted pardon, 

ap
p
licatio

n
s fro

m
 B

ark
er, M

artin
ez 

and S
turgis to the Justice D

epartm
ent 

last D
ecem

b
er, a m

o
n
th

 b
efo

re F
o
rd

-
left office. N

o aet.ion., w
as taken until 

A
pril. 	

- . 	
- 

''W
e handle all these cases in regu-

lar o
rd

er," said
 T

ray
lo

r. "T
h
e o

ld
er. 

cases g
et co

n
sid

ered
 first." H

e said
 

there w
ere "m

any hundreds" of cases 
ahead of the M

iam
ians'. 	

• 
G

onzalez did not com
plete his appli-. 

catio
n
 u

n
til recen

tly
; an

d
 it reach

ed
' 

th
e
 Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t o

n
ly

 la
st 

T
uesday. H

ow
ever, G

onzalez said that 
-som

eone began calling his friends and 
asso

ciates sev
eral w

eek
s ag

o
 to

 in
-

quire about him
. T

raylor said "it could 
have been the F

B
I "anticipating" G

on- 
zalez's case. 	

. 
B

ark
er, M

artin
et an

d
 S

tu
rg

is said
 

th
ey

 w
ere in

terv
iew

ed
 sep

arately
 b

y
  

th
e rB

Ilast m
onth. T

he FB
I In M

iam
i, 

w
ould not confirm

 its'role, saying that 
 co

m
m

en
t 'sh

o
u
ld

 co
m

e fro
m

 th
e 

Justice D
epartm

ent, 
T

ray
lo

r said
' that pardon investiga- 

tio
n
s u

su
ally

 tak
e tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s o
r 

lo
n
g
er. H

e said
 th

e F
B

I ro
u
tin

ely
 in

-
terv

iew
s th

e ' ap
p
lican

ts, q
u
estio

n
s: 

neighbors and em
ployers, checks po-

lice reco
rd

s an
d
 so

m
etim

es in
q
u
ires 

at credit bureaus. "W
e look at every-

th
in

g
 th

at: w
e th

in
k
 ag

o
o
d
 citizen

 
o
u
g
h
t to

 d
o
," h

e -rsa
id

. - -  
H

e said his office w
ill m

ake tO
`pre.: 

lim
inary determ

ination," then ask the 
U

.S
. attorney.; in W

ashington, E
arl S

il-• 
beit,- and the sentencing judge, John - 
J. S

irica of the U
.S

. D
istrict C

ourt, for 
recom

m
endations, then -m

ak
e a ,rec-

o
m

m
en

d
atio

n
 to

 th
e atto

rn
ey

 g
en

er-
al. T

he P
resident has the final w

ord. 
T

h
e • p

ro
cess n

o
rm

ally
 tak

eS
 :1

8
 

m
onths from

 the tim
e of -application, 

T
ray

lo
r said

, b
u
t co

u
ld

 b
e sp

eed
ed

 
b
ecau

se o
f u

n
u
su

al in
terest .in

 ,.th
is - - 

case. 
 

T
he M

aim
i four, W

ho w
ere involved 

in
 C

u
b
an

 ex
ile in

trig
u
es b

efo
re W

a-
terg

ate,. seem
 to

 b
e liv

in
g
' to

riv
en

-
tio

n
al liv

es w
h
ile retain

in
g
 an

 In
ter-

est • in
 th

e an
tK

astro
 cau

se th
ey

 
lieV

ed they w
ere serving in th

e W
ater-  r

. 
gate affair. T

hey said they --w
ere 

ing in the D
em

ocrats' offices for eviv," 
dence of a connection betw

een C
uba 

a
n
d
 P

re
sid

e
n
tia

l c
o
n
te

n
d
e
r S

e
n
. 

G
eorge M

cG
overn, (D

-S
.D

.. N
o such 

evidence , w
as found. 

B
arker; 60, is a sanitation, inspector.. 

fo
r the city of M

ianti. G
onzales, 51, is 

--R
atket, G

onzalez and M
artinet" said 

th
ey

 :.felt - n
o
 resen

tm
en

t at serv
in

g
 

m
ore -tim

e th
an

 so
m

e h
ig

h
er-u

p
i. "I 

d
o
 n

o
t b

eliev
e ''th

at so
ciety

 b
en

efits 
fro

m
 h

av
in

g
 th

o
se m

en
 in

 jail,"-̀ said 
M

artinez, w
ho uted to be on the 'C

IA
 

t`P
u
t th

em
 in

 jail fo
r w

h
at? 

P
ot an' 'exam

ple that 'others 'w
ill fol-

low
? I believe that they have suffered 

enough." 
"If I'm

 th
e o

n
ly

 o
n
e serv

in
g
 tim

e, 
th

at's :fin
e w

ith
 m

e," said.  G
onzalez. 

"W
h
y
' do you have to • destroy "15 or 

2
0
 fam

ilies w
h
en

 o
n
ly

 o
n
e m

an
: can

 
suffer'?" 

p
ractid

in
g
 h

is o
ld

 lo
ck

sm
ith

 trad
e. 

M
artinez, 54, leases autom

obiles. S
tur-

g
is, 5

2
,tis sales m

an
ag

er fo
r a 120,0k 

pi4nting 
,Itark

er, , w
h
o
, recru

ited
 th

e th
ree 

others 	
th

e b
eh

est o
f W

h
ite R

o
u
se

• 
co

n
su

ltan
t .E

. H
o
w

ard
 H

u
n
t, said

 h
e 

d
o
es n

O
t d

eserv
e to

 b
e b

ran
d
ed

 
a 

felo
n
 "fro

m
 th

e circu
m

stan
ces in

 
W

hich-  W
e w

ere recruited and because 
of 'w

hat' w
ould

, b
e term

ed
 as p

ro
p
er 

authority-7i m
ean

, h
o
w

 h
ig

h
 d

o
 y

o
u
 

have to V
go tip to receive your instruc-

tio
n
s fo

r n
atio

n
al secu

rity
?" • 

S
tu

rg
is, w

h
o
 h

ead
ed

 secu
rity

 in
 

F
idel C

astro's air force before defect-
ing, said that, N

ixon and others 'used" 
an

d
 "b

etray
ed

" h
im

. 
S

turgis also said that form
er S

ecre-
ta

ry
 o

f S
ta

te
 

H
enry 

A
. K

issin
g
er 

"b
u
g
g
ed

 h
is .:o

w
n
 p

eo
p
le. S

o
 w

h
y
 

d
id

n
't K

issin
g
er g

o
 to

 jail fo
r b

reak
-

:n
ig

 th
e law

? W
h
y
' is: K

issin
g
er d

if-
feren

t?" 


