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The Watergate Special Prosecution 
Force is going out of business this 
week and Charles Ruff, the fourth 
and final Watergate prosecutor, says 
that he is tired, drained and frankly 
sick of it all. 

After 20 months as the part-time, 
caretaker prosecutor, Ruff said, "I'm 
going to try and get these damn boxes 
packed as fast as I can and get the 
hell out of here . . . I am, for the rec-
ord, sick of it. I look forward to leav-
ing this office." 

If Watergate was a sickness, then 
investigating Watergate—at least for 
too long—is itself a kind of sickness, 
according to Ruff. 	 • 

Ruff appears strung out. "You work 
so damned hard at detaching yourself 
from emotional reactions," he said, 
"you can't do anything but come away 
alniost artificially detached from the 
real• world." 

And if anyone will believe it, he says 
that there are no big secrets left to be 

uncovered. Should all the files and 
tapes be made public, people would be 
"titillated but not stunned," he said in 
a 11/2-hour interview two weeks ago 
which was embargoed for use today 
just before his office shuts its doors 
permanently. 

Ruff says that he is pretty sure 
there is nothing monumental left and 
continuing to look under rocks and 
through former President Nixon's 
tapes will have no meaning to society 
or goveinment. 

Sure, Ruff said, there are a bundle 
of unanswered questions—but not any 
that would make a difference to his-
tory. 

He said, however, he thought large 
parts of the tapes could be made pub-
lic without violating the privacy of 
Nixon or others. 

"I think everybody walked out of• 
this office, some more, some less, with 
that incredible feeling of frustration 
that there were some things out there 
that if we only had the right person 
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With the right document then we would 
know something else," he said. 

The biggest such frustration, he 
said, was the long investigation into 
the $100,000 cash gift billionaire How-
ard Hughes made to Nixon friend 
Charles G. (Bebe) Rebozo. It resulted 
in no prosecution and lots of lawyers, 
Ruff said, "left here shaking their 
heads and with really deep concerns" 
over the case. 

Nonetheless be said emphatically: 
"We ought to get on to other things." 
Ruff, 37, is taking a job in the Carter 
aslministration as deputy inspector 
'general In the ,Department of Health, 

nation and Welfare. 
"t Ruff has held his post- on a= part-
Zme basis while also maintaining his 
:Position as an associate professor at 
Georgetown Law Center. He is the 
east known of the four men who have 

'held the post of Watergate special 
'Prosecutor. The others were Archi-
'bald Cox, Leon Jaworski and Henry 
.Muth, whom Ruff succeeded in Octo- 
•(1:1er, 1975. 

Ruff has been confined to a wheel-
chair since an illness crippled his legs 
In 1964. In the 14 years since he grad-
uated from Law School (Columbia, 
12th in a class of 235), his career has 
Intermittently been that of law profes-
lor and Justice Department prosecu-
4or. 

He is breaking some of the most sa- .  

fired Washington bureaucratic rules—
he is glad to eliminate his job and tell 
people it is not needed. He also is re-
turning a portion of his office's $2 mil-
lion budget for fiscal year 1976. 
1 Ruff is also breaking some Water-4 
gate traditions. He promises not to 
;write a book and the 74-page report 
he issued with his departure adds no 
pew revelations or even interesting 
tidbits to the record. • 	, 

Because the Watergate' scandal had 
such dramatic impact and because of 
the lingering questions in some peo-
ple's minds, Ruff said that he has a 

ightmare that in 15 or 20 years there 
Might be another congressional inves-
tigation of Watergate. 
'. Depending on what happens in the 
Text two decades and what political 
party is in power, Ruff said it may all 
.Took different to future congressional 
'investigators: 
s, "If they ever get into our files they 

till go in and perhaps say, 'God, 
here's this piece of paper and they 

'Didn't do anything with it,', or that 
Vhis reveals to us the ultimate secret 
'Of what was going on.' " 

Ruff continued: "This•• office came 
into being with people writing stories 
about what a marvelous bunch of law-
ters." The press has perhaps, he said, 
given the office "unduly favorable re-
iiews," and in the years to come there 
may likely develop another view. 
. "'I suspect that we'll come off better 
than the Warren Commission that in-
vestigated the Kennedy assassina-
tion," Ruff said, "and I suspect we'll 
acme off better than the FBI and 
c IA in the (Martin Luther) King as-
sassination case, but there are judg-
?pent calls that were made that people 
can legitimately question," 
• Ruff said that there is nothing he 
has done to protect himself from a 
inore hostile view of the work of his 
affice. 
; If called to testify some day at such 
an 'inquiry, Ruff said he knows just 
Oat to do. "I'd say, 'Gee, I just don't 
remember what happened back then, 
and they' won't be able to indict me 
for perjury and that, maybe, that's the 
principal thing that I've learned in 
tour years .. . I just intend to rely on 
that failure of memory." 

Ruff said that he is adamantly op- 

tposed to a permanent special prosecu-
or, maintaining that the potential 
abuse by such an office is greater 
ilian its need. 

In fact, Ruff went so far as to say 

tat the Justice Department should in 
e future be able to investigate im-

krtially even the President's closest 
ides and friends. 

4 A special prosecutor would only be 
Deeded in the extreme case where the 
President or the Attorney General 
*ere the subjects of a criminal inves-
tigation, according to Ruff. 
ti '` This conclusion, he said is based not 
en any particular confidence in the in-
tegrity of the new Carter administra: 
tion but his conviction that the Nixon 
4dministration and Watergate were 
aberrations and will not recur in his 
!lifetime. 
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Ruff made these additional points: 
• The existence of the special prose-

cutor's office has hurt "morale, the 
public image and the objective compe-
tency" of the Justice Department, 
which "for- the last four years has had 
this sort of strange appendage tacked 
on to it that's done all the really hot 
and sexy work." Accordingly, the de-
partment can return to its position as 
the pre-eminent law enforcement 
agency only when the special prosecu-
tor's office is closed. 

• is office "barely scratched the 
surface on" the alleged "sale" of am-
bassadorships to political campaign 
donors. "Aren't our foreign relations 
more important than that?" 

• He does not view as "a great achieve-
rational version in the testimony" 'on 
the original motivations for the 
Watergate burglary: to obtain politi-
cal intelligence on,  the Democrats. 
"Even if that's not the real reason . 
I don't really care what the ultimate 
answer is, because I don't think it's 
going to make any difference." 

He does not view the downfall of 
Richard M. Nixon as "a great achieve- 
ment (for this office) 	view it as a 
tragedy. But the system worked and 
that is encouraging, not the fact that 

. Richard Nixon is no longer Presi-
dent." 

• On the prison sentences some of 
the Watergate figures received: "If a 
prosecutor sees the incarceration of a 
human being as a great achievement 
then he's just not doing his job. He's 
got to say, 'Was it done according to 
the rules?' and Was some semblance 
of justice done?' " 

• Leon Jaworski, the second Water-
gate spcial prosecutor, should not 
have used certain confidential mate-
rial in his best-seller book, "The Right 
and, the Power." "I think there were 
things reprinted in Leon's book that 

..were not otherwise available in a pub-
lic forum, and would not have been 
disclosed by this office under any 
other circumstances, and I think they 
should not have been in his book . ." 

• He had a high opinion of two 
other books written by former. Water-
gate prosecution staffers. Ruff said the 
Richard Benveniste and George 
Frampton's book, "Stonewall," 
"provides the best lawyer's insight  

into what was going on," and James 
Doyle's book, "Not Above the Law," 
"provides-  the most human insight into 
what was going on at this time." 

• He felt under pressure during last 
year's investigation into: allegations 
that President Fol-d had improperly 
diverted maritime union campaign 
contributions for his personal use. 
Ruff issued a statement clearing Ford 
before the presidential election. He 
said his investigation might have gohe 
on a few more weeks if it had not sur-
faced during the election campaign. 
There was, he said, "that incredible 
emotional tug which says Jesus Christ 
let,me get out of here before we're on 
election day." On the other hand, Ruff 
said, `‘One thing I sure didn't want to 
have happen was to-  wake up the 
morning after I closed the investiga-
tion to have somebddy writing a story 
saying, hey, I just discovered over 
here• this magnificent piece of infor-
mation." 

The request to investigate the Ford 
allegation, Ruff said, "represents one 
prime reason why we should not have 
a special Prosecutor floating around 
on a permanent basis, . . . we *Jere a 
tempting repository for that, kind of 
problem." And, he said, the Justice 
Department is going to have to learn 
to deal with such "ultimate tough-
problems" on its own. 

• Nixon could have received a fair 
trial if he had been indicted and not 
pardoned, Ruff said. Nixon could have 
avoided resigning, he added, "if he 
could have brought himself to the 
point of public embarrassment in-
volved in a straightforward explana-
tion even as late as 1974, if he had 
given a sort of mea culpa kind of 
speech, even then he could have saved 
himself." 


