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Dear Jiam, 5/2/74

While Lil is reading your letter of advice and caugtioms, 1 begin a response with
generalities, The predominating one I know you will not resent is how totally this
reminds me of what led o the private printing of WHITEWASH, There could hardly be a
closer approximation.

The mere fact of that experience makes this valuable advice and proper caution. I
do not say oxr think of this in deprecation.

There is one of your formulations to which I will make gpecific reference in tormm
of my concept of my personal obligations, at least as I feel them.

We were in Washington today. The doctor agreed with the local diagnosis of .hat
geems to have yun its course, promised $o make the basic medical data aveilable to the
loeal consortium of doctors to whom we will go in emergency, and addressed an old and
infrequent distress that struck me suddenly yesterday in a oandor and with that may
amusehou, He gaid soue of the nuse and belts have come looose in your head and they will
tighten themselves, shortly.

He is sastified that neither this nor

Here lesar phoned from Boston last night. A friend he had watching the records at
the SBupreme Court phoned to tell him that after two delays had long expired the government
hd, finally, filed.,Zhis can be interpreted as typical government contempt for the
courts, =28 lasinens/sér other things, or as watching closely and awaiting the moment &t was
clear from listening to his phone or mine that he would be amy for two weeks when we have
only 10 days in which %o respond,

After that Lil had an early supper ready. We had notstopped for lunch in DG,

I then took in part of the news on TV and fell into a deep sleep, sitting, Lil
finally got me up, I staggered $o bed and again into a deep sleep from which I roused
about 3 a.m. Time was I'd have then hustdsd %o work. This time I made & figm decision to
get still more rest, %o recognize the clear signals from thehody and respect them, and
had no difficulty getting in more than two hours more of sack time.

Before I address the substantive, in which, as always, Jour wisdom and cle® vision
are 20 helpful, I should finish witi the medical so you will not be concermed.

There is no reason to believe whatever hit me had anything to do with the heart and
every reason to believe it did not. When hospitalized my pressure was up a bit but the
Yyoung doctor then told me it would be a normal reaotion for the reading to be high.
Yesterday it was down to what it had been on my previous ennyal checkup, 130/887 I don't A’:«f--‘
¥mow what these things mean but years ago, when the numbers were only slightly smaller,

a doctor sald these were the tyoical readings of a boy. Prior to yesterday's exam, because

I nad parked the car o save money and walked everywhere, I had had a brisk and somewhat
thring walk so if anything there might have been a slightly elevated reading. After using
the stethescope, the docfor said your heart still sounds like that of an athlete, &0 far,
mgoud.ﬂehaaamtohmwmeandwneedtoundersm, g0 he explained all the things
of which he knew that could cause this impairment of balance. I know of one he did not eddress,
brain tumor, but I also know a long serious of Z-rays were made years ago on this. So, I
Bave no trouble believing that it is something in the inner ear that can be decided upon

by elimination,not by X-ray. I then discussed withhim what I can do to subsiitute for
exercises given me several yeais ago that make me digzy and he had sensible advice. Although
I don't any longer do any calisthenics because those prescribed did induce diszziness. I

have kept myself flexible enough s0 I can put the palm of my hand) on the floor (with short
arms yet) without bending my - His advices do what you were told not to do that seemed
to work and learn for yourself it does hurt your shouldersmand knees, If it does, stop.
If it doean't. Qmﬁgu.et Made s 0

While awaiting 311, one of the women physical therapists left for lunch. She came upto
me all smiles. 4nd we had a short chat. I told her the exercises las} prescribed did make
®o dizzy and she said o come in when I can and they'll see if they esn work around them,
Iknowtha’cthegaluinthatdeprmtmmfondofmandhaveb&anforyears. partly
from my work end partly from the silence with which I took the most painful $reatment for
which poor doctoring was respinsible. They had %o physically break adhesions in my shoulders,
It tobk a full three months, thrice a week.

In short, I'm tired, not fighting 1¢t, and seem %o be medically sound. I raised the



guestion, could either of these things be all or part psychomatic and the doctor was
~explicit in saying not and in detailed explanations. He knows me tpem pretty well
because I have gone to him for some yeays. He was in the middle when I started reising
hell over the (inadequate) quality of the medicsl cave we were getting, particularly
vhere there was total indifference to emotional problems sterming from the helicopters,
80 he knows I am not unavare of the intrustions of emptional factors and when I know of
them will and have pursued them %o learn all that I can. U

KamtsmtommwalkingasmchulmmdlhavebasétMs already. I
would $ake it from what he said and did not say~he could not spend the whole day with ome
patdent~ that whatever is happening %o my knees is the kind of thing that happens with
age. Or, for my age I seem o be in at leastaverage shape and I would say for a man whose
life is not one of vigorous physical activity, better than |VEPRge.

Ho believes the dizziness will runs its course, that, as he put i%, the nuts and
bolts will tighten again and perhaps in the future may again loosen, He gave me some
medication that might help. _

A new schedule begins here today. Idl has a ride into work, which means she has %o
get there earlier but also that I don't have to make four trips a @ay, merely twe. So
I have to get her started earlier. She has personal work she ean do before the beginniang
of her regular day's work,

1'11 resumelster, with a carbon for Lesar, whose advice I will also want. I will
appreciate it if you would take the time to address the responses I will make o your
specifications because I think I should have the best possible understending of all the
factors mitigating against the project.

The a.ms TV news will soon be onm. I have found some of the reportin,; excellent,
particularly given the vilume of the material and the limited time fhr extracting and
using. I am also certain much has been missed and that it has not beeen approached the
way I think it should de, If I can't get a rmearch assistant I'l1l have to read myself and
note what I would wan$ on each subject,

Danger. You are correct. £ had not reslly thought this through. I had a subliminsl
awareness that if I am as right as I think I am this has %o be the most dangerous thing
I have ever done. The odd thing is that I was without personal thoughts on this whessasp
in speakong to Dick, who is unlmown %o you or Lesar, I could not have besn move explicit
inspeoi!'yinxthememutherthanphysiaﬂmuhichhacouldbehmo&o, if I do a book
and 42 I am not the publisher, the deal would have %o include some kind of imsurance.For
141, that is. The other kind exists only in the form of duplicates peattered ocutside my
personal possession as well as those I do have.

I am not unaware of the physical vulnerability of our location. I wes awere when we
bought it and have becomee more avare since, But you have directed me into a different
kind of thinking about tiis.

I address this in my own thinking in two ways that I edmity others may find at least
simplistic. If I do not do this, will it be done? Need it be done? There is a clear
record of which Lesar has been witness in several instsnces of the absolute refusal of the
major media %o follow the most specific information the answers %o which I possessed when
* have the information., Porm thisil it clear that I belisve the kind of acid«proof docu~
mentation of the worse than failure of the press has become an essential of the overall
and must be told. This means, as you say, that the press will be against me and the project,
8o what else is new? The difference this time is that thers is a remote possibility that
because of this an element of the press, if it can be approached, may be for i, Arnd if the
insanity of the underground press ocan be overcome, it is a hew factor and could be & plus.

I anticipate a different and perhaps larger problem here, fewer talk shows and them
more inaccessidle to me., No major paper weviewed Whitewash and nobody knew how to get &
gopy of the book or how to reach me, We have a large mailing list by now. There was & 10%
order rate when we announced Frame-Up, aside from those who may have bought at their bookstores.
I am told this is an exceptional respense to a meiling., Owr problem would be paying for

After =nother long interruptions I look back on a long series o decisions and Judge=-.
wints and quite a bit coumitted to paper. As I scanned headlines in ppring this a.m.'s
4% became apparent to me that the Book on which I have completed 500 pages, aside from the



achizoe quality of the beginning, where at two different times I have tried %o sult twe
different German publishers, was exactly right. Aside from literary rather than structural
or content defeets. I say this with a certain amount of pride but what I am reslly saying

is that X haveceme to have confidence in my judgemend. That book, today, completed, would

do more $han f£i3% a need that I believe now will pever be filled. It would s$ill say
what needs $o be s=id today not only to make the whols mess comprehensiblg but $o tell the
people what they need %o kmow %o overcome those attitudes %o which you correct reference.

. And the perfectly amaming thing is that what I then wrote, Petersen in today's

headlines is an example, when it soemed incredible was more than just right on the head,
4% was and remains essential for understanding.

I lost an agent over the ErvilHughes/CIA stuff that after allthe recent writing
says more as of & year ago than all the "new" stuff does,

I am saying more, Iam also talking about instinots, X con't say that s11 ¥ have
gotten, on this and in earlier work, comes from sitting down and figuring it all ous,
much of this as I did. An enornous amount was instinet., I believe thet a certain amount
of this instinot is the consequensce of eariler egxperience, wheme the processes work sort
of sutomatically, without consciocus thought.

The opposite side is that statistically the danger increases and the chance of a

big mistake grows steadily in the absyénce of any.

Now for your letter of 4/29, McCord grafs this conforms exactly o what I have and
I fodl there has $o be something we do not know because it has not been reported. Did
anyone know prior to 3/197 (Delivery was via probation officer.)

When you get into the substantive, you display that remkarable guality of combining
a direot addressing of one of my greant weaknesses, not fully asddressing the negatives,
so it in a way that =ays you are not taking a firm position but are on the one hand
getting me %o face what I tend %o shun, snd making me aware that these $hings can be
vital. Intermittently from the time I read this last night different aspects have been
in my mind, which was fairly well set before then. I will address this later,

6/20/72, which takes up all but the last p.1 graf and is inherent in thats In
easence you are right but without enough emphasis on the "fragmentary” part. That still
is not the full story of it. Try to recall several letters in which I have asked ®arry
and others %o get me a ceriain piece of paper bearing that date and publice eman’s
memo. If with her also vemarkable faculty Je can reirieve for you what Strachan testified
%0 about this I ¢hink it would be a real strengthening of the line of reasoning you do
understand, And 1% is still not all. Or, there is, I believe, much more %o this date and
i%s events., (One of the great needs for a research sssistent is to gather them all because
it will tske so much time, A fair amount is gollected when it was disclosed those tapes
do not exist.)

And it will not stand alone. There is not one thing omly that can be regarded as
I regaxrd this date's events.

Perhaps what 4 have in mindm may be elearey if I try to describe the project with a
different titlet Nixon's Watorgate~The UntoldiStory. This does not mean gnly what has
not been told but I do hope to be able to limit the told to the essential, like a1l those
tapes do not exiat,

Spilling the chile beens would be snother, and it also would not be the ome probative
example of that nature.

If I were to say that there is as of today an unjold CIA story that is enough to put
all the $op men in jail (won't happen) on at least two charges each; and %o this add an
also untold story of CIA domestic activity, evem locating its Washington “station” and
some “"posts” and put WG figures inside themj and if I were to tie all this to the impeach~
ment offort against at least Douglas \this I have fully enough mow) and tie that to Ford;
if X were to prove a real conspiracy to protect Nixon against still-unreported illegalities}
and if this were still not ail, would that change your estimate of the vontents? Don't
forget Bill Buckley's pert. And here I would like to ask sbout crediting, whichI would
prefer and you might not,



In the main you are right about apathy and unwillingness. Let me adiress this two
vays, first in terms of the need of providing that which might, perhaps only with a few,
have the ocapability of evercoming i%, and then with a question. are there enough of those
who do feel this way who a) could be reached and b) would buy?

Is there not still another and perhaps move meanimgful apathy, Congressional? Can
this work have the capabilify of influencing any of those? The votes can't bo overw
whelming, =0 influencing even a couple in the Senate could be significant. One way is to
make positions untenable,

Top p.2 you have real nitty-gritty, the press. I do intend and I now plen separately,
at or toward the end, perhaps in an appendix, addyessing what can t be called the mere
failure of the media. I regard this as the orux. I believe that had it not abdicated all
would have been different. including economic factors. (Thenextent to which the country
is going to hell economiocally is, I believe, unrecongized. What was never short and today
need no be actuaily is. from ohlorine ¢o home applisnces. GE hes cut the scheduled delivery
i8 _respopse $o orders for its freezers this year by 525, a dealer friend just told me, )

Your second graf is probably the best advice. However, the means are limited, for me
at least, I can's keep it all in mind any more. I'il have o do this by doing drefts. They
would, of course, be subject o revision, While the orgsnization is not on paper and not
really clear in my mind, I do plan %o separate each of the parts, partly so perts can be
out out without rewriting the rest. Perhaps the WW approach,

You understate in saying I could not ﬁodag wage the same battles. I gave this up
long ago. They are impossible for me now, But i now have an unacceptable means of ubldes=
tion and I will be exploring, in a limited way, possibilities of having the first printing
paid for. If it sells out it will provide the costs of any further printing(s),

And suppose I can't get it printed? Let us for the moment ignore your real statement
of the hazards. Would it be worth having this 4f no more than an historic record? Would
it be worth \if an unselfishness I ean ill afford) having this available for the use of
one or two ir Congress who might use if any parts? Can you imagine what an eloquent one
could do with only the full story of 6/207 If he did no more than ask questions and make
no single statement as a statement, except we have have %o have definitive answers?

Jrd grafy I have in fact delayed decision with this man and told b first that a
meeting this coming week is not convendsnt (true) and that we both have more thinkinge to
de {also true) and that there are asbiguities I'd like him to think about (tmue end intemded
%o make him think about what I regard as ambiguities, which include a three-month right %e
delay, which alone would cause me %o nay aa;?.)

Mitchell-Stans verdict: generaly you are correct. However, there is one thing that
impresses me much in this., Stans' emptional appeal is not the first time he used it. The
first time it was proven %o be a fake. This is public. The proseoution did mot use ite This
tells me much. He swore he could not leave his wife %o escape having to testify and promptly
left to raise more unneeded money,

One of those $hings to which & had mever given thousl;— you put very well?® poople wank
to get rid of Nixon but in Yerms od maintaining their oun selfe-estoem. I thibk this cen
and should be addressed and I $hink it reafly fits what I have in minds everybody was conned.

Your £ifth graf on the clichess has this not been addressed for me since you write
this by the relecase of the edided, sclected tapes? And the reaction to them? What I would
really be doing is filling in the Nixzonian gaps. This is s simplification but if you have
time for an opinion, I think it may address much of your sage counsel,

last grafs it is precisely this that even Dick proposes to seek to exploit, like
the top line on WW, "The Book that “ound Hot Be Printed.” And even he talks about the
underground in forma$ and in marketing,

1 would like $o %ake time for mome for even the writing helps me think. I haven' t read
three days papers. Your experiences with your two pieces, bot/'of which I would 4hink could
be accepted, is impressive agguments. But for me this bofld down %o should someome meke the
attempt and if I don'$, will anyone? Many thanks for the time and &he help. Best,




