,,C_ourt Asked _to Accept Brief

g Associated Press N
= Lawyer's for former Attomey Gen-_
néral John N. Mitchell and- ex»Wthe_
Z¥ouse aides. H. R. Haldeman- “and -
J.Iohn D. Ehnlichman asked the -Su-
apreme Court yesterday to give them
-10 days to explain what impact a;
<fiews leak has had on “the 'three
mWatergate cover-up appeals. , ..
HTn a on&paragrah request to- file'
wﬂddltmnal briefs in the case, attorneys
*‘.Ior the three officials of President
mm'xons administration said the addi-

tonal information would look at “the .

mpact on petitioners’ rights before .
isthis court of the ‘publicly disclosed
Sdreumstances involving. the “consider-
Lation [of the appeals]l.” r
5~ National Public Radio last Thurs-
'-day reported that the Court had
woted 5 to 3 to deny the appeals of
Hhe three men.
=L Quoting unnamed court sources,
PR said Chief Justice Watren E.
“Burger was delaymg announcement
=f the court’s vete in'an attempt to
:oersuade at least one more justice to
wyte to hear arguments in the case.
3= It takes four votes for the court to
' ide to hear arguments, 2
== The report said three justices, Bur-
=er and fellow Nixon appointees’
. "zewis F. Powell Jr. and Harry A.
iilackmun, had voted "to hear argu-
nents. The fourth Nixon appointee,
~William H. Rehnquist, disqualified
:mmself from considering the case, the
-report said.
=< The court has not commented on
‘he NPR report, but other news agen--
sfes have confirmed the essence of
:that report

, Up CaSe Vote Leak

Leaks ahout what is dxscussed dur- .

} mg the. justices’ closed sessions are.

extremely rare,-and the NPR report
_is believed toirepresent the first time
" a final. determination of a case by the
court was reported before hemg offr j
~.cially- announced SR Famy
‘MLtc'helI I-Ialdeman and Ehrlich-'
“man’ ‘were ‘convicted of conspiracy,

ubstruction of justice and giving false
“testimony under oath in what prose-

cutors said ‘was an attempt to con-'
ceal information about the Water-

_gate scandals.

All three were sentenced to 30
months to e1ght years in prison.

Ehrlichman has begun serving a
prison term, but Mitéhell and Halde-
-man - have remmned free pendmg ap-:
pea:l iy

If the Supreme Court demes thexr_
-appeal, Mitchell and Haldeman like-
ly would be’ 1mpr1soned soon there-.
after. = ;
The - orlgmal appeal tcf the Iugh‘
court was based: in part on the claim-
that prejudlcml publlmty about the
case kept the' three defendants ‘from
getting a fair irial—the same’ “elaim:
;the attorneys wish to pursue in the
new briefs. - > _

Attorneys for the three told the court
‘that they would, if allowed, stibmit the’
additional brief no later than May 7.

The request with the court, which
probably will be approved or denied
. before the weekend, was submitted
hy three: Washington' lawyers. .

They aré Stuart Stiller, represent-
ing Ehrlichman; John J. Wilson, repre-
senting Haldeman and Eugene Gress-
man, representing Mitehell, '



