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ixon "Adam
ant .on Break-In, Tape Shows 

President Told Aides to `U
se Any M

eans' to O
btain Brookings Files on Vietnam

 W
ar 

T
he m

orning after he ordered a break-in at the 
B

rookings Institution to. seize the think tank's files 
on the V

ietnam
 W

ar, President R
ichard M

. N
ixon 

w
as still adam

ant about it and frustrated by 'w
hat 

appeared to be resistance from
 "high-m

inded" law
- 

,: yers. 	
,.• 

"W
e're' up.  against an enem

y, a conspiracy, that 
. are using any m

eans," N
ixon said on July .1,-1971, '• 

at an O
ral O

ffice m
eeting w

ith W
hite H

ouse C
hief 

of Staff.H
.R

.. H
aldem

an and national security advis-
er H

enry A
. K

issinger. "W
e are going to use any 

M
eans," the president said in a steely tone, hitting 

the desk seven tim
es, once for each w

ord. "Is that 
dear? D

id theyget the B
rookings Institute. raided 

- last night? G
et it done! I. w

ant. it done! I w
ant the 

B
rookings safe cleared out? - 	

-
 , •

 
N

ixon's anger—
and exasperation—

w
ere evi-

dent from
. the outset that m

orning. T
he evening 

• before, another tape. released this w
eek by the N

a- 
. tional A

rchives reveals the president ordered the 
burglary at B

rookings as part of a counterattack 
against critics of the w

ar, especially those w
ho m

ay 
.have been involved in leaking the Pentagon Papers. 
K

issinger, the only participant at the July . 1 session 
• still alive; said T

hursday he doubted he 
	in the 

room
June 30 w

hen the.burglary first cam
e up. Put 

his presence the next m
orning w

as affirm
ed not on-

. ly by the logs, but by rem
arkS K

issinger m
ade later 

on, urging dism
issal of a suspected leaker: "H

e 
there if the logs say he w

as there," a •K
issinger as .; 

sistant Jerry B
rem

er said yesterday. "B
ut he has no 

m
em

ory. of: this discussion at all: T
hese m

eetings 
- covered m

uch broader issues." 	
• 

T
he July 1 m

eeting lasted 67 m
inutes but, rinder 

rules w
orked out in lengthy. legal w

rangling w
ith 

the president'S law
yers and m

ore recently his es-  

tate, only the portions dealing w
ith "abuse of pow

-
.. er," - totaling som

e 201 hours during the N
ixon 

presidency, are being m
ade public now

. 
N

ixon's W
hite H

ouse w
as concerned that B

rook-
ings w

as planning a classified study on the-V
ietnain 

W
ar sim

ilar_ to the Pentagon: Papers that had beet 
. leaked to the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es and , W
ashingtorI

Post,. In fact, no such study:at B
rookings w

as •tm
-

:...A
erw

ay, and B
rookings officials say no binglarY

ew
.  

er occurred. 	
• 	

• 	
• • 

B
ut on June 30, in the w

ake of a Suprem
e C

ourt 
ruling perm

itting continued publication of the Pen-
tagon Papers, N

ixon - told H
aldem

an to "rifle the 
files" at B

rookings, "bring them
 out? H

e even set 
the tim

e of night. "G
o in at 8 or 9 o'clock? W

hen.  
his ordersw

ere not follow
ed, an obviously unhappy 

N
ixon; said the next m

orning that he needed "a 
tough laW

yer." T
he president said he' w

as tired O
f 

those alw
ays asking, is it technically correct?" 

"I m
ean I can't have a high-m

inded law
yer like 

* [W
hite H

ouse dom
estic assistant] John E

hrlichm
an 

or, you know
, [W

hite H
ouse counsel John] D

ean or 
som

ebody like that," N
ixon said. I w

ant som
ebody 

that's just as tough as I am
, for a change. Just as 

tou
gh

 as I w
as, w

ou
ld

 say, in
 th

e H
iss case. 

;W
here w

e w
on the case in the press." A

lger H
iss, a 

form
er State D

epartm
ent official convicted of per-

jury in 1950 for lying to a grand jury about com
m

u-
nist espionage, died last w

eek at 92. In the tape, 
N

ixon recalled how
 Justice D

epartm
ent efficials 

had w
anted "to clear H

issr,and how
-  he outfoxed 

them
 .by refusing to 'produce evidence he had com

-
piled as a congresSm

an.: 
'`"I played-the 	

like a m
aster," N

ixon said. "I 
_ leaked.  out the [Pum

pkin] papers. :I leaked out ev, 
erything I could.. I 'had H

iSs convicted before he 
ever got to the grand jury. A

nd w
hen the grand ju-

ry, got there, the Justice D
epartm

ent, _trying des- 
: perately to clear him

, couldn't do it." - 	
• 

N
ixon said he w

ould handle the Pentagon Papers 
controversy the sam

e w
ay. "W

e're going to. leak 
bitsand,pieces? he said. "A

ll evidence w
e find w

ith 
regard to the conspiracy is going to be leaked, to 
colum

nists and the rest. A
nd w

e'll kill these sons of 
bitches? 

Staff researcher B
arbara J. Saffir contrifruted to 

this report. 
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