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lOHN EITELICHMAN LEFT Santa Fe for 
prison as quietly and unnoticed as he ar-
rived. His daughter, Jan, 23, helped him 
pack his clothes in the little adobe house 

that looks down on twisting dirt coeds. For eigh-
teen months, his Spanish-American neighbors re-
garded this notorious bearded man as an amigo, 
but there were no farewells. Ehrlichman didn't 
even tell his closest friends he had decided to "go 
in." They heard about it from the radio, the TV 
news and the afternoon paper. 

Nationally, the newsplay was that the rust of the 
really "big" figures in the Nixon administration 
had gone to prison. Were Bob Haldeman and John 
Mitchell far behind? But in Santa Fe, a place long 
known for minding its own business, there was no 
great atirrthg. 

"This is a Passive town," Duane Northup, who 
rune a win. shop, told me later. He had known 

       

matters; his bourgeois marriage and the five child-
ren he spent so muds time with: the plunge into 
service for Richard Nixon; the quick entry into 
government at the White House level; the power 
he wielded, and how its use in ways he regarded as 
legitimate ended in his felony convictions and pri-
son sentences; in short, the movement front agree-
able security in Seattle to fame, notoriety, retreat 
in Santa Fe and the prospect of months or years 
behind hers. 

In early October, three weeks before he "went 
in," I spent two days with Ehrlichrusit We talked 
in his living ri room, on the patio, in the Shed Cafe, 
along the streets, and on a long ride into the 
mountains. He would point out this historic street 
or that special building. He seemed to enjoy the 
brilliant sun, and the spectacular coloration of the 
oaks and megdes, and higher up, the yellowing cot-
tonwoods and gilded aspens. Nobody was twisting 
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slowly in the wind. He talked about prison, and his 
Cane. under appeal, but be gave no clue he would 
500n pack up for prison. 

One afternoon, while I was talking to Ehrlich- 

Ehrlichman casually when be came in to buy 
bottle of California chablis to take to a friend's 
house for dinner. "There are a lot of people who 
come here for reasons of their own, to get away 
from something, and they are obliged. Some call it 
tolerance," Northup said. 

Santa Fe, population 50,000, is really a small 
town. The streeta around the plaza are narrow, the 
buildings bright white, the landscape brown. 
There are trading poets, a rme cathedral and the 
Palace of the Governors, the oldest public building 
in America. The Old Santa Fe Trail makes no geo-
graphic sense, but it is a reminder that this beauti. 
ful town is as odd as America itself. 

Ehrlichman became a familiar figure on the old 
streets of Santa Fe. He kept his distance from peo-
ple, but showed little of the jut.jawed aloofness 
that made him the Nixon administration's ogre 
during the televised Watergate Committee hear-
ings. During the tourist season, Ehrlichman was 
occasionally spotted and stared at, but town resi-
dents didn't gape. They had long experienced 
neighbors and visitors like Greer Gerson, the 
Pulitzers, John Crosby, Truman Capote and Bill 
Mauldin. Ehrlichman didn't need his beard to be 
left alone. 

Altogether, Ehrlichman lived twenty-one 
months in Santa Fe. He spent much of this time 
by himself, shutting off the telephone, visitors, 
newspeople and the local press. He read a good 
deal, worked four to five hours daily on his first 
novel and the beginnings of a second. Occasional-
ly, he went out to dinner, or to play tennis, or to 
hike in the nearby Sangre de Cristo mountains. He 
tended his vegetable garden in the small back 
yard. At times, he leaned on the earthen wall and 
looked over the tangle of winding, pot-holed 
streets built over Indian paths centuries ago. His 
beard and ample belly gave hir5 a Falstatrian look, 
and he liked to lounge on the sun-soaked patio like 
some reclusive desert rat who had seen it all. 

He thought over his life: the years as a success-
ful, locally renowned lawyer dealing in zoning 

Nick 77timinesch.. a syndicated columnist, is a 
long-time Watergate watcher. 

Long Way  
To  

Santa  Fe  
And  

In Jail 
The Nights  
Are Longer  

Still 
"The latent gentility and sensitivity are now 
dominant in John's personality." 

--wow. WI. 
"We fiction writers must stick together" 

Gomm, re- 
kr Ricbmrd 1.4issa's memein, 

two.. cp. at 	 rat tOCWWW10. 

man, he wanted to riddle around in his vegetable 
garden, neglected during his book tom. The sun 
was bright and warm, and there was to hint that 
the night air would bring frost- "Not much time 
left for three,' he said as lie pulled back the leaves 
from the squash and zucchini. "I want to get these 
to the Kerns tonight." 

He was wearing a sweater and a pair of levia 
which had a bole in the mat His feet were in de-
sert boots. He had talked the day before about 
beads and long hair, and now he and his son, Pe-
ter, had a beard-growing contest and Peter won. 
"I'm not so sure my value system is the same," he 
said "Some thing's that I bad spent an inordinate 
amount of time concerned about something as su-
perficial as I held precious aren't so valuable. My 
kids' haircuts. That might be old stuff to you, but 
to discover it myself is significant to me." 

"I decided when I came here that I was going to 
be open for as many experiences as possible. I met 
Allen Ginsburg (the poet). Holy hell, if I would 
have bad Allen Ginsburg in for lunch when I was 
in the White House ... 

"Ginsburg and I were looking at things from the 
opposite end of the tunnel, especially in 1968 dur-
ing the demonstrations at the convention. I was 
working to keep him out, and so when we talked, °I 
he asked why did this happen and why did that 
happen. He's* very gentle guy. He was there out 
of conviction. We compared notes. There was no 
hostility. Ginsburg wrote me a warm note, and 
sent me an autographed copy of his book, Howl. 

"It was very much the same with Marlon Bran- 'lg.  
do. He was looking at the Indian situation from a 3 
militant point of view. We had correspondence 
after I left government, and he had tee out to see 3 
him in Los Angeles He was interested us 
Wounded Knee, and atomic fallout, end hunger. 
We talked thirteen or fourteen hours across the 
landscape. I found him well read and stimulating." 

Norman Mailer interviewed Ehrlichman for 
Continued on page is 7 
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E njoyable u the Kern 
were, the social even-
ings were occasional 

became Ehrlichmen got 
deeply involved in his book. 
He says he had long consid-
ered writing a mystery story 
because "I reed them and 
thought, Gosh, I could write 
one as good as that? He first 
planned a Washington mur-
der mystery. He wrote a syn-
opsis, but friends who read it 
made faces. 

Then, during the second 
Watergate trial, he bad lunch 
with columnist William Sa-
rtre, and Sartre sent the syn-
opsis to his literary agent. 

The idea was immediately 
sold to Simon & Schuster. 
The plot changed from mur-
der mystery to a tale involv-
ing the President and the 
CIA. Ehrlichman admits that 
the project began as "exploi-
tation" of his name, but 
claims that half-way through 
the manuscript "they started 
talking about it being - a de-
cent book." 

Ehrlichman 'e editor is Mi-
chael Korda, a vice president 
of Simon & Schuster, and an 
accomplished author in his 
own right. Korda was no fan 
to the Nixon administration, 
and took on Ehrlich:nen as a 
physician takes a patient 

"John Vs/nehmen never 
gave me a problem at all with 
the book," Korda told me. 
"He is very efficient, and 
better organized than most 
writers. He is terribly discip-
lined and has a quick intel-
ligence. He set out to learn 
how to be a writer ... 

"I don't see John moving 
is art and literary circles, 
however. He wouldn't have 
much patience with the  

bullshit those people throw 
around at, say, Elaine's res-
taurant (in New York). And 
John will alwayss be ill-at-
ease with liberal media jour-
nalists." 

About 50,000 copies of 
The Company have been 
sold, and Paramount bought 
the movie rights. Simon & 
Schuster quickly signed KM-
nehmen to write a second 
novel, and this time, accord-
ing to Ehrlichman, the set-
ting will not be in presiden-
tial places and the characters 
will bear no relationship to 
real people. When he was in 
Washington this pest year, 

he sketched buildings, and 
took notes about their de-
tails, so his descriptions 
would be richer. He turned 
in about 100 pages of manu-
script before he entered pris-
on. He tries to conceal his 
pleasure over the good recep-
tion his first work got. 

No scorecard is required to 
identify the characters in 
The Company Is code term 
for the CIA). President Rich-
ard Moolthoe is profane, 
ornery, overly suspicious, 
susceptible to fatigue and 
can't take much alcohol. He 
is Richard Nixon. National 
Security adviser Dr. Carl 
Tessler is a former Harvard 
professor turned egomaniac 
so no clues are necessary. Ob 
well, throw away the names 
of Ehrlichman's characters. 
This work of fiction is peo-
pled by Richard Helms, Bob 
Haldeman. K Howard Hunt, 
John Eh:nehmen and others, 
including Spiro Agnew. 

What surprised many with 
an aversion to Ehrlichman is 
that his book is well done, 
and displays a profesnional  

novelist's skIlL John Ken-
neth Galbraith praised it and 
so did other reviewers. The 
CIA does not come off well in 
this yarn about bow a young 
President allowed the CIA to 
murder a priest, °pineal 
leader to an anti-Castro 
force, in order to sabotage 
their invasion of Cuba. Two 
presidents later, Monckton 
can hold this over the CIA 
director, but the chief spook 
is able to blackmail the Pres-
ident when he learns the in-
side story of a strange break-
in at Democratic headquart-
ers. This is where we all 
came in. 

SONien 

But it is not where John 
Ehrliehroen departs. He 
seems obsessed with the G.A. 
His book reflects that. He 
scans the dailies and clips ev-
erything about the agency. It 
is the am entity which ran 
unrelax him. 

"I read everything I can 
get my hands on about the 
CIA," he told me. "The CIA 
had a heavy hand in the Ek-
berg case. Their subterfuge, 
and in some cases, their 
downright falsehood in cov-
ering up their involvement, 
really got to me." 

Ehrlichm.an won't name 
the names of his CIA villains 
on the record, but according 
to sworn testimony, Ehrlich-
man had a number of con-
tech with the CIA, particu-
larly with Brigadier General 
Robert K Cushman, the dep-
uty director Ehrlichman be-
comes exasperated in trying 
to describe his travail, and 
sputters about CIA officials 
"with connections to the 
Fielding (break-in) cam." 

What probably angers 
Ehrlichman most is that he  

and Cushman originally 
agreed to forget a phone con-
versation they held in early 
July 1971 on the Ellsberg 
case, and that Cushman later 
testified that it took place, 
thus contradicting Ehrlich-
man at a crucial time. At 
first Cushman couldn't pro- 
duce written record of that 
call, but later he "found" it, 
explaining that his secretary 
had filed it During that July 
8 call, according to Cushman, 
Ehrlichman requested that 
the CIA provide assistance to 
Hunt, who was working on 
the Elhberg situation for the 
White House. One former 
top CIA official describes 
Cushman's reversal as a 
"save your ass move, com-
mon at the CIA? 

Speaking of these officials 
he wouldn't name, Ehrlich-
man said, "Their subterfuge, 
and in some cases their 
downright falsehood in cov-
ering up their involvement, 
really gut to we." 

At this very moment, as 
Ehrlichman works in the 
Federal Prison Camp at Saf-
ford, Arizona, he is con-
vinced that his actions in the 
Ellsberg case were motivated 
by concern for national secu-
rity, that he was following 
presidential orders and im-
plorations of Kissinger, and 
that the CIA knew what was 
Pine on. 

"I was in a minority in the 
White Home who felt the 
prosecution of Ellsberg and 
Russo was a mistake," Ehr-
lichman told me in his Santa 
Fe home. "I bad the Presi-
dent persuaded that way at 
one point, but Mitchell 
turned him around. I felt 
prosecuting Elhberg was out 
of proportion to the offense, 
and bad politics, too. We 
were coming into an election, 
and it was giving a platform 
to his [Ellsbisresj point of 
view which was inimical to 
the President 

"We had to respond to 
bllieberg, and my idea was 
more devious. I wanted us to 
have Ziegler announce that 
we discovered Elleberg did 
not steal the Pentagon Pap-
ers. That would have shifted 
the burden onto Ellsberg. 
Beside*, I think somebody at 
the New York Times stole 
the actual documents which 
got into print. Ellsberg's 
theft was separate." 

In early summer of 1971, 
according to Ehrlichman, 
Kissinger was vehement over 
Ellsberg, pointing out that 
he also had the Vietnam op-
tion papers and the U. S. nu-
clear deterrent targeting 
plans. Nixon had assigned 

Ehrlichman the job of inves-
tigating the Ellsberg situa-
tion and leaks, so there were 
meetings in John's office. 

"Kissinger attended a 
number of these," Ehrlich-
roan said, "and there are in 
existence in the Nixon pap-
ers records of Henry's rather 
vigorous insistence that 
something be done about 
Ellsberg. At other times, 
Henry was upset about Ells-
berg in front of the President 
and that's on tape 

"Al Haig sat in for Henry 
at some of these meetings. So 
either he or Henry were dis-
creetly involved in the 
Plumbers, though that name 
was never used. Henry was 
aware there was a unit organ-
ized to deal with the Ellsberg 
problem. 

"Once Henry and I had a 
spirited argument over 
whether his aide, David 
Young, should be a pert of it 
Henry bad no objection to 
the activities of our unit; he 
just didn't want David in IL 

"It was finally argued 
aboard a helicopter en route 
to San Clemente, and the 
President said, "Oh, Henry, 
it isn't that important. Let's 
go ahead and do this.' That's 
where it was decided on 
David Young ... 

"Henry had all sorts of 
stories about the nonconfor-
mist life Ellitherg led, and 
the problems Rand [the Cali-
fornia think tank] had with 
him, end basically what an 
unreliable guy be was. This 
was the foundation for the 
unit to go to California to 
find out what sort of bird he 
was and what sorts of facts 
could be developed as to 
what he would do in the fu-
ture--what his motives were. 
It had to be done by some-
body. 

"Kissinger was the moving 
and efficient farce that 
caused the push on Ellsberg. 
I don't know, however, that 
Henry was aware that the 
unit was sent out in lieu of 
the FI3L But he assumed it 
was being taken care of by 
somebody, by some govern-
ment entity." 

What happened next, back 
there in 1971, is why Ehrlich-
man is at Safford prison now. 
Krogh and Young. now with 
Howard Hunt and R Gordon 
Liddy aboard, sent Ehrlich-
man a memo dated August 
11 recommending "that a 
covert operation be under-
taken to examine" the medi-
cal files held by Ellsberg's 
psychiatrist, Dr. Lewis J. 
Fielding, in Beverly Hills. In 
the apace for "Approve," 
Ehrlichman entered "E" and 
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Cabbie took girl friend for unto geiable ride around race track. 
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Quote—Acrostic 
(Milton) Berk: Best comedienne 

Lucille Bail ... she's a tremen-
dous perfectionist who's 'hams 
paying her dues, rehearsing and 
rehearsing even after she became 
a superstar 	she's the most ma. 
tWaceted 	comedienne-actress 
were Marie Dressier. 

Word list 

A—Burkiss 	I.—tempered 
B—Estralsower M—Chess 
C—Rennts 	N—Off dunce 
D— aces 	0—Mauer 
F—ErlaCeeW P—rdgar Award 
r—Tides 
C—Highs 	A—di-devised 
H—kthan Franc 5—Emranceks 
l•–lkadc 	T—Nurseermn . 
I—Enterprise LI—Neutrierty 
K—Seis 	V—Eachawasia 

THE TALL SHIPS® 

The Official Commemorative Print of the Historic 1976 Gathering of Tall Ships 

Two years in the painting and 
meticulously accurate in nautical de-
tail, this high fidelity lithograph will 
delight all those who admire fine art. 
Painted by She renowned marine 
artist, Kipp Soktwedel ('Tall Ships 
Artist of Record), this official corn- 

a memorative print is reproduced in 
magnificent color. 21 x 28 inches. 

Depicted here in misty nautical 
splendor are the Blue Nose (Canada), 

Z..' Danmark (Denmark), Seines (Portu-
gal), Christian Radich (Norway) and 

o the Gorch Foch II (Germany), winner 

A ^Received your very lovely lithograph 
c and it now has a place of predominance 
; ■.'n my officiss...Thir. 	;ft Into magalrze.Z. 

 piece 
who come into my office.-  

Gerald E. Bauer, Dallas. 'Ti. 

"I have Jan received a print of the "Tall 
g 	KippSoldwedel from my niece. 

is tray a lovely work of art. It is In 
26 my foyer and has added mach charm to 

that aeon. f are tare that other people 

below it penned, "If done un-
der your assurance that it is 
not traceable." 

To this day Ehrlichman 
inmate that he didn't know 
the "covert" operation •vras 
going to be a burglary. He 
claims that there are at least. 
Fifteen ways insurance adjus-
ters manage to look at pri-
vate records without violat-
ing  someone's civil rights or 
pulling  a break-in. Krogh 
told met "John never speci-
fied break-in. He never used 
those words." 

When prosecutors /earned 
about the Fielding break-in, 
Ehrlichman had David 
Young get the files out for 
him. Ehrlichman did not 
know that Young  also made 
copies of the damaging  
memos foe himself, altered 
some and then turned them 
over to the prosecutor in re-
turn for immunity. Conse-
quently, Ehrfichman's sworn 
statements were somewhat 
at odds with the facts the 
prosecutor already had, and 
be was indicted for perjury, 
lying  to the FBI, and con-
spiring  to violate the civil 
rights of Dr. Fielding. 

"Young  flat-out lied," 
Ehrlichman says now. "He 
stole those documents and 
lied under oath about the 
memos and conversations 
with me. I didn't mind him 
talking if he had only told 
the truth." 

Ehrlkbman has little re-
spect for Young, who was out 
of eight during much of the 
Watergate uproar. After his 
court appearance, Young  left 
quickly for England, where 
be now lives. William H. 
Merrill, who prosecuted the 
Plumbers, says, "Young was 
protecting Kissinger." 

Interestingly, Ehrlichman 
voices no hard feelings 
about Kissinger. He ob-
served that the pressure 
Henry put on the President 
about Milberg" caused the 
White House response, and 
adds that "Kissinger was not 
aware of the break-in, nor 
was I, until afterwards. But 
even then, it could be justi- 

of the International Trans Atlantic 
nme. 

Good art that is bound to accrue 
in value, handsome decoration for 
office or home, nostalgic memorabilia 
for sea lovers and sailors alike. 

Handsomely framed in silvery axial, ready to hwy.. S2S-00. 	add Si ihipping  and handling  Signed ley the artist End framed. SS5.00. 	add 32 shipping and handling Unframed in protective shipping  We, S10.00. 	add 31 shipping  and handling  

h
ill enjoy these beautiful ships in their 

omes." 
Mrs. M.B. Flournoy, New York. N.Y. 

"Those who thrilled at the Ache es! /fir 
soaring masts and graceful halls in July 
will recapture than thrill when they see 
the clean lines of Kipp Soldweders 
paintings. flit wake—carry the fresh, 
salty tang of ocean air wherever they 

Genesis GallerimLid..NewYork„ N.Y. 
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