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I, General Robort E. Cushman, Jr., USMC, being first duly swors,
i -~

deposa aad say:

1. I was the Deputy Di rec.o.. of Central .i.nteah'feuce froma T May 1969

to 31 December 1971.
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2. I wish to state unequivocally that I had no kuowiedge belows ox
after the fact of any illegal or uncthical acts. . S
3 A‘aou» ? Jhlf 1971, Mr. Ioh‘ hrlichman of the White House calicd

e and stated that Howaxrd Huat was a bona nde employees, a consuliant on

sacurity maatters, aad that Hunt would come {0 5e6 ma and request assistance

which Mz, Ehrlichman requested that I give. I wash to explain here that ihc

L)

,Central Iatelligence Agency comes uader the authority of and woxrks {ox the

=

National Security Council which -i:-:,r of course, the Presideant himao il odvi
by such asasistants as ars m..nec. in the National Security Act of 1947, I hac

gc:\:al ‘t3n to twelve years and resp’ected Bk

known My, Ehrlichman for a

highly aa a waan of comple e homesty and doevoticn to duty. ‘Y alse kaew that

Mo . :
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he was one of the three Chiefs of Stail, as it weze, to the Preai

i Z
therefore he spoke with the authorily of the President's name, Tals was

also & time when the pational security aspects of leaks of intelligence

information were of grea‘c concern within tha Gova 1-1“.@‘.,._ Ehriichmaan had

been aamad mthm wl o Whkite ZHouse as._tho m&u,‘ln Icimrga_ of stopping secuwity

iy
.




‘these facts, I then drew the following 'conclusion, which I baiie;f@ aay
: V.

“
e

leaks and overhauling the security regulations. The Ceniral Inteliigeace

Agency is c.ﬂa:gea with safeguarding intelligence sources and methodp., Fres

A -

reasonable man would have reached, mamely, that Howard Hunt had been

hired by the White Houss to act in the security field aud that the Ceatral

Intelligence Agency was being ordered to assist him. .

4. Following this 7 July call, Mr. Huat called on me in may oifice ou

22 July 1971 and stated that he had @ very sensitive one-time interview that
the White House wanted him to hold with a perscn whose ideology he was aot

too sure of and that he dare not reveal his, Hunt's true ideatity. The White

House therefore wanted assistance from cur technical services in providing

o

.

himn with an identity which would be other than his own. He, of course, alicy

twenty years in the CILA kuew waﬁ. that we had this capability! It must be

recalled that Mr., Howard Hunt was a highly z'eapected and honc. rably retived

CIA emaployee of twenty years' service. I was not able to elicit any details

of the interview which he stated that he had to conduct and he said that on

White House oxders he was not to reveal the nature and scope of this iniar-

view nor of tha fact that he wox:ked for the White House. ie

v @,

did assure @,

L8 Hie .

howevar, that he was working to a good p "pose in the mteres..s of the

o (3
country. Upon his assurance.that this was, in his worda, a "or.e-..ima

operation -- in and out, ' I authorized the Techuical Senncea Division to
1

give him the necessary papers and disguise to eaable hima to conduct this

iaterview so ‘chat.he would not be known nor could he be recogaized iatex.

i - £ . '

To the bes. of m y raco"lac‘azon, I zoported this a f‘w ';ra dater to the

Y




Director of Ceatwal Intellig

ﬁ‘

nce, Mz, Richard Helmas, and he assented to

i

what I had done. Towazrd the laiter naxli of August 1971, it was re: crted to
- (=3 L v

‘;'ﬂa that Myr. Hunt was becoming more and more uareasonable and demanding
and was attempting to go far beyond the scope of the original insiructions
which I had given and which rolated to his statement that he had a cne-time
interview gpqrationl- to conduct. I therefore immediately stopped all relation-

ships with Mz, Hunt aad gave instructions to that effect o the Agency. I

called Mz, Ehrlichiman on that matier on 27 August 1971, and I said that we
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cannot give such assistance b ecause if maig a. poasibly be comstrued as
inveolving the Agency in improper E-Ci--.'Vlt.sEa. I then explained the coastrainis
on the Agency and finally advised Ehrlichman that the Agency would r.oi;l have
anything further to do with Hunt. I also advised him that in oy opiaion Mrx.

. 1.

Huat was of questionable judgment. He should know better than to even ask

for such support, Therefore, I ﬁaue this recommendation to Mx. Ehrlichman

fox hira ¢o do with as he deemed proper.
5. In conclusion, I wish to 8i

-

and waa done in conformity with orders from higher authority. As scon as

. f'i

{e that w..at Idid was perfectly propex

s T 3 L .< i
I found out that the individual involved, Mr, Howard Huat, was aot exercisin

propar Judgme-zt and waa oxces ing what I considerad propm‘t Isc wapourted

~

it to his superior in the W}n..e House and to Mr, Helms, 'I'}ua stopped all
urthér dealings with Mz, Hunt,

. ; g g b § ek %}/bgr agd-v’d.,/-_ﬂ_z f}"
' : o Robert E. Cushman, Jz. 7
. : i . o & .+ Geaeral, USMC

Subscnbad and awora to bafore ma this /A4 day of &Zry;, 1973.

t B E o © ‘. WNotary Public -«

il L Tl 5o w o R

Cos ' i ; ru-; cau.m“‘ s"on o:r:si:-a:t © Octobor 19'.’:.____'-.




