
Jack
 A

n
d

erson
's W

ash
in

gton
 M

erry-go-rou
n

d
 

B
Y

 JA
C

K
 A

N
D

ER
SO

N
, 

W
ith L

es W
hitten 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
—

 G
. G

ordon L
iddy, the other side," R

ichard N
ixon said of 

the silent m
an of the W

atergate con- 
him

  
sp

ira
c
y
, m

a
y
 so

o
n
 b

e
 se

t fre
e
. 

A
lth

o
u
g

h
 h

e w
o
n
't b

e elig
ib

le fo
r 

p
aro

le u
n

til 1
9
8

1
, h

e h
as ask

ed
 th

e 
Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
t. to

 c
o
m

m
u
te

 h
is 

sen
ten

ce. T
h
e req

u
est, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
o
u
r so

u
rces, is u

n
d
er "serio

u
s co

n
-

sid
eratio

n
." 

T
he tight-lipped L

iddy, a tenacious 
little

 m
a
n
 w

ith
 a

 G
ro

u
c
h
o
 M

a
rx

 
m

u
stach

e an
d
 a m

ach
o
 m

an
n
er, h

ad
 

flair. O
n

ce h
e h

eld
 h

is h
an

d
 o

v
er a 

burning candle to im
press friends. 

A
nother tim

e, he pulled out a pistol 
and shot out a street light so that S

en. 
G

eo
rg

e M
cG

o
v
ern

's p
resid

en
tial 

h
e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs c
o
u
ld

 b
e
 o

b
se

rv
e
d
 

under proper cover of darkness. A
s an 

assistan
t d

istrict atto
rn

ey
, h

e w
h
ip

-
ped out a gun in court and fired at the 
ceilin

g
 to

 d
ram

atize a ro
b
b
ery

 case. 
H

e w
as a fast draw

. 

F
or a m

ercifully brief period, L
iddy 

thought he had been instructed by Jeb 
M

agruder to kill m
e, a m

ission w
hose 

m
erit h

e d
iv

in
ed

 au
to

m
atically

 an
d
 

em
b
raced

 w
ith

o
u
t q

u
estio

n
. H

e w
as 

on his w
ay to gun m

e dow
n w

hen he 
w

a
s
 a

p
p
ris

e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

m
isunderstood M

agruder. L
iddy w

as 
d
istu

rb
ed

 o
v
er M

ag
ru

d
er's im

p
reci-

sion of speech. "W
here I com

e from
," 

he grum
bled, "that m

eans a rub-out." 
L

ater, L
id

d
y
 tried

 to
 o

b
tain

 so
m

e 
ex

o
tic p

o
iso

n
s fro

m
 th

e C
en

tral In
-

telligence A
gency to use against m

e in 
a m

ore sophisticated pIot. "H
e hates 

L
iddy w

as drum
m

ed off to prison, 
m

outh shut and head erect, for a 21-
y
ear sen

ten
ce. H

e b
ecam

e k
n
o
w

n
 to

 
h
is fello

w
 in

m
ates at th

e D
an

b
u
ry

, 
C

o
n

n
., p

en
iten

tiary
 an

d
 th

e A
llen

-
tow

n, P
a., prison farm

 as "W
atergate 

L
iddy." T

he prison records show
 that 

h
e h

as co
n
tin

u
ed

 h
is n

o
n

talk
ativ

e 
w

ays. A
 supervisor reported that L

id-
dy "can be relied upon not to talk out 
o
f tu

rn
 o

r p
ass o

n
 ru

m
o
rs. W

h
at h

e 
learn

s in
 th

e o
ffice stay

s in
 th

e, o
f-

fice, an
d
 w

h
at h

e learn
s in

 th
e y

ard
 

stays in the yard." 
L

id
d
y
 w

o
n
't b

e elig
ib

le fo
r p

aro
le 

u
n
til M

ay
, 1

9
8
1
, after serv

in
g
 eig

h
t 

y
ears, tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s. In
 co

n
trast, th

e 
m

en
 resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r W

aterg
ate -

Jo
h
n
 M

itch
ell, H

. R
. H

ald
em

an
 an

d
 

John E
rlichm

an —
 w

ill be eligible for 
p
aro

le after o
n

ly
 3

0
 m

o
n

th
s in

 th
e 

slam
m

er. 
'L

esser W
aterg

ate fig
u

res, su
ch

 as 
fo

rm
er A

tty
. G

en
. R

ich
ard

 K
lein

-
d
ien

st, receiv
ed

 lig
h
t, su

sp
en

d
ed

 
sen

ten
ces. A

n
d
, o

f co
u
rse R

ith
ard

 
N

ix
o
n

 w
as p

ard
o

n
ed

 fo
r h

is W
h

ite 
H

ouse crim
es. 

T
h
e. Ju

stice D
ep

t. h
as receiv

ed
 

several letters, m
eanw

hile, urging le-
niency for L

iddy. W
e have had access 

to his confidential file. 
F

o
r in

stan
ce, C

h
esterfield

 S
m

ith
, 

fo
rm

er p
resid

en
t o

f th
e A

m
erican

 
B

a
r A

sso
c
ia

tio
n
, w

ro
te

: "
T

h
e
 

sentence given M
r. L

iddy . .. seem
s to 

m
e to be outrageously out of line w

ith 
sen

ten
ces in

 th
e fed

eral crim
in

al  

justice system
 given to others under 

sim
ilar circu

m
stan

ces." S
m

ith
 su

g
-

gested
- that L

iddy received excessive 
punishm

ent for refusing to squeal on 
his associates. 

Y
ale law

 professor D
ennis E

. C
urtis 

w
ro

te th
at L

id
d

y
's sen

ten
ce w

as "so
 

g
ro

ssly
 d

isp
arate" th

at it "can
 o

n
ly

 
reflect d

istru
st an

d
 d

isco
n
ten

t w
ith

 
o
u
r se

n
te

n
c
in

g
 sy

ste
m

."
 T

h
e
 

sen
ten

ce, h
e n

o
ted

, w
as "m

o
re th

an
 

ten
 tim

es as g
reat as th

e sen
ten

ces 
receiv

ed
 b

y
 m

o
st o

f th
e W

aterg
ate 

g
ro

u
p

." 
T

he final decision w
hether to com

-
m

u
te L

id
d

y
's sen

ten
ce w

ill b
e u

p
 to

 
P

resident Jim
m

y C
arter, w

ho, in the 
past, had advocated equal sentences 
for the sam

e crim
es. 

C
H

IN
E

S
E

 F
A

L
L

O
U

T
: A

 confiden-
tial g

o
v
ern

m
en

t rep
o
rt accu

ses th
e 

E
nvironm

ental P
rotection A

gency of 
failing to protect the public from

 the 
rad

io
activ

e clo
u
d
s th

at d
rifted

 o
v
er 

the U
nited S

tates last year from
 out of 

C
hina. 
A

t' th
e tim

e, w
e ch

arg
ed

 th
at th

e 
E

P
A

's w
arn

in
g

 sy
stem

 b
ro

k
e d

o
w

n
 

and failed to detect the first traces of 
ra

d
io

a
c
tiv

ity
 fro

m
 th

e
 C

h
in

e
se

 
nuclear explosion. W

e also reported 
th

at E
P

A
 n

eg
lected

 to
 w

arn
 farm

ers 
in advance that the fallout m

ight con-
tam

inate m
ilk. 

T
he G

eneral A
ccounting O

ffice has 
confirm

ed our story. A
ccording to its 

co
n
fid

en
tial fin

d
in

g
s; E

P
A

 "w
as 

u
n

ab
le to

 effectiv
ely

 carry
 o

u
t its 

responsibilities for m
onitoring radia-

tion levels to determ
ine w

hether they  

p
re

se
n
te

d
 a

 p
u
b
lic

 h
a
z
a
rd

." T
h
e
 

re
s
u
lt, s

ta
te

s
 th

e
 re

p
o
rt, w

a
s
 

"m
isunderstanding, concern and con-

fusion." 
T

he governm
ent investigators also 

found bureaucratic bungling by both 
th

e E
n
erg

y
 R

esearch
 an

d
 D

ev
elo

p
-

m
ent A

dm
inistration and the N

uclear 
R

egulatory C
om

m
ission. E

R
D

A
 , is 

responsible for alerting the public to 
n
u
clear tests b

y
 fo

reig
n
 co

u
n
tries. 

Y
et E

R
D

A
 n

ev
er n

o
tified

 th
e N

R
C

 
w

hich, therefore, m
istakenly conclud-

ed
 th

at th
e rad

io
activ

ity
 w

as cau
sed

 
by airborne particles from

 .a n
u
clear 

reactor in P
ennsylvania. 

T
he N

R
C

, in turn, didn't report the 
fallo

u
t read

in
g
s to

 E
P

A
 u

n
til

. "fiv
e 

days after the fallout occurred." T
he 

agency finally found out about the ex-
ten

t o
f co

n
tam

in
atio

n
 fro

m
 P

en
n

-
sylvania state officials. N

ot until then 
d
id

 E
P

A
 ru

sh
 o

u
t a b

elated
 p

ress 
release. 

F
o
o
tn

o
te: A

N
 E

P
A

 sp
o
k
esm

an
 

acknow
ledged that there w

ere "short-
co

m
in

g
s in

 its p
ro

ced
u
res," b

u
t th

at 
th

ey
 are b

ein
g

 co
rrected

. A
n

 N
R

C
 

spokesm
an said it w

as E
P

A
's,  respon-

sib
ility

 to
 p

ro
tect th

e p
u
b
lic fro

m
 

radioactive fallout. 
M

IS
S

IN
G

 M
O

N
E

Y
: T

h
e In

tern
al 

R
ev

en
u

e S
erv

ice's can
tan

k
ero

u
s 

com
puters have fouled up m

any a tax-
p
ay

er. T
h
ey

 m
ay

 b
e co

m
fo

rted
 to

 
learn

 th
at th

e co
m

p
u
ters also

 sh
o
rt-

changed Internal R
evenue C

om
m

is-
sioner D

onald A
lexander, him

self, of 
$8 on his last paycheck. 


