
TH
E

 
F

O
R

D
 M

E
M

O
IR

S—
both 

Jerry's and B
etty's—

are about 
to be sold to H

arper &
 R

ow
 and R

ead-
er's D

igest for arou
n

d
 $1 m

illion
. 

T
hat's notably higher than m

any ex-
pected, despite today's inflated m

ar-
ket. 

S
everal p

olitical n
am

es h
ave C

re-
ated

 veritab
le b

id
d

in
g fren

zies re-
cently, generating astronom

ical adv-
an

ces: W
arn

er b
ou

gh
t th

e righ
ts to 

R
ich

ard
 N

ixon
's m

em
oirs for, a re-

ported $2.3 m
illion in 1974 (but didn't 

fin
d

 a h
ard

cover p
u

b
lish

er for th
e 

book until last w
eek, w

ith• G
rosset &

 
D

u
n

lap
). W

illiam
 S

afire, a form
er 

N
ixon

 sp
eech

w
riter, sold

 th
e p

ap
er-

b
ack

 righ
ts to h

is n
ovel last m

on
th

, 
for $1.375 m

illion. A
nd just th

e id
ea 

of H
en

ry K
issin

ger's m
em

oirs h
as 

sp
a

w
n

ed
 co

n
tra

cts w
ith

 L
ittle, 

B
row

n and N
B

C
, plus bids from

 over-
seas, that w

ill probably am
ount to $5 

m
illion. 
B

u
t th

e n
am

e G
erald

 F
ord

 sim
p

ly 
d

oes n
ot sp

ark
 th

at k
in

d
 of d

ollars 
an

d
 cen

ts en
th

u
siasm

. In
 fact, in

 th
e 

w
eeks after the election it w

as alm
ost 

im
m

ed
iately clear th

at p
u

b
lish

ers 
w

ou
ld

 b
e as in

terested
 in

 th
e m

em
-

oirs of the first lady as they w
ould be 

in the president's. 
B

etty, after all, cou
ld

 w
rite ab

ou
t 

h
er d

ays d
an

cin
g w

ith
 M

arth
a G

ra-
ham

; shecould w
rite about rom

ance, 
m

otherhood, first-lady-hood, and her 
fight against cancer. She's w

idely ad-
m

ired
; w

ell-k
n

ow
n

 for h
er can

d
or 

and independent m
ind. 

 
H

er h
u

sb
an

d
, on

 th
e oth

er h
an

d
, 

m
ight be expected to w

rite a quintes-
sen

tially p
olitical m

em
oir w

ith
 n

o 
m

ore candor than is• custom
ary in the 

genre—
even, or perhaps especially, if 

h
e w

rites ab
ou

t h
is en

cou
n

ter w
ith

 
th

e p
resid

en
cy. if h

e is in
ten

t on
 a 

chronicle of his years in the H
ouse of 

R
ep

resen
tatives, sales exp

ectation
s 

are low
 in

d
eed

. (N
ew

 Y
ork

 free,lan
-

cer C
h

ris C
h

ase is exp
ected

 to h
elp

 
M

rs. F
ord w

ith her book, w
hile T

re-
vor A

rm
hrister w

ill help the form
er. 

president w
ith his.) 

So the F
ords' agents, N

orm
an B

ro-
kaw

 and O
w

en L
aster of the W

illiam
 

M
orris A

gen
cy (w

h
ich

 h
an

d
les th

e 

m
ed

ia m
ark

etin
g of th

e w
h

ole F
ord

 
fam

ily, as w
ell as A

rm
b

rister an
d

 
C

hase), offered publishers a package 
deal: both books for 'one big price. 

S
everal h

ou
ses m

ad
e b

id
s over 

$100,000. E
xecu

tives at S
im

on
 &

 
S

ch
u

ster said
 th

at th
eir h

ou
se m

ad
e 

"a good bid of six figures." (S&
S'pub-

lish
ed

 F
ord

's on
ly p

reviou
s b

ook
 in

 
1965, P

ortrait of the A
ssassin, about 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald.) A
n executive at 

D
oubleday said his com

pany also bid 
six figures, "T

hen L
aster cam

e back 
to

 u
s a

n
d

 sa
id

 h
e h

a
d

 so
m

eth
in

g
 

m
u

ch
 h

igh
er"

—
ab

ou
t $1 m

illion
—

. 
m

uch m
ore than seem

ed justified-by 
m

arket projections. 
T

hat bid has been offered by H
ar-

per &
 R

ow
 in association w

ith R
ead-

er's D
igest. 

E
xecutives at those com

panies w
ill 

not com
m

ent except to say that nego-
tiation

s are in
 p

rogress an
d

 n
o con

-
tract h

as b
een

 sign
ed

. A
gen

t O
w

en
 

L
aster, w

h
ile refu

sin
g to d

iscu
ss th

e 
m

atter, said an announcem
ent w

ould 
be m

ade this w
eek. 

M
elvin L

aird—
form

er secretary of 

d
efen

se an
d

 lon
g-tim

e frien
d

, con
fi-

-, dant, backer and booster of G
erald 

l'ord—
has, been the senior counselor 

for national and international affairi, 
at R

ead
er's D

igest sin
ce h

e left th
e 

F
ord

 A
d

m
in

istration
 in

 1974. L
aird

 
could not be reached for com

m
ent. 

In the last few
 w

eeks H
arper's has,  

so
ld

 th
e p

a
p

erh
a

ck
 rig

h
ts to

 th
e 

novel O
liver's Story for $1.5 m

illion, 
an

d
 th

e ep
ic rom

an
ce T

h
e T

h
orn

 
B

irds for a record $1.9 m
illion, heady 

successes w
hich also m

ay have influ-
enced the bid on the F

ords' m
em

oirs. ' 

Correction > - 
T

H
E

 L
IT

E
R

A
R

Y
 C

A
L

E
N

D
A

R
 last 

w
eek

 m
istak

en
ly an

n
ou

n
ced

 th
at 

P
h

ilip
 L

ev
in

e a
n

d
 B

eth
 J

o
seio

w
 

w
ou

ld
 read

 th
eir p

oetry at B
ook

-
w

orks, 1800 M
 Street, on M

arch 13. 
L

evin
e an

d
 Joselow

 w
ill read

 on
 th

e 
20th. E

d D
orn and C

arlo P
arcelli w

ill ' 
read on the 13th, at 8 pm

. A
dm

ission 
4 t2- 

B
O

O
K

 W
O

R
L

D
/M

A
R

C
H

 6, 1977 

99ookm
akers : T

h
e F

ord F
am

ily B
ooks 

by C
h

ristoph
er C

D
ickey 
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