
C
arter C

uts L
iddy's T

erm
 to 8 Y

ears 
• . B

y E
dw

ard W
alsh 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 
P

resident C
arter, acting in w

hat be 
called "the interest- of , equity and fair-, 
n
ess," y

esterd
ay

 co
m

m
u
ted

 th
e -2

0
-

y
ear p

riso
n
 sen

ten
ce • o

f W
aterg

ate 
b
U

rg
lar G

. G
o
rd

o
n
 L

id
d
y
 to

 8
 y

ears 
im

prisonm
ent. 	

• 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t's -actio
n
 m

ean
s th

at 
L

iddy, the 46-year-old m
asterm

ind . of • 
the 1972' W

atergate break-in w
ho re-

fu
sed

 C
o
n
sisten

tly
 to

 co
o
p
erate w

ith
 

prosecutors, w
ill be eligible for parole: 

from
 federal prison on July 9—

alm
ost 

four years ahead of his scheduled pa- -
role eligibility under the 20-year sea-
tence. 

W
hite H

ouse deputy press secretary . • 
R

ex G
ranum

, w
ho announced the de- . 

cision, said C
arter's action w

as based 
largely on the length of sentences 
p
o
sed

 o
n
 o

th
er fig

u
res in

 th
e W

ater- • 
g
atescan

d
al., 

 
"T

h
e P

resid
en

t to
o
k
 th

is actio
n
 .in 

th
e in

terest o
f eq

u
ity

 an
d
- fairn

ess, 
based on a eom

parison of M
r. L

iddy's 
sentence w

ith those of all others con-
v
icted

 in
 W

aterg
ate-related

 p
ro

secu
-

ions," G
ranum

 said. 
A

m
ong the other W

atergate defend-
ants cited by G

ranum
 w

ere form
er A

t 
to

rn
ey

 G
en

eral Jo
h
n
 N

. M
itch

ell an
d
 

G
. C

O
R

D
O

N
 L

ID
D

Y
 

... parole eligibility advanced 

form
er N

ixon W
hite H

ouse aides H
.S

. 
(B

ob) H
aldem

an and John D
. 'E

hrlich-
m

an, each of w
hom

 w
as sentenced to 

8 years im
prisonm

ent.-  
G

ranum
 said it w

as "doubtful"' that  

C
arter w

ould com
m

ute the sentences 
o
f M

itch
ell, H

ald
em

an
 an

d
 E

h
rlich

-
m

an to less than the 8-year, com
m

uted 
sentence he approved for L

iddy. 
M

itch
ell an

d
 H

ald
em

an
 h

av
e re-

m
ained' free pending appeals of their 

convictions. E
hrlichm

an began serv-
ing his sentence last year: , 

L
iddy, a shadow

y form
er n

u
 ag

en
t, 

co
n
ceiv

ed
 th

e W
aterg

ate b
u
rg

lary
 

id
ea an

d
 w

o
n
 ap

p
ro

v
al fo

r• it fro
m

 
N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 an

d
 cam

p
aig

n
 

o
fficials. O

n
e o

f th
e sev

en
 o

rig
in

al 
W

aterg
ate d

efen
d
an

ts, b
e w

as sen
-

ten
ced

 in
 Jan

u
ary

, 1
9
7
3
, to

 u
p
 to

 2
0

•
years Im

prisonm
ent and fined $40,000 

fo
r h

is ro
le in

 th
e b

reak
-in

 at th
e 

. D
em

ocratic N
ational`C

onunittee head-
- quarters at the W

atergate com
plex. 

U
.S

. D
istrict Ju

d
g
e Jo

h
n
 J. S

irica, 
w

h
o
 im

p
o
sed

 th
e o

rig
in

al sen
ten

ce, 
later sentenced L

iddy to an additional 
18 m

onths in prison for his refusal to 
testify

 b
efo

re a g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 th

at w
as 

investigating the W
atergate cover-up. 

In
 Ju

n
e, 1

9
7
5
, S

irica, w
h
o
 h

ad
 re-

duced the sentences of som
e coopera 

tive W
atergate defendants, refused to 

red
u
ce L

id
d
y
's sen

ten
ce, say

in
g
 

h
e 

had show
n no "rem

orse or sorrow
" for 

his role in the S
candal tbateventually 

toppled form
er President N

ixon. 

In
 h

is actio
n
 y

esterd
ay

, th
e P

resi-
' dent did not lift the $40,000 fine that 
S

irica im
p
o
sed

 o
n
 L

id
d
y
. H

o
w

ev
er, 

G
ranum

 said that w
hile L

iddy, if he is 
ever, financially able- to, votild have to 
pay all: or P

art of the line„his inabil-
ity to pay the fine • w

ill not affect his 
eligibility for parole beginning July 

L
ast S

ep
tem

b
er, - L

id
d
y
's law

y
er, 

G
eorge W

.. H
iggins, petitioned form

er 
P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 to
- - com

m
ute L

iddy's 
se

n
te

n
c
e
 to

 th
e
 tim

e
 h

e
 h

a
d
 th

e
n
 

served and to erase the $40,000 fine. It 
w

as th
en

 ap
p
ro

ach
in

g
 th

e h
eig

h
t o

f 
th

e p
resid

en
tial electio

n
 cam

p
aig

n
 

an
d
 n

o
 actio

n
  w

as tak
en

 o
n
 th

e re-
quest. 

L
ast F

ebruary, H
iggins renew

ed his _{ 
e
ffo

rt in
 a

 m
e
e
tin

g
 w

ith
 C

a
rte

r's 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se co

u
n
sel, R

o
b
ert L

ip
-

shutz. 
A

ccording to G
ranum

, L
ipshutz re-

layed the request to A
ttorney G

eneral 
G

riffin'  . B
ell; w

h
o
 last T

h
u
rsd

ay
 re-

co
m

m
en

d
ed

 to
 th

e P
resid

en
t th

at h
e 

com
m

ute the sentence to 8 years. 
L

id
d
y
 is an

 in
m

ate at th
e fed

eral. 
prison at A

llenw
ood, P

a., a m
inim

um
 

security institution. H
e is the -last of 

- th
e o

rig
in

al W
aterg

ate d
efen

d
an

ts 
still In prison.' 	

- 


