5/12/14

Mma

L write this after a aingle reading of Cohen's "Hixzon Bug System Simple™ in today's
Poats It is not injended as criticism, it is an expression of regrets, that romething
iike this atory wasn'$ done when I first susscoted it %o you,; after the existence of the
aysten became knowm, and that Cohen didn’t do further cheeking bocause he has left some
of ke key questious I had in wind when I first vrote you unasiced and unanswered.

Inmtmwﬂmmmuimm‘tlhamhadumﬁiw axperience with an
assortuent of rocorders in different aftuations, includdng the most adverae acoustios
and esxly and inexpensive voies activation.

Cohan®s iz a guod pleces It doss make wequivoosi that, in Hal idpset's words,
"I% should have worked fine." And all the reat sbout alleged qualdity and sophistiestion
“ds bullshit or inpractical for the purposes of the buggings It reminds me of what I then
Imes and this sbory contradiots for ihe firet tine publiely, that Molord', squipment
wae a joks, The Post went for that one, and it is mne of the early conditiondn; fackors,
The woridrgs of the Departmwent of Disintoramtion on this whole ¥atorsate business have
boen rathor effective and the papers have been suckered regularly.

While 1% 1< no% my major purpose, lot ms tell you a 1i-tle story about Lipset anc this
stuf” I hawe oalled bulishi®, the ¥quality" jass. I was at his place once snd then wondered
whye It vas loaded with what did look like the most sophisticated equiment, unhidien, The
outansible purpose wss to be interviewed for a talk show, o tape, Vith all that high-ciass
stuff, the interviewer, supposedly a friend of Idpaet®s, used his own portable tape recorder
and & single mike. Im'tmwmm”mshuuemptuimamlwhom
there was nore than one milkes, Bvem on TV, whopethe ravalier mike is oomson, I have done
shovs whare two guests shared s single stand mike,This interviewer used Iipset's dining
room, not an ascustically-prepuréd place, and got brosdeast quality,

liow 1% happened that tiere were soue youg oollege kids in the lLom Angeles area who
wers sup-osed Yo do sume intorviewings Lipset had two Concord 530 machimes he was to
have let them have, X happen s¢i)L to kuve two id ntical machines. Trey were cheap, as
1 remsvber it about 3100 each 4n 1964, when I got them, They gra volce-sctivated, This
low price included overything, mikd, volce-activation, eta. But the work they did was
#o0d enough for a yeal pro like lipset to use them profesaicnallve(l used the voigem
aotivation for one thing only, to save & hand. I used the machine for raking notes, the
second for uy wife fo use in transcribing, The slightest sound would stert them up and
the problen of the gap frow thu instan$ 6f the sowmd was nover serdous for By wife, with
twice the gap coupar d with Mxoa's, 3lowest spood on tids “oncord model is 1 /6.

4= soon as the identification of the Sony modsl was Tirst public I acked & r=porter
{retired) frimnd in a distant ity to consult a friend of his about its cepabilities. His
friend has a hi-fl shops I remsmber hs ruporting that it had 15/16 capability, This is
the only way you can get aix hours on a singls side of a five-inch reel, However, it is
six solid hours of sound, not six elapsed hours, sven though noises lile sirens will actie
vate the wachines. Two machines, 12 hours, And remember, the locator was the initial contrel,
It overwrode the voloe-activation,IX get to ¥ashington too infrequently to have gotten the
spees on this machine buy if you hav: them I would weleome & oopy and if vou want me o
inforn you of anything I may see or suspect, I'1) be glad to,

What ie of jmnodiate interest, except all the "inawiibles” and things like that is
hwmwchmnhelaat.ﬂmﬁehmmmlhd.umvmmhdhu plooe, Unless
%.ﬁmmtmummmmﬂmm,wﬁch!&gmtmnmteh@amm,
mmmwayforittostmmMrmwitmem resords anew, I telieve
M_mmwﬂdomwmmm.Htﬂ.amﬁ&.ﬁmi‘mmtw
mwwmﬂmm@mmmmmm;mwmtmkm
mmmmmmuy.muammmww_mmn that on that
Sunday, April 15, the tape just ran oute



Autoratic shuteff is not wneeron.

But 1t seans o me that any condition permitting the end of taping negated Nizon's
purposes. Besides, he is never without a Seuret Service sseort which could have wetched
the nsehines,

I anm again suggesting that 1% is time for definitive ardthmetic. “¢ is just too
sonvenlont that the taps aliogedly ven out when it 4dd becsuse it would seen apparent
that 1% coincided with conversations of oriminal natwre. I an confident I lmow soms of
this of that day end even more confident with other mysterious disapearances of yecorded
wowis,

Let me $ell you fwo littls stories, one to fllustrate the capebilities of cheap
Seny equinment \none of which 4s not good) and une o perhaps amuse.

This seme retived report friend gave ne a little Sony TC 40 very portable cussette
machdbe with built~in mike $o use in my interviews. Jumes Zarl fay's volce records poorly,
apd the conditions in the mawimum-security Jail in wideh + {interviéwed him were torrible,
411 six supfices wore conovets., I had used a morv expeusive machine with external nile
1 could point right st him and 5% didn't get overything, Some of those tapes are ine
oouprehanaible. But frou the time I ntarbed uging the 7C 40 I nevor lost s word, of his
or any of the other four prisomers I interviewed ik the seme jedl ¢r 4o Leavenworth, also
conoreted in. I followed the wndeviating prectise of having the builtein mike point directly
at Bay or tho others. I was always P6@ 180" in the opposite direction. Ho one of my vords
wag ever loats I nover nooded the extrs-senaitive extermnal nike Sony makes, with builte
in preanp, It is cheap, selliing for about $3C. The inexpensive built-4n mike is that
senadtive, And conddirectionals In fact, until ho got his own machine, this made a projlea
whon I played back and dubbad the Anterviows for the la.yers. Ey othor cassetie nachine
had boen intercepted onee on one of the soveral occasions on which my bsggnge wes. (Onoe
a brand nev Yypewriters vas destroyed with real professionalism, without leaving a
serateh on the case.) This other maohine hee the record mechsnism tampered with so
expertly that all the services available to tha New Orlesns police could not repeir it.
The faciory has mads at lsast a half-dogen unsuccessfui efforts and I can't afford o
replace all that was jiggered with. So, I uss £t for playback only, Until Lesar got his
own machihe like my Sony, when we dubbed dirvectly o it by cable, I playsd the tapes
on the old machine snd 4ul by having the TC40 bullb-in mike pick them up anduske
nev tapes. The Sony wus so : when we wanted to disouss anything we had o tum
both machinegoff not to pick up what ve were saying, Where intervat is in the vedce, the
cont of the equipnent is not a real factor. This alse is a 8100 =machine,

There was a tize when I kopt one of theoe old Conorodds with voise-autivation near
By phiona, for two reasons. Occasionslly a witness would call me and I could then vecord
the interview. Less frequently I got threats. But I peyer used the voige-activetion mode,
it has five different modes of operatdonx and it is not possible to shift by accident,
1 used the one in vhich 4% was possible to use a suction-oup phone plckup eni it alone,
Bowever, twice after I was away frox home I retwmned $o find tids nechine switched to the
voloe-activation mode. Once Ix stopped using that machine, this coincidence ended, Other
indications of intrusicn, by the way, have not. On the sveond uy wife and I, bWy pre-
arrangoment, both had meddeal spoointments in Washington, so we wers both gone for the
day. COf the several indications that someone had been in the house in our sbsence is the
ddsappoarance of thoe plastis bom in which I kept my returnesddress labels. I can't
imagine why anyone would wani ity but I laso have kept it in the same place for years,

S0y I hope the missing pleces of this tape-oquipment story will be followed up.
If Cohen has any details he did not use, I would 2ike to know them,

Simre]q.



