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x-president talks of purging governm
ent of enem

ies on new
ly released tapes. 

1
B

y H
aynes Johnson 

5 /
 q i and M

ichael Isikoff 
i t W

ashington F
oal S

taff W
riters 

It is S
ep

tem
b
er 1

9
7
2
, a presi-

dential 
electio

n
 y

ear, an
d
 in

 th
e 

O
v
al O

ffice R
ich

ard
 M

. N
ix

o
n
 is 

looking beyond his anticipated re-
election by planning a purge of sus-
p
ected

 en
em

ies in
 th

e b
u
reau

cra-
cy. D

ays after he begins his second 
term

, N
ix

o
n
 tells aid

es H
.R

. H
al-

d
em

an
 an

d
 Jo

h
n
 W

. D
ean

 III, th
e 

cleansing w
ill begin. 

"I w
ant there to be no holdovers 

left," he says, speaking first about 
th

e T
reasu

ry
 ' D

ep
artm

en
t. "T

h
e 

w
hole goddam

n bunch go out . . . " 
H

e th
en

 tu
rn

s to
 o

th
er d

ep
art-

m
ents, spelling out his intentions: 

"Y
ou're out, you're out, you're fin-

ished, you're done, done, finished. 
K

nock the hell out of there." 
N

ix
o
n
's aid

es are en
th

ralled
. 

"Y
o
u
'll en

d
 u

p
 w

ith
 o

n
e h

ell o
f a 

governm
ent," H

aldem
an, his chief 

of staff, says adm
iringly. 

T
h
is c

o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
 is o

n
e
 o

f 
m

any N
ixon tapes m

ade public for 
the first tim

e yesterday by the N
a-

tional A
rchives. S

om
e provide ad-

ditional details about his efforts to  

co
v
er u

p
 th

e W
aterg

ate affair—
th

e Ju
n
e 1

9
7
2
 b

reak
-in

 at D
em

o
-

cratic N
ational C

om
m

ittee offices 
h
ere th

at led
 to

 N
ix

o
n
's h

isto
ric 

resig
n
atio

n
 tw

o
 y

ears later. M
o
re 

strik
in

g
, h

o
w

ev
er, is w

h
at th

ese 
conversations once again dem

on-
strate ab

o
u
t th

e attitu
d
es an

d
 at- 

m
o
sp

h
ere th

at flo
u
rish

ed
 in

sid
e 

the N
ixon W

hite H
ouse. 

T
he tapes w

ill introduce a gen-
eration of A

m
ericans w

ho cam
e to 

m
atu

rity
 after N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 W

ater-
g
a
te

 p
a
sse

d
 in

to
 h

isto
ry

 to
 a

 
v
en

g
efu

l, p
aran

o
id

 N
ix

o
n
 w

h
o
 

lash
es at en

em
ies w

ith
o
u
t—

an
d
 

suspected enem
ies w

ithin. H
e dis-

trusts nearly everyone—
Jew

s, bu-
reau

crats, th
e p

ress, ev
en

 p
eo

p
le 

he has appointed to high office. 
A

ll this stands in sharp contrast 
to

 th
e N

ik
o
n
 o

f th
e 1

9
9
0
s, w

h
o
se 

v
iew

s are acco
rd

ed
 resp

ectfu
l at-

tention by presidents and publish-
ers as those of a w

ise elder states-
m

an. 
O

n
 M

ay
 5

, 1
9
7
1
, fo

r in
stan

ce, 
m

o
re th

an
 a y

ear b
efo

re th
e W

a-
terg

ate b
reak

-in
, N

ix
o
n
 resp

o
n
d
s 

to national dem
onstrations against 

th
e V

ietn
am

 W
ar b

y
 w

o
n
d
erin

g
 

alo
u
d
 w

h
eth

er p
art o

f th
e tro

u
b
le 

isn't inspired by Jew
s. 

N
ixon: "A

ren't the C
hicago S

ev-
en

 all Jew
s? D

av
is's a Jew

, y
o
u
 

know
." 

H
aldem

an: "I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 D

av
is 

is." N
ixon: "H

offm
an, H

offm
an's a 

Jew
." 

H
ald

em
an

: "A
b
b
ie H

o
ffm

an
 is 

and that's so." 
O

ther nam
es are m

entioned. 
N

ixon: "A
bout half of these are 

Jew
s." 

A
n
o
th

er th
em

e, co
n
stan

tly
 ex

-
pressed, is N

ixon's distrust of, and 
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On Tape, Nixon Plans Purge of Enemies 
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hatred for, the federal bureaucracy. 
"We have no discipline in this bu-

reaucracy," Nixon tells aides in an-
other Oval Office conversation in 
April 1971. "We never fire any-
body. We never reprimand any-
body. We never demote anybody. 
We always promote the sons-of-
bitches that kick us in the ass. 
That's true in the State Depart-
ment. It's true in HEW [the old 
Health, Education and Welfare De-
partment]. It's true in OMB, and  

true for ourselves, and it's just got 
to stop." 

Nor does Nixon limit his hatred 
of the bureaucracy to faceless civil-
servants. He is equally contemptu-
ous of his own Cabinet officers. At-
torney General John N. Mitchell 
had been "captured by the bureau-
cracy," he tells Dean and Haldeman 
during the Sept. 15 meeting. 
"Mitchell was told, quote, get over 
there and help me, ah, break some 
of those guys, they're not even 
worth, they're not worth a damn," 
Nixon says. He says Secretary of 
State William P. Rogers "was total-
ly captured by the American bu-
reaucracy, [Defense Secretary] 
Mel Laird, he didn't change any-
body . . . . " 

The Sept. 15 meeting previously 
had become famous as the session 
in which Nixon ordered Dean to 
start taking notes on those "who 
tried to do us in." 

The new transcripts of a later 
part of the meeting flesh out the 
president's plans, including rambl-
ing discussions in which Nixon and 
his aides plot how to pull the tax 
records of prominent Democrats af-
ter the election. 

"We have to do it artfully so 
that we don't create an issue by 
abusing the IRS [Internal Revenue 
Service] politically," says Nixon.  

"And, there are ways to do it. God-
damn it, sneak in in the middle of 
the night . . . " 

Haldeman is cautious, saying that 
they "shouldn't take the risk of get-
ting us blown out of the water be-
fore the election." But after the 
election, he adds, "let the Demo-
crats down there squeal and say 
Nixon's pulling the tax files of all 
the Democrats . . . . Let them 
scream about repression and, all 
that stuff . . . " 

Dean offers a suggestion: "The 
other thing is you could always in-
crease your compliance program 
. . . just happens that a lot of Dem-
ocrats get caught . . . " 

Haldeman: "We'll pull, well pull a 
lot of Republicans too and just don't 
look at those after we puff 'em." 

Then Nixon says: "Well, they're 
gonna get it sure we've just got, 
we've got to do it, even if we've got 
to kick [IRS Commissioner Johnnie 
M.] Walter's ass out first and get a 
man in there." 

This leads to a broader discussion 
about Nixon's future agenda. "It's 
going to be rough game," warns 
Nixon, one in which resignations 
will be demanded and positions may 
not even be filled. "We can leave 
the whole goddamn government 
empty," notes Haldeman, "and it 
wouldn't hurt the world one bit." 


