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`I'm Not Going to Sit Here 

and Judge Spiro 
Foltowing are excerpts from David 

Frost's fourth interview with former.  
President Nixon. 

. Q. On Sept. 16, 1970, after Salvador 
Allende had won the most votes in.the 
Chilean presidential elections, Henry 
Kissinger glumly remarked that if the 
Chilean congress confirmed Allende 
as President over the non-Marxist 
runner-up candidate, his-  rule could 
spell the end of democracy in Chile. 
What Kissinger did not reveal was 
that on the day before he spoke, Rich-
ard Nixon had himself taken action to 
subvert Chile's democratic processes 
by ordering the CIA to prevent Al-
lende's accession to power, not even 
excluding a coup d'etat... 

Between 1970 and 1973 the CIA 
spent some $8 million in. Chile sup-
porting the political opposition and es-
tablishing a network of those commit-. 
ted to Allende's downfall. And, when 
the coup occurred, the CIA used addi-
tional funds to support a public rela-
tions effort on behalf of the newly in-
stalled right-wing government headed 
by Gen. Pinochet. The unique thing 
here, isn't it, is that, can you .. can 
United States history, attempted to in-
terrupt the constitutional processes of 
a democratic of a democratic govern-
ment . . government? 

A. Well, it depends on what you 
mean by recent. Ah, you mean the.last 
four or five years? No, I can't • think 
of any. 	- 

Q. What did you have in Mind, in 
Chile, when you said, ah, that you 
wanted the CIA, or you wanted. 
Ainerica to make the economy 
scream? What did you have in mind? 

A. Well, ah, Chile of course, is inter- 
ested in, ah, - obtaining loans, ah, from 
international organizatinns where, we 
have a vote, and I indicated that, ah, 
wherev-er we had a vote, ah, where 
Chile was involved, that, . ah, :unless 
there. were strong considerations on 
the other side that we would vote 
against them. Ah, I felt that as far as 
Chile was concerned, since they were 
expropriating American 'property -
they expropriated, - Allende did. It 
took him only three years to expropri-
ate 275 firms. Now, I know that, as far 
as  

Q.. He hadn't done that on Sept. 
15. 

A. I know. I know, but I knew that 
was coming. All you had to do was 
read his campaign speeches. He said, 
ah, "With Cuba in the Caribbean, and 
with Chile on the southern cone, we," 

grew 
be meant Castro, and . Allende . will 
make the revolution in Latin America. 
Now we have one country in the, Eth,. 
Western Hemisphere,' Cuba that is ex-
porting'revolution and we didn't want 
another one,.ah, Chile doing 	' 

Q. .But, • there's two things .there 
surely. One is that Cuba, which every-
bony would say is Communist in the 
traditional sense of the word, Cuba 
has been totally unsuccessful in its ex-
port of . revolution or anything else 

• since 1958. 	. . 
• And, -Allende, ah just 'didn't turn 

out that way. He turned out to be a 
Marxist;. he worked within the system . 
for the three years; he never • at- 
tempted to introduce political repres-. 
sion, that only came later. Ah, he con- • . 
tinned to work within the system to 
the extent 'Where it was predicted he - 
would lose the•next election. 	• 	". 

'as a:-'matter of fact,let's 
well understand,•-ah„ Allende.  playeoryt ..  
very cleverly, ah,: he, he played it as, a • • 
Chilean.  would rather than.as •a Cuban 
would: ...:The.:•chileans.,-.being,' 	eh,. 
frankly less '.Volatile than the. Cubans,' 
I would say. But, on the other _hand, .  
there wasn't . any question-  about 	his 
turning, ah, all.the screwslhat he.Pos, 
sibly codid, .ah, in the rdirection of 
making Chile' a Marifst state. There , 
cooperating with CastrO.' There Wasn't 
any question. that Chile was being 
used by some of Castro"s - agents as a 
base to export terrorism to Argentina, 
to Bolivia, to Brasil. We knew all of 
that. 

Q. But, he never.. 
A. And, alsn, now as far as repres-

sion is concerned, after all, he did 
that in a subtle, way 	for exam- 
ple, the govermitent-oWned television 
station. The only program that they 
had was simpIY,,,Marxist, • ah, phiIeso, 

phy, as far as goverpment advertising-
was concerned; the way he squeezed,' 
the press, in.addition; to, all,-  shutting , 
for a time hecause-  he didn't like one 
of their stories, and shutting down El 
Mecurioo  the biggest paper, ah, first-
ordering it for a week and then, be-
cause of an ,outcry, cutting it down .to-
a day because he didn't like some of 
their stories. 

Q. But, when yonlOok at the closing ." 
nf the UPI office, for instance, and 
things like that; all of those things'. 
ere 'trivial compared with what fol-
lowed Allende. I mean, Allende, with 
the . . all of that list, looks like a 
saint compared with the repression of.  
Pinochet, 

A. I am not here to defend and will 
not defend repression by any goliern-
meat, be it a friend of the United 
States, or one that is opposed to the 
United States. But, initerms of na-
tional security, in terms of our own 
Self-interest, the right-wing dictator-
ship, all, if it is not exporting its revo-
lution,, if it is not interfering with its 
neighbors, if it is not taking action 
against ... directed against the 
United States, it is . . it •is therefore 
Of no security concern to us. It is of a 
human-rights concern. A left-wing dic-
tatorship, on the other hand, we find 
that they do engage in trying to ex-
tort their subversion to other'. coun-
tries, and that does involve our secu-
rity interests... ' 
. Q. But, the CIA reported, shortly 
efore his death, that he was - no 

threat to democracy; he wasn't-plan-
ing to abolish democracy and he was 

going to lose in the next election. 
0. A. Based on the CIA's record of ac-
Oracy in their reports, I would take 
all of that with a grain of thalt . . of 
Salt. Ah, they didn't even predict that 
'he was going to win this timeE They 
didn't, predict what was going to hap-
pen in Cambodia. Ah, they didn't . 
they didn't predict there was going to 
be the Yom Kippur war. As fax as the 
CIA's concerned, at that point, and 
now I understand it is being im-
proved, and I trust it will be under 
the new leadership;  ah, at that point 
its intelligence estimates were not 



Irnitcd Press laternationl 

Talking to reporters in 1969, thenTresident Nixon praises then-Vice President Agnew for doing a "great job." ' 



very good on Latin America. Ah, I 
also go back to the point that, ah, in 
terms of, ah, of what we really have 
here in Chile. I remember months be-
fore Allende came to power in 1970. 
That, when it was thought that he 
might run again. An Italian business-
man came to call on me in the Oval 
Office, and, ah, he said, "If Allende 
should win the election in Chile, and 
then you have Castro in Cuba; what 
you, will in effect have in Latin Amer-

- Ica is a red sandwich, and eventually 
it will all be red." And, that's what we 
confronted... 

Q. If you had to choose a word to 
describe the Pinochet regime, ah, 
what adjective would you use? 
Brutal? 

A. Well, when they are brutal, yes. 
Ah, when they are dictatorial, I would 
say they are dictatorial. Ah, I would 
also have to, on the ohtre side, indi-
cate that they are non-Communist, and 
that they• are not enemies of the 
United States, and that they do not 
threaten any of their neighbors. 

Sow, basically, what we have to un- 
derstand, and this does not justify a 
right-Wing dictatorship, or any kind of 
dictatorship, but what we have to' un-
derstand is that in this instance, the 
present Chilean government, ah, is en-
gaging in activities that we disap-
prove of, in terms of its internal poli-
cies, but as far as its external policies 
are concerned, they don't threaten 
any of their neighbors, and they claret 
threaten us. 

cis 
Q. Already reeling from Watergate, 

the Nixon White House suffered an-
other major blow in August, 1973, 
when it was revealed that Vice Presi-
dent Agnew was under investigation 
by a federal grand jury for acts of 
corruption dating back to his period 
as governor of Maryland . . . When 
the Attorney General (Elliot L. 
Richardson) told you that there was a 
strong case against Agnew, what did 
you say? 

A. Ah, I told Richardson what I had 
earlier had Alexander M. Haig convey 
to him. Ah, that I felt that in this 
case, that he, Richardson, had to be 
very sure, ah, not only that the case 
was strong, because of the rights of 
the individual involved and the posi-
tion that he held, but very sure that 
he, Richardson, was not in a position 
where it would look as if this were, • 
ah, a political motivation on his part. 
I mean, there was no secret Richard-
son and Agnew didn't like each other. 
There was no secret that Richardson 
had ambitions to be Vice President or 
President in 1976, ah, and earlier if 
possible if somebody had picked him . 
.. I suggested at that point, that, ah, 
Henry Petersen, the assistant attorney 
general in charge of the Criminal Di-
vision, a Democrat, ah, an honorable  

man and trusted by members of both 
parties, that he conduct an independ-
ent investigation. 

Q. And, then Henry Petersen did 
conduct an investigation. 

A. Yes, an investigation as a matter 
of fact, which took about 6 weeks. Pet-
ersen reported to me on September 
25. Petersen, in his very detached way 
and not in anger, ah, but in sorrow, 
said, ah, that, 'it was his professional 
judgment ah, that, ah, the charges 
first, were serious, and second, ah, 
that they could be and were going to 
be corroborated.' Ah, he went on to 
say, and also Richardson went on to 
say, that, the charges were of such 
magnitude, ah, that he would have to 
recommend,' and Richardson strongly 
said this too,- that they would have to 

recommend a prison sentence for Ag-
new . 

Ah, ah, I remember Richardson say-
ing there were 40 counts qr something 
like that, but after Sept. 25, the day 
that I met with Petersen and Richard-
son and got the Petersen report, as I 
would call it Ah, after that day, ah, I 
told them then what had been my be-
lief, • that under the circumstances, 
that I didn't think that Agnew, ah, 
could, ah, or should he tried, ah, by a 
jury over in BaltimOre; ah, that he 
should be treated, ah, as the Constitu-
tion requires a President to be treated 
when he's in office. In other words, 
that he can be tried only by the Sen- 
ate after an indictment, in effect, ;tor 
an article of impeachment had been 
approved by the House. Ah, so, under 
the circumstances, ah, I raised that 
point, and, ah, ah, when I talked to 
Agnew and I did talk to him on that 
same day, alt, September the 25th.:  
when I talked to Agnew, he strongly 
urged that I do everything possible 
and he was going to do everything . 
possible to get "his case, ah, handled ' 
on the impeachment track rather than 
before, what he called a .petit jury 
over in Baltimore where he knew he 
would, ah, aft, wouldn't get a good 
shake, or at least a fair shake. 

Ah, under the circumstances, ah, I 
got hold of Congressman Ford, Jerry 
Ford, later President Ford and later 
Vice President Ford, of course, ah, 
got ahold of him and I told hint that I 

. my views, ah, Ford said that, ah, 
`While he had sympathy for those 
views, that, ah, he didn't think that he 

. could get support in the House from 
Republicans unless we got an opinion 
from the Attorney General's Office to 
the effect that that was the law, or 
their interpretation of the Constitu-
tion.' Agnew went up to see Carl Al-
bert. Ali, and he saw . . . and Albert 
said exactly the same thing or virtu-
ally the same thing, I understand, that 
Ford told me. Aft, so I got in Robert' 

H. Bork, the solicitor general, a great 
constitutional lawyer and that was 
about three days later on the 28th of 
September, and Bork said that it was 
his con . 	opinion ... his opinion, as 

Nixon on Allende: "Well, as a matter 
of fact . . . Allende played it very 
cleverly ... he, played It as a Chilean 
would rather than as a Cuban would." 

he interpreted the Constitution, that 
since the Constitution did not specifi-
cally include the Vice President in the 
clause with regard to impeachment 
being the only recourse against a 
President, that therefore, a Vice Pres-
ident could be tried on charges by the 
regular court. 

Ah, when we got this news, ah, then 
frankly, ah, Agnew had come to the 
point, and he realized that ah, he had 
no alternative, ah, but to do every-
thing that he possibly could, ah, to 
avoid, ah, going into a court which 
would be virtually, he thought, and 
I'm inclined to believe he was right 
under the tremendous pressures that 
were developing three in the media 
and the rest . . . would be a kangaroo 
court where he'd have no chance and 
serve a prison term, ah, that he ought 
to take the steps, ah, that would, ah, 
ah, would lead to a settlement of the 
matter, ah, without a prison term ... 

Q. So ... 
A.. . . And, therefore, the resigna-

tion option, ah, became absolutely in-
disiensable. Ah, the point here was 



not that resignation would lead to no 
charges, but the point is that resigna-
tion was a step that if it were riot 
taken, would probably mean that he 
would get • a tougher rap, ah, from 
frankly, the Attorney General, who 
was playing very hardboil . . . hard 
ball, and who, to, the last, was saying 
that Agnew had to serve a . .. a . .. a 
prison term. Let me say, in that re-
spect, ah, I felt that, ah, the Attorney 
General, of course, was doing his job 
as a Iaw enforcement official .. • 

Q. When you met on Oct. 9, ah, the 
farewell meeting; did he still maintain 
his total innocence? 

A. Yes, ah, from .. . there was not a 
time during the course of this whole 
period that I met with Agnew, ah, 
that he did not maintain that he was 
innocent. Now, we have to understand 
what he was talking about. Ah, what 
he was talking about was being inno-
cent of bribery. Ah, he said that, ah, 
that for years contractors, who did 
business with the state of Maryland, 
all, contributed to, ah, expenses that 
the governor, or the county official,, or 
what have you, might have. Ala, and, 
ah, that, ah, that was common- prac-
tice. He said that as far as funds were 
concerned, ah, he never indicated to 
me that he had accepted funds while' 
he was in the White House . . . 

Q. And, you ... as you heard his ... 
his version, em, and, Henry Peterson's 
version, which did you lean to? 

A. I was very pragmatic. Ali, in my 
view; it didn't really make any differ-
ence. There wasn't any question after 
hearing Petersen and his version, that 
he was frankly, going to get it. Ah, so 
under the circumstances, it became an 
irrelevant point. Ali, I'm not going to 
sit here and judge Spiro Agnew. Ah, I 
know that he feels he didn't get 
enough support from the White 
House. All, I know that he feels that 
some people were undercutting him. 
Ah, I know that he has bitter feelings, 
ah, certainly about me in this respect. 
All that I can say is that it was a no-
win proposition. I felt that in his 
heart he was a decent man. He was an 
honest man. He was a courageous 
man. Ah, he made mistakes; I made 
mistakes. Perhaps in the conduct of 
our dealings with, ah, ah, the press 
and some political leaders and the 
rest, and so forth, but, I do not think 
for one minute that, that Spiro Ag-
new, for example, ah, consciously, ah, 
felt 'that he was, ah, ah, violating the 
law, and basically, that he was being 
bribed to do something which was  

wrong, by .. because of it payment. I 
think that he felt that he was just 
part of a system that had been going 
on for years, ah, and, that it was ac-
cepted in the state that people who 
did business with the state would help 
the governor out with expenses that 
he might have that he couldn't take 
care out of his own salary. 

Q. When you say that he has bitter 
feelings toward the White House and 
toward you, in retrospect, and so on, 
ah, which I'd heard too, does that 
mean . . does that ..mean really, 
there's been no contact with you since 
he left office? 

A. No, alt, ah, we have not had any 
contact. Ah, I would understand that. 
I would be, of course, ah, the first to 
have contact with any individual who 
had been in my administration. But, I 
can well understand, putting myself 
in his place, all, that, ah, he feels that, 
ah, he's, ah ... that things could have 

"been worked out differently ... 
. . . I also believe there has been a 

double standard and as far as Spiro 
Agnew is concerned, ah, I would say 
that, ah. because he was conservative; 
ah, because he was one who took on 
the press; he got a lot rougher treat-
ment than would have been the case 
had he been one of the liberal's faIor-
ite pin-up boys . . . 

Ah, when I say, "the liberal's pin-up 
boys" you know exactly the ones I 
mean. Those that go down the liberal 
line and who can see all of the wick-
edness among the conservatives and 
when it's on their side, well, "Ha, ha, 
ha, isn't that just fun and games?" 

c+s 
Q. There's one question that a great 

many peole have asked me about Mrs. 
Nixon's recovery. How is Mrs. Nixon, 
in-fact? 

A. Mrs. Nixon is coming along re-
markabry well. Ah, she's been through 
a very difficult time, but, ah, she's ah, 
she has, ah, a strong character. She's 
very strong, . . . ah, will, determina-
tion. All, never give.  up, when you 
have a stroke. And, so, while she is 
not completely over it, fortunately, 
she has . 	and this will please all of 
our audience who remember her, ah, 
all of the paralysis is gone from her 
face. 

Ah, and all of it from her left leg, 
she still has some in her left arm, and -
the doctors think that within a few 
months, that-will be gone. So, she will 
have a complete recovery. Ah, but It 
hasn't -been easy, and it particularly, 
let me say, I've Mentioned the stories 
that have been written, ah, and some 
written by some book authors, and so 
forth, ah, which reflected even on her 
on occasion, and What her alleged 
weaknesses were. -Ah, they haven't 
helped,' and, ah,.as• far as my attitude 
toward the press is concerned, I re- 

spect some, .but for those who write 
history as fiction on third-hand knowl-
edge, I have nothing but utter con-
tempt. And, I will never forgive them. 
Never. 

Q. What won't you forgive them 
for? 

A. For not doing what John Os-
borne, who say . . . that one of their 
books, the one I'm referring to which 
you, of course, have also used in some 
of the questions that you've asked, 
said was the worst book of its kind 
that he had seen in all of his years of 
reporting. Ah, understand, not for be-
ing against me. I mean, after all, be-
ing against me, that's . . . that's poli-
tics. 

Even . . . even when you get . . . 
win an election, as we did 61 to 38, 
that means that there're 40 million 
People that are against. . . . Right? 
And, as far as these people are con-
cerned, both are liberals; both work 
for- a liberal publication; the only way 
either one's going to go up is through 
pandering to that liberal viewpoint, 
whatever their views might be other-
wise. That I understand, and I would 
respect But, when it comes to fiction-
alizing fact and doing it in a vicious 
way,t hat I will not forget and I con-
sider it to be contemptible journalism. 

Q. Did you ever read the Final Days, 
in fact, as a book? 

A. What? 	 • 
Q. Did you ever read the book? 
A. Much too busy to do that. Ah,- I 

. . . but, I read, ah, the . . . all of the 
takeouts, ah, which is, ah, . . . were 
enough. And, I know all the facts. 

Q. I can . . . no, the point is, that I 
can understand, ah, your not wanting 

.to give them the joy of saying. . . . 
A. Let me say this;. . . 
Q. . . . You've read the book, but 
• • 
A. No, no.. . . 
Q. . . . Privately . . . Privately, if I 

was you, in human terms, I couldn't 
have resisted reading it. 

A. No, but I . . . but, you see . . . it 
isn't that . . . Oh, I have no problem 
in reading things that are negative 
about myself. Ali, I do it becatise I 
need to know, all, all I say pis, Mrs. 
Nixon read it, and her stroke came 
three days later. I didn't want her to 
read it because I knew the kind of 
trash it was and the kind of trash they 
are, but nevertheless, . . . this doesn't 
indicate that that caused the- stroke, 
because the doctors don't know what 
caused the •stroke, but it sure didn't 
help. And, all that I can say is that I 
do know this: I have talked to scores 



of people that have been quoted in 
the book; I have had letters from over 
a hundred denying various things that 
were attributed to them in the, book; 
but, more than that, for them - to . . . 
as I say, take me on is one thing but, 
for them to take her on, in my view, 
that's below the belt . . 

Q. Reading the account of the last 
days, it seems almost as though your 
most emotional moment was ... -was, 
in fact, on the Wednesday evening in 
that heart-to-heart that you had with 
Henry Kissinger. 
- A. Yes. 

Was that . . . was that perhaps 
the emotional 

A. Yes. It was, ah, perhaps as an 
emotional moment as I have had. 
Henry had to come in' for two reasons. 
One, I'd already, diScussed with him 
on Tuesday, the day before. I'd let 
him in a little in advance on the possi-
bility, I didn't tell him the plan, but 
the possibility of resigning and that 
he should prepare a,  contingency plan 
and wires to all foreign heads of state, 

and so forth and so on, and, 	which 
he had done, but, to do it on a totally 
confidential, need-to-know basis only. 
And, so he came over and we began to 
reminisce and we reminisced about all 
the great decisions we'd participated' 

Henry, at that time, and I too,-  be, 
came very emotional. He said, "Went., 
Mr. President, I just -(want) you to 
know," he said, "It is a crime that yow 
are leaving office. It's a disservice to 
the peace in the world which you 
helped to build and history is going to 
record that you were a great Presi-
dent." I said, "Henry, that depends on.'  
who writes the history." And then, . 
but, that was irrelevant. And, then he 
said, "I just want you to know that if 
they harass you after you leave office, 
I am going to resign, and I'm going to 
tell the reason why." And his voice 
broke and I said, "Henry, you're not 

' going to resign. Don't ever talk that 
way again." I 'said, "The 'country, 
needs you. Jerry Ford needs you and 
you have got to stay and continue the 
work that we have begun, because if-
we don't have continuity; everything,- 
that we have done could be lost," And 
then, Henry . said, "Well, that's the 
way I-feel about it." And at that time, 
I just can't stand to see somebody elie 
with tears in their eyes, crying. And, I. 
started to cry. And here we were, two 
grown men who'd been through moun-
taintop experiences and great crises 
and so forth. We were crying.: 

Not Not in a, not, you know, sobbing, 
but it was an emotional moment be-
cause we knew it was the end of a 
long relationship, and the beginning 
of something new; we're going .down 
roads in which we did not know what 
the end would be. When that was over; 
I said, "Well, Henry, let us under–. 
stand, you're going to stay on. Never -  

talk about that resigning again." And, 
I put my arm around him and said, 
"You've got to go home now. Go back.'  
Go over to the office. and I've got to 
work on this speech." And, then on 
impluse, I said, "You know, ah, let me 
tell you something that I've never told 
anybody before. About something I've 
done. There . . . we were in the Lin-
coln Sitting Room, I said, "When I've 
had these really tough decisions I've 
come into this room and I've . . . for 
the purpose of praying." I said, "Now, 
Henry,-  I know you and I are both 
alike in one way. We don't wear our 
religion' on ,Our sleeve. I'm a Quaker 
and You're a Je*.and neither of us is 
very orthodox, hut!, think both of us 
probably have-a-deeper, religious sen-
sitivity.than some of those that are 
are so leudly proMaiining it all the 
time." I,  said, "If, you...don't mind, 
could we just have a moment of silent 
prayer?" 

So we knelt down an front of that 
table-; Where ..Lincoln had signed the 
Lincoln: . the 'Llitancipation Pro-
clamation; where I used to pray. And, 
then we got up. We were only there 

- a minute. And, I . . . 
Q. Did either of you speak? 
A. . . . Started to the door. 
Q. Did either of you speak? 
A. No. Not a word. That's not the 

Quaker fashion. 
Q. No, it isn't. There was one report 

that afterwards you called him and 
said, "Henry, please don't ever tell 
anyone that I cried and that I was not 
strong." • Did you do that? • 

A. Yeah, I did call him. Alt, I, ah,•
. . . I felt, you knoW, and probably I 
may have been wrong about this in  

terms of my appraisal, but I thought 
Henry might have been a bit embar-
rassed about, you know, kneeling 
down and praying and, ah and frank-
ly, I was a Sit embarrassed, ah, about 
having even asked him to do so. And, 
ah, ah, and of course, I don't like to 
show my emotions. 

And, ah, he doesn't like to show his 
either. Ah, and under the circum-
stances, I just by impulse picked up 
the phone and I said, "Henry, if you 
don't mind, why don't. we just keep 
that incident to ourselves" 	- 

Q. And, can yott 'remember what 
your feelings were as that helicopter•
took off from Washington? What. were 
you thinking? 

A. The thoughts that ran through 
my mind were . . . 	mixed My 
first feelings, I mean, I have to admit, 
I was just tired . . . terribly': tired, 
mentally, emotionally, physically. I'd 
had only four hours of sleep the night 
before; in fact, somebody's figured 
out I think over the four nights prior 
to the resignation, I had a total of, ah, 
about 18 hours of sleep, which is 
about 41/2 hours a night. There had 
been very great emotional strain with 
the family; with the staff; ah; prepar-
ing the speech; meeting with the 
leaders; and, just the strain of think-
ing about what I was doing; what it 
meant to the country; ah, *hat it 
meant to our friends; what it meant 
to the world; what it meant to the 
American political - system; what it 
meant to the family, and; what it , 
meant to 	 :e 

I admit, I thought' of what it meant 
to me too. 

I 
 Ah, all of these things in-

terreact. had just given' Julie the 
thumbs up and speakineto one in par-
ticular, but only to herself, I heard 
Pat, Mrs. Nixon say,-rIt's 'So sad. It's 
so sad." 

Q. Were there any discUssions on 
the subject of pardon, In fact, between 
you or your representatives and Vice 
President' Ford and his representa-
tives before . . . before you left 
office? 

A. Absolutely not. No. No. President 
Ford has answered that question un-
der oath, and, ah, I consider that, ah, 
I'm responding here, in effedt, under 
oath. There were no such discussions. 

Q. In fact, em, when . . . When they 
first said that they were going to 
grant the pardon, were there any con-
ditions attached to it, in fact? 

A. Conditions? 
Q. Yes, I mean things that you had 

to say in, your statement, or — 
A. No. No. No, not at all. The, ah -- 

the White House lawyers, Mr. Buchen, 
alt, got a hold of Jack Miller, ah, who 
was my attorney; informed them of it; 
and Miller flew out to California and 
talked to me about it. Ah, it was a ter-
ribly difficult decision for me. Ah, al-
most as difficult as resigning. Because 

See TEXT, A13, CoI. 3 
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o G
row
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en C
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E
X

T
, F

rom
 A

l2 
I th

ou
gh

t it com
p

ou
n

d
ed

 th
e w

h
ole 

situ
ation

, an
d

, ah
, ah

, b
ecau

se w
h

en
 

you receive a.pardon, you have to sign 
a p

iece of p
ap

er th
at sa

ys, "
I accep

t 
the pardon." A

nd, ah, I said to M
iller, 

I said
, "

L
ook

, if I accep
t th

e p
ard

on
, 

F
m

 In
 . . in

 effect a
d

m
ittin

g
 g

u
ilt _

 
th

a
t, a

h
, I, a

h
, ev

a
d

ed
 m

y
 in

co
m

e 
taxes, th

at I raised
 th

e p
rice of m

ilk
 

because of contributors from
 the m

ilk 
producers; 	

that 	
I. 	

sold 
am

bassadorships; ah, that I took cam
-

paign contributions and put a m
illion 

d
ollars in

to m
y h

om
es; ah

, th
at I en

-
gaged

 in
 th

e illegal activities in
clu

d
-

in
g everyth

in
g from

 • ob
stru

ction
 of 

ju
stice to ab

u
se of agen

cies, to w
ire-

tap
p

in
g, et cetera, et cetera, et cet-

era." I said, "W
hatever the case m

ay 

b
e, an

d
 I realize it's a tou

gh
 case."

 I 
said, "A

 signing of this pardon . . . ac-
ceptance of this pardon is going to be 
in

terp
reted

 as a con
fession

 of gu
ilt."

 
W

ell, M
iller's an

sw
er, as a good

 law
-

yer, I gu
ess h

e is, w
as th

at, h
e said

, . 
"F

irst," he said, "a pardon isn't neces- 
sarily an adm

ission of guilt." 	
• 

O
f course, that's legalistic, ah; petti-

 • 
foggin

g. A
h

, it isn
't of cou

rse.. S
om

e-
tim

es, p
eop

le are p
ard

on
ed

 b
ecau

se 
th

ere's a q
u

estion
 ab

ou
t gu

ilt, b
u

t m
y . 

p
oin

t w
as: It d

id
n

't m
ak

e an
y d

iffer-
e
n

c
e
 . . . a

s
 I

 to
ld

 M
ille

r
, I

 
said, "I'd just as soon go through the 
agon

y of a trial an
d

, ah
, so th

at w
e 

can
 scrap

e aw
ay, ah

, at least all th
e 

false charges, and fight it out on those 
in

 w
h

ich
 th

ere m
ay .b

e a d
ou

b
t, an

d
, 

ah, then, I'll take w
hatever the conse- 

q
u

en
ces are"

 . . . ' 	
• 	

, 
W

eil, again
, th

e p
oin

t is: th
at, ah

, 
fair trial or n

o fair trial, h
ere I sat. I

•
sat for an hour In the chair by m

yself; 
I asked M

iller to leave the room
;' and, 

a
h

, h
e
r
e
 in

 m
y

 o
ffic

e
 in

 S
a

n
 

C
lem

en
te; an

d
, I called

 h
im

 b
ack

 in
 

an
d

 I said
, "

W
ell, I • . I w

ill sign
 it."

 -
I said, "rm

 not sure that it's the right 
thing to do because the process has to. 
go forw

ard. %
 . 2' 

Q
. A

nd, did "Y
ou, in a • sense, 

feel 
th

a
t resig

n
a
tio

n
 w

a
s w

o
rse th

a
n

 
death? 	

' 
A

. In
 som

e w
ays. A

h
, I d

id
n

't feel it 
in term

s that, ah, ah, the popular m
y-

th
o

lo
g

ists, a
h

, a
b

o
u

t th
is era

, a
h

, 
w

rite, that, ah, W
ell, resignation is so 

terrib
le th

at I b
etter go ou

t an
d

 fall 
on

 a sw
ord

, or, ah
, tak

e a gu
n

 .and 
sh

oot m
yself, or th

is or th
at or th

e 
other ,thing. . 

I w
asn

't ab
ou

t to d
o th

at: I n
ever'.  

. think in those term
s:' suicidal term

s, • 
death w

ish and all that...T
hat's all just 

. just bunk. B
ut-, on the other. hand, • 

ah, I feel m
yself, ah, that life w

ithout : 
p

u
rp

ose, ah
, I feel th

at life in
 w

h
ich

 
an individual has-  to

 . 	
forced

 to 
go against •his „intuitions: about w

hat-
he thinks he ought to- do, .ah, that life 

.then becom
es alm

ostunbearable_A
nd, 

so resignation m
eant life w

ithO
ut pur- • 

p
ose as far as I w

as con
cern

ed
. 

n
oth

in
g m

ore to. con
trib

u
te - to th

e 
cau

ses I so 'd
eep

ly b
elieved

 in
 A

n
d

, 
ah

, also; I felt th
at, ah

, ah
, resign

a-
tion; ah; m

eant that I w
ould-b

et  ah
, in

 . 
. a position of, ah, of not ba.ving really , 
- anything to live for, all; and related to 
th

e fact th
at it is life w

ith
ou

t: 
not having •anything to live' for, that, 
ah

, ah
, it cou

ld
 b

e,..ah
, a very, very, 

ah, ah,. shattering experience, w
hich it 

has been. A
nd, it, ,to a certain extent, 

still is I inean,;. Y
bn . see; people, 

tfie,•average person, and I underStand • 
this, I'm

:: .- I do not consider M
yself- .  

to be oth
er th

an
 an

. average p
erson

,, 
an

d
,n

on
e of u

s. should .really. W
.ea

ll: 
think w

e're a little-  • sm
arter than W

e  
are; but you feel that;-"W

ell,gee isn't ; 
it just great to . . . ..• .-• 	

, . 	
- 

"
. . . , Y

ou
 k

n
ew

, 'to h
ave-  enough: 

m
on

ey to afford
 to live in

 a very.n
ice • 

. house and to be able to • play golf and 
to have, ah,• nice parties, and to W

ear 
. good clothes,•.and shoes, and - suits, -et - 

cetera, et cetera,. et cetera, or travel if 
you w

ant. to." A
nd, 'A

be answ
er is:. if 

. . you don't haV
e. those, things; then th

ey 
can

 m
ean

 a great d
eal -  to you

. W
h

en
 

- Y
ou

 d
o h

ave th
em

, th
ey m

ean
 noth-

in
g to you. T

o m
e, the unhappiest peo-

p
le ' of th

e •w
orld

vare th
ose in

 th
e 

w
aterin

g p
laces, • t h

 e in
tern

atien
 

• w
aterin

g p
laces lik

e,' ah
, th

e, S
cl ' 

coast of 'F
ran

ce, an
d

 N
ew

p
ort 

r. 
P

alm
 S

p
rin

gs an
d

 P
alm

 B
each

; goi • 
to p

arties every n
igh

t; P
layin

g gr 
every aftern

oon
, th

en
 ,b

rid
ge; d

r:• ' 
ing too m

uch; talking too m
uch; th!.-1-• 

in
g
 to

o
 little; retired

; n
o

-  p
u

rp
er . 

' A
n

d
, so, w

h
ile k

n
ow

 th
ere are th

— 
 

w
h

o totally w
ou

ld
 d

isagree w
ith

 11 • 
an

d
 say, "

G
ee, b

oy, if I cou
ld

 ju
S

t 
a m

illion
aire, th

at w
ou

ld
 b

e th
e m

e 
w

on
d

erfu
l th

in
g. If I cou

ld
 ju

st"
 

h
ave to w

ork
 every d

ay.' If I cot ,- 
just be out fishing or hunting or p

ir -
in

g golf or travelin
g; th

at w
ou

ld
 

• the m
ost w

onderful life in the w
orld 

- T
h

ey d
on

't k
n

ow
 life, b

ecau
se w

h
r: 

m
a

k
es .life m

ea
n

 so
m

eth
in

g
 

p
u

rp
o
se; a

 g
o
a
l; th

e b
a
ttle; th

..' 
stru

ggle; even
 if you

 d
on

't w
in

 it. - 
I k

n
ow

 a.lot of p
eop

le, an
d

 I can
 i-

d
erstan

d
 it, say, "

G
ee, w

h
iz, it jin

• -
Isn't fair,, you know

, for an individut 
to, ah, be; a get off w

ith
 a pardon sim

-
p

ly b
ecau

se h
e h

ap
p

en
s to h

ave b
een

 
P

resident, and • w
hen.. another invid '- 

d
u

al goes to, trial an
d

 m
ayb

e h
as ie 

serve a prison • sentence. for it." I cz1 
u

n
d

erstan
d

 h
ow

 th
ey feel. A

h
, I can

 
only say,' that, 'ah,.no one in the w

orld. 
and no one in ou r history could know

 
h

ow
 I ,felt N

a. on
e can

 k
n

ow
 h

ow
. it • 

feels. to resign • the presidency of th" 
U

n
ited

 S
tates. Is • th

at p
u

n
ish

m
en

t ' 
en

ou
gh

? • O
h

, • p
rob

ab
ly n

ot. 'B
u

t, 
w

h
eth

er it , is or isn
't, ah

, as I have 
said

 earlier in
 ou

r in
terview

, w
e h

ave 
to•live w

ith, ah, not only -the past, but 
for the future, 'and, ah, -I don't know

 
w

h
at th

e future brings,,bU
t w

hatever 
it brings,.I'll still be fighting. 


