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 T
he U

.S
. govern-

m
ent is m

aking a last-ditch attem
pt to 

n
ab

 th
at elu

siv
e fin

an
cial fu

g
itiv

e, 
R

o
b
ert L

. V
esco

, b
efo

re h
e escap

es 
forever. 

T
he C

arter A
dm

inistration is actively 
co

n
sid

erin
g
 an

o
th

er try
 at ex

trad
itin

g
 

V
esco

 fro
m

 h
is p

alatial v
illa in

 C
o
sta 

R
ica, according to governm

ent sources. 
B

u
t tim

e is ru
n
n
in

g
 o

u
t. C

o
n
fid

en
tial 

S
tate D

ept. cables w
arn that V

esco w
ill 

be eligible for C
osta R

ican citizenship in 
a few

 m
onths, thus effectively m

aking 
him

 im
m

une to extradition. 

T
he financial outlaw

 evaded the U
.S

. 
governm

ent after it botched an attem
pt 

to extradite him
 in 1971 A

 new
 extradi-

tion law
 m

aking it nearly im
possible to 

seize V
esco

 w
as p

ro
m

p
t&

 p
u
sh

ed
 

through in C
osta R

ica by then P
resident 

Jose "D
on P

epe" F
igueres. 

F
igueres w

as grateful to the financier,  
for helping to bail out both his govern-
m

e
n

t a
n

d
 • h

is fa
lte

rin
g

 p
e
rso

n
a
l 

b
u

sin
esses. B

u
t th

e "V
esco

 L
aw

" w
as 

rep
ealed

 after th
e cu

rren
t p

resid
en

t, 
D

aniel O
duber, took office. T

he U
nited 

S
tates now

 has until July 1 to extradite 
the brazen V

esco before he becom
es a 

C
osta R

ican citizen. 
In

 a
 c

o
n
fid

e
n
tia

l d
isp

a
tc

h
 la

st 
S

ep
tem

b
er, th

en
 U

.S
. A

m
b

assad
o

'r 
T

eren
ce T

o
d

m
an

 rep
o

rted
 th

at th
e 

C
o

sta R
ican

s w
ere b

eco
m

in
g

 em
b

ar-
rassed by V

esco. P
resident O

duber, the 
cable noted, now

 feels "that he can act 
against V

esco w
ithout alienating form

er-
P

resident F
igueres." O

duber also w
ants 

to "deflate the corruption issue" and put  

an end to "C
osta R

ican disgust w
ith the 

im
age V

esco brings to their country.." 
C

oncluded the cable: "If w
e are ever 

to
 co

n
v
in

ce th
e C

o
sta R

ican
s th

at w
e 

have been serious abotit the V
esco ease, 

w
e m

ust be prepared to m
ove on short 

notice w
ith a w

ell prepared extradition 
request." 

V
E

S
C

O
: T

A
K

E
 T

W
O

 —
 T

h
e
 

m
illio

n
aire fu

g
itiv

e is also
 th

e sta r o
f 

an
o
th

er co
n
tro

v
ersy

. A
 d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 

film
 about V

esco that could have been 
em

b
arrassin

g
 to

 th
e F

o
rd

 ad
m

in
istra-

tio
n

 w
as sw

ip
ed

 fro
m

 a H
o

lly
w

o
o

d
 

stu
d
io

 lu
st tw

o
 w

eek
s b

efo
re th

e 1
9
7
6
 

election. 
V

esco alleges on the film
 that he w

as 
p

ro
m

ised
 a p

ard
o

n
 b

y
 P

resid
en

t F
o

rd
, 

b
u
t th

at it w
as d

en
ied

 b
ecau

se o
f th

e 
furor over the pardon of R

ichard N
ixon. 

T
he film

 suggests that U
.S

. officials are 
afraid

 to
 ex

trad
ite V

esco
 b

ecau
se h

e 
m

ight sink som
e politicians w

ith verbal 
broadsides. H

ad he returned during the 
p
resid

en
tial cam

p
aig

n
, V

esco
 say

s o
n
 

th
e
 film

, it w
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 c

re
a
te

d
 a

 
"h

ellu
v

a m
ess." H

e calls th
is secret' 

sto
reh

o
u

se o
f k

n
o

w
led

g
e h

is "life in
-

su
ran

ce." 
"W

hen R
obert V

esco first arrived in 
C

osta R
ica, he liked the country so m

uch 
h

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 b
u

y
 it," say

s th
e film

's 
narrator. T

his is echoed on the film
 by 

C
apt. A

. L
. E

isenhauer, V
esco's form

er 
pilot and the author of a new

 book about 
V

esco, "T
he F

lying C
arpetbagger." 

A
lso interview

ed w
as the editor of the 

now
 defunct C

osta R
ican new

spaper E
l 

D
iario

, w
h

o
 claim

ed
 h

is ed
ito

rial at- 

tacks on V
eico caused the C

osta R
ican 

governm
ent to w

ithdraw
 its advertising 

and thus forced his paper into bankrupt-
cy. T

he film
, financed by the M

exican T
V

 
netw

ork T
elevisa, w

as spirited aw
ay by 

T
elevisa representatives shortly after a 

preview
 in N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity. "If you show

 
th

is film
 b

efo
re th

e (U
.S

.) electio
n

 it 
w

ould look as though M
exico is trying to 

in
terfere in

 U
.S

. p
o
litics," a T

elev
isa 

representative reportedly explained to a 
n
e
w

sm
a
n
. O

ffic
ia

lly
, h

o
w

e
v
e
r, a

 
T

e
le

v
isa

 o
ffic

ia
l in

siste
d
 

to 
o

u
r 

,.asso
ciate, G

ary
. C

o
h
n
, th

at th
ey

 to
o
k
 

b
ack

 th
e film

 an
d

 su
p

p
ressed

 it, n
o

t 
b

ecau
se o

f p
o

litics, b
u

t "b
ecau

se o
f 

enorm
ous cost overruns." 

W
A

R
 C

O
L
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E

G
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 A

 private m
ilitary 

think tank, financed by defense contrac-
tors and oil com

panies, is being built on 
federal land at the A

ir F
orce A

cadem
y 

in C
olorado. 

T
he conservative C

ivilian M
ilitary In-

stitute bills itself as an open forum
 for 

the m
ilitary and society. B

ut it enjoys a 
co

zy
 relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 th

e A
ir F

o
rce 

.A
cad

em
y
, w

h
ich

 w
ill lease th

e g
ro

u
p
 

p
art o

f its n
ew

 m
u
ltim

illio
n
-d

o
llar 

visitors center. 
T

h
e
 in

stitu
te

 is b
e
in

g
 fu

n
d
e
d
 b

y
 

d
efen

se co
n

tracto
rs su

ch
 as R

o
ck

w
ell 

International, w
hich kicked in $250,000. 

O
th

e
r su

g
a
r d

a
d
d
ie

s in
c
lu

d
e
 b

e
e
r 

m
agnate W

illiam
 C

oors, G
eneral E

lec-
tric, T

ex
aco

, S
tan

d
ard

 O
il o

f In
d
ian

a, 
the M

idw
est O

il F
oundation, and retired" 

o
il ty

co
o
n
 A

rth
u
r Jo

h
n
so

n
, w

h
o
 co

n
-

tributed $400,000. 

T
he trustees of the supposedly private 

in
stitu

te in
clu

d
e G

en
. G

eo
rg

e B
ro

w
n
, 

ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e Jo

in
t C

h
iefs o

f S
taff, 

an
d
 six

 to
p
 b

rass h
ats fro

m
 th

e A
ir 

F
o
rce, A

rm
y
 ' an

d
 N

av
y
. C

iv
ilian

 
m

em
b

ers in
clu

d
e A

ir F
o

rce A
cad

em
y

 
president W

illiam
 T

utt, P
an A

m
 chair-

m
a
n

 W
illia

m
 S

e
w

e
ll, a

n
d

 fo
rm

e
r 

S
ecretary of S

tate D
ean R

usk. A
t a re-

cent sym
posium

, "E
veryone there w

as 
a high-ranking adm

iral or general or a 
retired m

ilitary official," said one par-
ticipant. 

R
u
sk

 sees n
o
 p

ro
b
lem

 w
ith

 m
o
n
ey

 
co

in
in

g
 fro

m
 P

en
tag

o
n
 co

n
tracto

rs as 
lo

n
g
 as th

e m
ilitary

 m
en

 d
o
n
't so

licit 
them

. A
s for building it on federal land, 

R
u

sk
 said

: "It's n
o

t a p
ro

b
lem

 u
n

less 
people like you m

ake it one." 
H

O
M

E
, JA

M
E

S
 —

 P
resident C

arter's 
b

an
 o

n
 lim

o
u

sin
es fo

r g
o

v
ern

m
en

t o
f-

ficials d
o
esn

't ex
ten

d
 to

 C
ap

ito
l H

 ill, 
w

h
ere th

e tax
p
ay

ers are sh
ellin

g
 o

u
t 

m
ore than $70,000 a year for congres-

sional bigw
igs. 

L
im

o
u
sin

es an
d
 ch

au
ffeu

rs are p
ro

-
v
id

ed
 fo

r S
en

s. Jam
es E

astlan
d
, D

.- 
M

iss., H
u
b
ert H

u
m

p
h
rey

, D
.-M

in
n
., 

R
o

b
ert B

y
rd

, D
.-W

. V
a., an

d
 H

o
w

ard
 

B
aker, R

.-T
enn. S

peaker T
hom

as "T
ip" 

O
'N

e
ill, D

.-M
a
ss., a

n
d
 R

e
p
s. Jim

 
W

right, D
.-T

ex., and John R
hodes, H

.-
A

riz., also have cars at their service. 
T

h
e fed

eral w
h
eels d

o
n
't sto

p
 th

ere. 
T

h
ree serg

ean
ts-at-arm

s, tw
o
 h

ig
h
-

ranking clerks, the congressional doctor 
and postm

aster each has a car. 
T

h
e cars are su

p
p

o
sed

 to
 b

e fo
r o

f-
' ficial business but in fact are often used 
for errands and shopping trips. 


