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- lated to the' Watergate burglary and
John N. Mitchell. and former : Nixon

By John M. Goshko
Washington Post Staff Writer

After four ‘years “of activity that.
helped topple a President and sént
several of 'his top aides to prison, the..
Watergate special m:.o.moncﬂon.m office’,
will go out of business in mid-June. ' «

The ‘current ' special prosecutor,®
.Charlés F. C, Ruff; announced yester--
day that his office will be disbanded

s

" because the Supreme Court has closed:
-the books_on the!last of' tlie E&a !

Smﬂﬁmmnn.unammnzﬁg cases,
On Monday, the court refused to re:
vidw the convictions, on charges re- -

cover-lp, of former Attorney General
White House assistants H. R. (Bob)
Haldeman and John D. Ehrlichman. .
" Although ‘the special prosecutor's:

- office still has some minor unfinished

businéss, Ruff said he and Aftorney
General Griffin B. Bell have agreed
that these mattérs can be transferred

-to the .ﬁamznm. Uou»wﬁdmun for disposi--

tion. 1 .
The qE:EEoE_.Eom. aoEE_mn by
the offic¢ will be placed in the Na-.
tional Archives, Ruff said. Justice De-

partment sources ‘said  detils; of how

 the files will be handled are still he.-
ing workedout; but, the souces added.

]

the mxﬁmﬁwﬁo:.._m tha the public will’
be given at least limited access to
them under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act.

Ruff, who is expected to be :mEmn
nmugs., inspéctor general of the De-
partment of Health, Education and
Welfare, was the fourth man to head
the prosecutin force whose investiga-
tive activities had a role in the 1974
resignation of President Nixon.

Former Atforney General Elliot Li
Richardson set up the special prosecu-

tor’s office on May 31, 1973, to quell -

suspicions that the. Justice Depart-

ment was unable to E..cumug investi-

ffate the 1972 break-in at the Demo-
cratic’ National” Committees Water-
gate headquarters. The office’s -man-
date was ‘to probe the burglary nnd .
oher crimes connected-with ‘the Sam
presidential elegtion.” y
* Five ‘months: Iater,” Nixon a&mnmn
the first Watergate special prosecntor,
Archibald’ Cox, fired—an action’ that
led to Richardson’s resignation mza
provoked a hational ocg.% T
Cox was _.m_&mnom by Leon J msaumﬁ‘.
a Texas lawyer who led the prosecu:
tion force through its successful fight
to make public the Nixon tape record-
ings and. to the ‘convictions: of ‘Mitch-

_ell, ‘Haldeman and Ehrlichman, as

well as such other prominent Nixon

aides as Charles Colson, Dwight Cha-

pin and m_.mm.hnow?_. RIS ) 2
Jaworski was succeeded’ by ‘Henry

S. Ruth, who held the office.until O¢- -

tober, 1975. Since then, the job has
been filled on a part-time' basis by
Ruff, who teaches at.the Georgetown
University law school. © ' =

In the course of its 3:33»& :?
the office spent $8 million'to pursue:
investigations and prosecutions that
resulted in approximately 50 persons
and 18 corporations or business associ-
ations being convieied. or pleading -
guilty to assorted H@Hoz% or misdeniea-
nor charges.

Although the most sensationzl of

these convictions were related to the
Watergate burglary, most stemmed
from illegal contributions to Nixon’s
1972 re-election campaign.
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Former ﬁmnm_.wﬁwm muoEm_ E.omma:nou Leon Jaworski is w.namm«ma for ms inter-
view on the NBC “Tomorrow” show. Jaworski said had he been Richard M. Nix-
on, he would have served time for misdeeds instead of resigning the presidency.



