Dear Dick, 9/8/74

The yostmark or uy latisr in answor to your questions about what would haprem
with Nixon will show thai it was malled prior to the ammounsemcmt I heard om the
radio a few minutes ago. If in detail I was mot 1007 correet {he analysis was correct
and what I forecast is wimt has hapsaned, Tho exsressions of ¥lewsz, which i: to say
Justifications, is along the lines I fadicated. _

And st after luach on a Sunday, vhonr therz is mo awvailable text, I1'l1 forecas$
with zonlideace that a cereful rumding of Pord's full %ext will Aimelose hedging
sgatusgt what hw knows the fubturs will holds He has to know - asd I say this with
eeriainty 17 without prooff of his keolus@ge ~ that Nixon cossittod nmany other crires,
This giatement will lay the basis for crusting that dlackbird pie,

If you read iy explamations +1%h omre you alse find the basim Tor beldef thet
$his had to be somm, before tha superb Ford publie-relations campaign is halted dy
the iaescepuble roalities., 0 course i did not expect it €0 be today. Dundsy is s
great day for it? mobody im offices $o be reacked for Indignant gquotatidm, Pvem God
ants il OF cowsse thers 1o scanty elcctronie regorting “urdays, too.

On that public reletions and the preparations I say wure beyomd the Ford staff
capaldlity, I have l:arned since ywitimg you trat U.5,Utecl's and Procter and Gazble'm
Washington vice presideats ‘or Ber. mea-lobbylsts in charge) were im om the plannimg
that began notim lesg than thre. nonths belomv Hixom reszigned.

Algo bafore Nixom resigned, as I recall as soon a3 he had to release the last
tapae, I made potos thot in esuente forscast what hus now hpppenzd and eatublished
ar "DLumunity” file,

It was visibice She froublc is people don't wint to ssc,

Publishers and agents, 100e

Ths Lirgt ciupter of Vhe Wndspoachmont of Richerd Hixon,datinxg io April, atates
his problem axplicitly and it mov twrms out sccurately. I3 will hav: to be comdensed
but the draft baa no etwor ard saw clszarly,

{Legel problema on the Hsy case have tabem time and delayed »xy returm %o tiat
writing. There 4= poing to be g procedent opme of what we hsve accosplishod apgainet
the greatest odds or the ri his under dipoovery in habess corpus. Bsfors the lauyers
begru to outliss their legel rospomses I have provided them with the dyafi of &
factual response in ke form of g draft of am affidvit I can exmcute and to which I
can abtech relovaat extibitue I have olso drafted the shilosmophic rether thae the
leggl approach, ths polities)l thinking I veocomsend,)

Tae years huve austed my feolings s0 1 am without strong fealings chout either
the expected develogment or the inabiiity of publishers te mest thelr responmibilities
in a soclety like ours. It ds in adjusting to the lajpter that sy thinkixy and writing
havs changed bocstuse it is alvost certain that I cam + be published,

To make tids pore couprelensible, thwie wers litersay problems with the ranuscript
I sent to Peter Shepherd despitc ¢ he liabilitiss of sending a lengthy but far from
complete drulfi. That work ie wore tham & ysar oid, The whiole world lus chawged in
that year, let there is no orroy in that draft and it holds s truly enormous voluge
of the gismiliceni thal resmedins wdaowne How suny pechle o you suppose oan write onm
& breaking story, most of all cne of this unprededented character ard scope, and after
rost of the major de¥elopments fullowed that writimg have becn completely accurate and
have writlen what after many secret and two semsationsl miblic heardags is still new,
still uakmown, unwxpowsd?

And remain uapublisheble, without even s note of spmpathetic rogret froa the agent?

In order mot 4o Yorget I followed the practise of mulding hasty drafts of vhat I
would later go over when the e¢vimts were clear in wind, offten risht after what trigpered
the thinking and sithout having time Yo outline, There were two of these i sert to
Shpsherd without even taking e to correet my typing on the asswption he sight see
in them what would later evolve that should be exciting content, When he roturned them
it was with wifavoreble comment on the content. Ome deals with the CIA cover-up and



was oxplicit im sSaying That the Xrvin commiltee was deliberately hiding the known
story of the Hughes-Nixon-Rabozs doal that it set forth im such detall only a few
other details have since beem added, And $o dnte mot all that was in thad hasty draft
has besen put fogether anyplace,

Well, the Ervin oomdttes did deliberadely susprenss (Shepherd sadd this vas
pendentious), it was obvious if wreported that it had thia intent, ant whilo it
darsd nof for the reputation of its members ignored the thing emtir: 13, it beld no
gingie public hearing and delayed holding even a secret ome wtil it had decidsd to
hold no more im public. How mmoh evidence wae there? It has published four voluwes
of ite At the mame tive it delayed issuing subpensgs until it was sl=o obvioun that
lawyers could stall mtil it was all moot,

Of this great Whhume of words all that is mown &s that “¢he used orooked campaign
soney to but Fat sows earinrs.! Probebly most peosle donB¢ lrow s,

Tods way sser like bousting but that is snot my inteat, larning was hard for me
becauss the reallify sus contrary to wy belied anly of course, to iheory. as & iook
back and try to remexber I guess wy recognition of the reality found its (irst amd
lidted (4f pessisncte) suprossion ia the Epilogue to White wash Id. 1 went a 1ittle
further in the forwword or introduction ot the next bobk,

Cm the vipcsral political nothuing fedls likea succuss. The surest way to be
wrong is asver to fail st weinz right,

And on the tost toploal of isauss, espocially the iwo sost topical om which I
have worked, the certainty is groater.

But to.deality, we are suposet Lo beliove, s what publishors wanty

Take aggpectn, what 1 ssrlier told rou would in the futize be the buaie for theses
thet conld meke books, Nixon hed an official police state zlan and there ir uo regord
it wes even killed, Heve »nu gecn o book on soscthing of thde »=noritude? There wn
what Uray ano the FBI 4id to meotect Nixon and zsme, Have you seen or heerd of an
interest dn 117 Hiton &= novw falisn, o hay beon a wveal, literadly roal arook =il
his 1iife, Hot even the ieft has the interest and the muclens 5 2 book in in vhet
Shopherd vead, HBxpansion will make it 2 book. No new seterial, only more dedsdl,

{(imve you seen a Mmooz editorial saving Cray should be sharzed for cither prejury
or the assorteant of charsed “hnt cam be laid on Me for dentroving evidence?)

So iy learaing - old dogs do lewrn - tells ne that there is nothing mbout which
publishorg care lsss than the Xiad of world im which thuy live, This certainty ena that
I do care are what dosdmutes wme and what I atioupt. And wvhat I wil. not accept.

With almost enyone today's news wonld hasten him beck to The Unimpeschmeni, But
i have to live »ith realities, ao I will now go out and hope to start a mowasr that
is three different junked ones pub together and mow becsnse it hos to be dome and I
canﬁt think of Mirirg g boy vith s meall $vwotor $o 4o i%. Iod evon 3 boy will do by

hend what 1 still do,

1% iz &1l so crazy!

Byen the surrant Nuber 1 Bent Selier 4s ~n Maxpoge” thot wor poasible only
because of & dead %o cover the CIA., This, naturally, will meke sxponure of it in
The Unimnoachment an even greatar handiosp.

Doars this not also mean that dishonesty is a prevequisite fo fiuawcial succeas?

Sincercly,



