5/29/74

Dear Dick,

Aftor you phoned yesterday my copies of the official printing of the Hixon trans-
cripss came, The are faesimile reproductions of the typescripis, on governmente-size
vaper, 8x101/2, with a full page running 9" frou the numbering at the top to the bot=
tom of the last typed line. Un a spot check, the widest of the typing is 6 1/2%,

ica type zi=ze.

This ic to give you an idea for reduction and reproduction.

We talked about o 6x9 page originally. I thiik the slight reduction, if 1/2" is
allowed on both sides, which may seem tight but is not in the Tunderground" format,
will not make it too hard to read. (liost lines runs much shorter and there is considers
able space botween the initial representing the speaker and the words allegedly spoken.)
It would be 6 1/2 reduced to 5. The double-spuce males for ecasier resding if wested paper
in a booke

Of eourse, the bonk can be on larger stock if thuat is not unsconomic,

Howard is a very solid and dopendable younz man. e also is exceedingly shsrp, has
a better knowladge of the material than any editor you would be able %o {ind, so £ am
coniident he will do a good job of first eliminating and then combiuiug the quotes so
the subjects will be put fogether as well as can be dong with conversation.

But wntil we both go over them, there isn't mueh more we csn decided, at least not
finally. -

I did complete a chapber ou the other Watcrgate book yesterday. I would like you to
understand the problem that I face, with the book rather than others, which are different,

This is a breaking story. semember I told you that the Bantam/iiollenhoff book would
come to nothing? Clark hsd neither the knowledge nor the energy nor the disposition %0
do the amount of work and thinking necesssry. His name meunt soucthing only if there was
& cover on which to print it, which required contcnts.

The problem with contents in a book that is not a rehach is to anticipate all pose
sible develomrents, I find this not reslly difficult because I have srent 10 years st ite
But it does nmean extreme care in selection gnd writing.

in addition to this, which means time and effort but nc more for me - #nd I'm not &
bit worried about b:ing oubpaced by uvenis - there is the shoer volume of the matarial,

I now have an archive on Watergate alqne, a full f1le cabinet of meterial (not counting
the books as they come out, for I can i afford them), When one works alone, even without
other troubles, it taxes the vest judgement to decide what to eliminate. Because ny
purposes are sorious (and my experisnce proves this is also a merchantable coimodity)

I can't and don't make these decisions in haste.

That I am driving at is a combination of aales slogans, no} es slogans but as content
descriptionz. The story that wasn't told. The story that couldn t be $0ld. It i3 amazing
how much can be public without being xnow, understood or nut toxsther,

(The rsally hairy part is the wiy — who se} on what, who would not publish what,
Except where it i: essential Tor source and contextm I plan to reserve this for an
epilogue, = firsteperson account which, if honest, can be an indictment of the entirve
media and & large part of the “Yongress. Thus should it be necessery it #an be elirdnated.k
But as a record 4f nothing else 1'11 do it. 411 of history may twm on that failure, that
abdication of responsibility, the permeating fuar and cowspdice.)

In eifeot, this means that + have to foel ny way through this writing, deciding as I
write what to put elsevhere, what to eliminate. I haven t read what I've written nnd won't
if I can help it until I am finished. It is hord enough to keep all this in mind without
adding that oonfusion, Confabulation is a problem.

The chapter I did yesterday deals with the previous connections of the eentral VWatere
gate mmpiwxm characters, centering around Hixon personally, And all apooks, toe. With

TS RS Sandden dndn Jodaw avnnas chanters. This I regard as expose, by itselfs



is really an essential part of the story, unrevorted as it is. And a former spook,
undsr his pal Hunt, For whom he rendered grest services after arrest and is nog sup~
plying counsel, Beginning with suppression,

There is a choice of what should imusdiately follow. I won't be able to mske it
until 1 ses what this chapter is and has,

Althoush all of this is CIA stuff, there will be a separate expose on i%, and I'm
now inelined to let it come later, to build toward it.

This iz another way of saying that after the begincing, which cen't avoid the +ranse
cripts «nd the reasons Zor them and such things, I'm tryiung to hendle is liks a nystery
story.

At the same time I have to be avare that thewe will be an irprachment vete and
write this so that regardless of what does or does not hepren in the bouss and the
Senate the work will not be dated whenever it anpears and for long therealters I
not only expect %o do this but if the work can aprear at any time close %0 completion
aad there ar no new problems adeed to those of our lives, yhich teke an enormous amount
of time, and if I do not grov wearier, what I do believe I an writing is a book that can
and should heve an influence on the ultinmste outcome in the Scnstee

I vould encoursze you %o believe this cean mean o LANSETOUS DOOK.

Recently e foundation almost undorwrote riy work. 4 friend made the spproach but-
delayed it too long. By the time it came up for consideration they had over-extended
therselves on a special projects Lis would have resulted in ail wy work bolng a coliege
archive and ny having & small eandel income, If you have any connections with any such
foundations, this would be taw-excupt for them and nore thon welcome for me.

As a result of an artiecle I sent to Englend months and nonths ago, desling with my
secret relationship with the late Senator Russell, who was a member of the Warven Come
mission, I heard from a serdes of bondon Times people on several aspects of wy worke
Firet from ar old friend, the daily paper's Amorican editor. Then from & Sunday staffer,
who made o date to come here when he was in the U.S. Then he came hoss and stayed over-
rnizht, a full daye. After he got back I heard from one of their "experts™ and he, too,
camse Joth seemed to be impressed. It would be a pleasant aurprise if something good were
o come of having sold an article to commemorate the 10th anndversary of tihe JFK assassie-
nation snd then having the publication chicken eut too lats to offer it for that timing
elsevwhere,

This is a other way of saying thas the pubiishers of crapuy books that fail are
wrong if they think there is no resl interest in ny old work, While looking at TV news
today 1 will be psckaghng six orders that esze yesterday plus any that may cone in today's
maile 1t has been thia wey for about eights months. 4nd it is not enay o find me to
place orders.

It would cost much to print completed excent fur deeiding on the sppendix Post Yortem.
I think in the end it would at least pay for itszelf and it is o definitive work NO COolke
mercial publisher would touch. One of the things one of the iondon Tincs men is considering
is & deal tnat includes condensation of a commercial ediiion, which can survive only
with the backstopning of the complete work.

Lwen after Watergate, he wes impressed with the charscter of the -documentaticn.

So, {'ve brought you up to date.

Bost,



