Desr Ja, HG Consmiracy trial testimeny 11/12/74

At leng last I have cleamed up the accumulated clippings. This dees not mean I read
ther all or that I read with care these I did read, Time did met permit and the feeling
ef deja~vu made the task intelerable.

B:fore I proceed te ether werk in the mermimyg, because 1 assume that you read these
reporis with mere care and with time after euch te censider each a bit, I ask yeur epinion
of my impressien. Reslly impressions, because this trial seems te me te be the third tine
sutgide sy ewn werk I've geme ever rehashes,

My impressien is that the tikal is largely & repeat of the Ervia cemmittee hearing,
By thiz I mean alss practically mething of significance added, The Huni testimeny fereed
his wemo to Bittwan out but that adds drama, net fact anyway.

The Ervin cemnittee added little to what these with special imtersote lesked te
the papers. There is, im fact, in the papers, in the ferm of verbatim trenseripts that
the Ervin comuitee later pliysically expunged frem its rinted recerd. Or, the pupers
prier te the hearings ceaiained inferuatien on the se-ealled Husten plan that was masked
in the facgimile ropreductien of these papers (if yeu ded nmet uske the check, it is true).
Aside from what it kopt secret im its filed, seme of what I ebtained and had stelen, the
commities made a very leng recerd of the wanew, Exceptions are such unexpecieds as Butterw
fikdd The Duvable and these execuiive sessions printed witheut hearings snd largely
ignered in.the press. The cemmittee’s main accomplishment wae dual. It presented the sorddd
tale on natiemwide TV, giving the illusiem of cenducting s real investigntien. And it
carefully centaines all of significance that was net alresdy cssentially public knewledge.

Bofere this there were the leaks. Hestly but net entirsly to the WiPost, Here I
have twe peints im particular en which I selicit your epinion(s), First, that the essence
of the fuctunl centemt of the Brvia cemmittee heurings save as neted was aiready publie
bofore the comsittee siezed the tube and the national imagimation. Amd secené that these whe
did the leakimg accewplished their ewn purpeses thereby.

These purpeses include protecting themselves, directimg ‘and limiting) the publie
attentien ana thus the "investigations" and limiting the scepe of all Inguiry,

ig of tenight the presecutien's case is met complete. 1'11 be quite surprised if
it makes a major change in this mwseary ef impressiens necessary. The defense, of ceurse,
has net put en its casss. :

ity reading has net been clese eneugh te ferm & firm epinien, but I have the impressien
that while in a censpiracy case ene weuld expect the defendants te stiek tegether because
what is adwissable aguinst ene is admigsable againat all, i1 have the impressien ithat they
are net puiling tegether, that there ie wivalty and emimeiity.

(lty own werk noted this as fact with Ehrlichman sbout the first of the year and

earlier as a wrobability wmecause of his mpnarent character and 4he fact that he inew nething
of the autematic taping and thorefere ceuld assune he had boen set up.)

As I think of majer incemgruities they are few. One that secms conspieuwsus is that -
Bebe Hobeze'd Miami lawyer, Frates, is the vigereus lawyer fer Eharlichman amé beth ge after
Nixen with seno viger, One weuld met exsect this ef Bobe's lawyer,

This 1s a brief swmmry when I'm pretty tired and haven't put it tegether but if
you have disagrovment or cemment er additien I'd welceme it, I hepe ta zet te concluding
the draft seen,

Tharks and best,



