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C2  

IN
C

TO
N

 PO
ST

r 
t  

Eisenhow
er 

Reference to FD
1? as 

B
y G

eorge L
ardner Jr. 

W
ashington P

ast S
taff W

riter 

P
resident D

w
ight D

. E
isenhow

er 
used a secretly installed dictabelt m

a-
chine to record his O

val O
ffice con-

v
ersatio

n
s an

d
, o

n
 o

n
e reco

rd
in

g
 

m
ade public yesterday, described one 

of his predecessors as som
ew

hat of 
an "egom

aniac." 
T

h
e d

iscu
ssio

n
, h

eld
 o

n
 Jan

. 7
, 

1955, w
ith then-S

en. W
alter G

eorge 
(D

-G
a.), chairm

an of the F
oreign R

e-
lations C

om
m

ittee, w
as arranged by 

E
isen

h
o

w
er to

 talk
 ab

o
u

t co
n

g
res-

sional efforts to curb his treaty-m
ak-

ing pow
ers w

ith a cum
bersom

e con-
stitutional am

endm
ent. 

E
v
id

e
n
tly

 re
c
o
rd

e
d
 w

ith
o
u
t 

G
eorge's know

ledge, the conversa-
tion is som

etim
es difficult to m

ake 
o

u
t, b

u
t E

isen
h

o
w

er can
 b

e h
eard

 
clearly

 in
 tracin

g
 th

e so
u
r m

o
o
d
 

about presidential authority to F
rank-

lin D
. R

oosevelt, w
hom

 E
isenhow

er 
described as "alm

ost an egom
aniac in 

his beliefs." 
O

ld and creased, the dictabelts of 
that and a few

 other m
eetings of his 

presidency w
ent unnoticed at the E

i-
senhow

er library in A
bilene, K

an., for 
m

ore than 40 years, flattened out and 

P
ILE

 P
H

O
TO

 

D
W

IG
H

T
 D

. E
IS

E
N

H
O

W
E

R
 

. . . m
ore recordings to be released 

stu
ffed

 in
to

 letter-sized
 en

v
elo

p
es 

w
ith dates and other notations scrib-

bled by E
isenhow

er or his secretary, 
the late A

nn W
hitm

an. 
A

rchivists assum
ed the belts sim

-
ply contained dictations by E

isenhow
-

er, reco
rd

ed
 o

n
 m

ach
in

es th
at are  

now
 obsolete. "W

e thought they w
ere 

dam
aged and unplayable," library di-

rector D
an H

olt said yesterday. B
ut 

last sum
m

er a N
ew

 Y
ork researcher, 

W
illiam

 S
. D

oyle, asked to listen to 
them

. 
Y

esterd
ay

, w
ith

 th
e h

elp
 o

f th
e 

D
ictaphone C

orp. and other experts, 
th

e first co
n
v
ersatio

n
 to

 b
e reco

v
-

ered
, th

e m
eetin

g
 b

etw
een

 E
isen

-
h
o
w

er an
d
 G

eo
rg

e, w
as released

 
h

ere an
d

 in
 A

b
ilen

e. N
atio

n
al A

r-
chives officials said the recordings of 
four other m

eetings of that era, all 
that have been found, w

ill be m
ade 

public shortly on m
odern-day cas-

settes. 
"T

he E
isenhow

er recording sys-
tem

 w
as a closely held secret" w

hen 
it w

as in operation, said D
oyle, w

ho is 
w

orking on a book called "T
he O

val 
O

ffice T
apes" and a television docu-

m
entary to be broadcast this m

onth. 
W

hitm
an, the president's secretary, 

said in a 1991 oral history that "w
e 

d
id

n
't w

an
t o

th
er p

eo
p
le to

 k
n
o
w

 
about it." 

It has been know
n since the 1970s, 

from
 W

hitm
an's ow

n notes and sum
-

m
aries, that E

isenhow
er, like presi-

dents before and after him
, recorded 

at least som
e of his chats, about 26 

by H
unt's estim

ate. D
oyle said there  

m
ay have been as m

any as 100 if the 
form

at of W
hitm

an's m
em

os is any 
guide. 

S
om

e of her m
em

os referred to a 
"gadget" for recording conversations, 
or a "tape on conversation," or "m

oni-
to

rin
g
." B

u
t H

u
n
t said

 n
o
 tap

es o
r 

tape recording m
achine—

w
hich also 

m
ay have existed—

w
ere ever found. 

H
e said no one ever thought of the 

dictabelts until D
oyle m

ade his re-
quest. 

It isn't clear w
hy E

isenhow
er re-

corded the people he did. G
eorge w

as 
an ally in E

isenhow
er's resistance to 

th
e so

-called
 B

rick
er am

en
d

m
en

t, 
sponsored by S

en. John B
ricker (R

-
O

hio), to preclude treaties from
 over-

turning dom
estic law

s. E
isenhow

er 
b

lam
ed

 m
u

ch
 o

f th
e fu

ro
r o

n
 th

e 
agreem

ents R
oosevelt m

ade in 1945 
at Y

alta, w
here he w

as accused of 
"selling out" E

astern E
urope to the 

Soviet U
nion. 

"I personally think that there's one 
president I could nam

e [w
ho] m

ade 
very great errors," E

isenhow
er said 

of FD
R

 w
ithout nam

ing him
. "B

ut af-
ter all, he w

as . . . alm
ost an egom

a-
niac in his beliefs in his ow

n w
isdom

." 
B

eyond that, E
isenhow

er protested, 
th

ere w
as n

o
th

in
g

 in
 th

e B
rick

er 
am

endm
ent that w

ould "guarantee 
there w

ould be no m
ore Y

altas." 

Secretly R
ecorded O

val O
ffice Sessions 

`Alm
ost an Egom

aniac' Revealed on N
ew

ly Transcribed D
ictabelts 



The amendment was defeated in 
- 1954 and a substitute, offered by 

George, failed by a single vote. Brick- 
er introduced it again in 1955 and Ei-
senhower seemed perplexed by the 
"confounded" proposal and the futility 
of his efforts to talk Bricker out of it. 

George told the president he 
doubted the measure would ever get 
out of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, and Congress adjourned that 
year without taking any action. 

A man with a penchant for moni-
toring conversations to ensure, as he 
once wrote, that no details would be 
forgotten, Eisenhower had his war 
room at the Pentagon completely 
wired in the early 1940s. Later, as 
president of Columbia University, he 
had his mahogany desk specially 
equipped with microphones behind 
special panels. According to a 1982 
Time magazine article, Eisenhower 
also had his desk in Paris wired when 
he went there in 1951 to command 
NATO forces. 

Among others whose conversa- 
tions Eisenhower recorded in his - 
White House years were Queen 
Frederika of Greece, C.D. Jackson of 
Time magazine, Gen. Lucius Clay, 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
and his own vice president, Richard 
M. Nixon. According to Eisenhower 
biographer Stephen Ambrose, Eisen-
hower also recommended to his Cabi- 
net members that they record all 
their phone calls or at least have 
them monitored, saying: 

"You know, boys, it's a good thing 
when you're talking to someone you  

don't trust to get a record made of it. 
There are some guys I just don't 
trust in Washington, and I want to 
have myself protected so that they 
can't later report that I said some-
thing else." 

Eisenhower, Ambrose wrote, 
"nearly always remembered to turn 
on the machine when he was talking 
to Nixon." 

Doyle, who has studied presiden-
tial taping habits from FDR to Ronald 
Reagan, also recently confirmed the 
existence of Reagan tapes at the Rea-
gan library in Simi Valley, Calif. All 
are still classified, but a list compiled 
by the library shows that White 
House assistants in the Situation 
Room taped a number of Reagan's 
conversations with heads of state, in-
cluding British Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher, Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Menachem Begin and Syrian 
president Hafez Assad. They also re-
corded a Sept. 8, 1983 chat Reagan 
had with Col. Timothy Geraghty, the 
commander of the U.S. Marine bat-
talion stationed at the Beirut airport. , 

Asked whether President Clinton 
has his head-of-state telephone calls 
taped, White House deputy press 
secretary Mary Ellen Glynn said yes-
terday that he does not, and instead 
relies on the old-fashioned method of 
having note-takers listen in on anoth-
er line. However, she added, "we al-
ways record his interviews with jour-
nalists." 

Staff researcher Barbara J. Saffir 
contributed to this report. 


