Notes on Where Hurder Jaiks W 3/ 24/?4 Lelowurd Hunt, 19&) ﬁg‘ig. aperback (FPawestbe

reissued 10/73)

The novel, vritten during funt's dog~house dayss is consistent with his othsers in
not hiding that e io a zan dordnated by bitiernegs and hatred.

In its literary qualily it is, as JW noted, better than the devil-worship series,

it is the only one he wrcte under the Gordon Lavis name that + heve read.

4n it is the seme egpoentrigity of the David St. John writing and what 1 did not
ezpe-t to £ind, disiliusionment with emigre Cubans and contempt for the Cla,

With publication before the midule of 1965, + presme it was conceived and completed
towerd the end of 1964, or in the veriod of the Warren Comudssion, in which snti~Csatro
Cubans did figure, Therefore I find i1t more intercsting that there is no anti-JiK craeck
in the book in which theve is no end of anti-US Government oracks. Especially on what ism
s0 large in Wive Us This Day, she alieged bmckdown on air cover, never agreed to by JFK,

Lxeept for the girl, there is no uniaintsd Cubsn or Cuban ouifit, even the exile
gomrdittee (for all the werld as though there were but e single one then). The comiittes
is sioot with self-gsckers and erooks. All his country leaders (Panams snd Prazil) are
erooks aixl murderers or piayboys and irvespunsible. lis former anti-Uzotro hero, Bl
hachete, is the murderer who murders iu stealing exilc funds. Hot whai one would expect
of kdiusrdo, Nor the honesty in the incompetence and cowardice in the air drops or thet
in reporting how minute the anti~Cusiro bands were,

There seems alsc tc be the typical Hunt drawing on real cherscters in his hasty
writing. Sergio Arvacha Smith wns e crook and did steal exile funds as well as those of
the Patista government when ho worked for it. The committec lemder with the gpectacles
is & clear copy. and some of the names are sugrestive of Hunt's own experiences in the
Agency. He is Conrof, also Patricio Martinesz. (I do not sugest couection with Leyton
Patrick hatbens, arcacha's second in F.O. when Bextens wos but e boy nor was WO ®artines,
¥ho nay or may not have been known to Hunt in Hiami,) Conroy is half “uban, as were many
of the exile figures, others like iticardo Davis and Douglas Lethbridge. In fact, _save
for baving hinself, as under Yavid St. John, a Washington lswyer, his career as Conroy
exactly duplicates that of Lethbridce, who was raised on a “uban ranch, was and Wes on the
outs with Cla and was captured at the Bay of Pigs. Barros (murdered exile leader) may be
& real Spanish name but I have never heard it. In Hunt's pust there was one similar. He
used t0 go to the #adwilien, from one of his taped conversations, with I think Cushman,

4 imew this restsurant and its owners well. The first part-ownsr/chef was & Loyalist
Speniard, Peter Borras. Vowels reversed. (His widow waz later Scoop Russell's seorstary
at NBC's Washington headquarters and I wonder is iis locel station's food expert is their
daughter,) Manuel Czsts:llo, exile girlechaser and irresponsible in Rio, whose wife is

in Spain, parallels a roal one, Semuel ¥anuel Fernando Castillo, Trujillofs colonel~
oilitary attuche in Zashington whose wife was in Ciudad Trujilio and woman-chased,

(When he died reoently I wrote Vivian, his wife, who dic not answer. 1 knew her when they
could not get warried but lived together.Jando aeems to have hendled the ¥enesuelan end
of the Guatemslan overthrow ¢f which Hunt was part for CIA.)

1 find mysslf wondering who Finis Farr is fron the dedication,"For Finis Farrs
ventlsman, scholargsamt friends" Would such a "scholar" be in Whe's Who?

ihe bitterness and the lack of anti-JFK sentiment are perhaps more interesting when
it is recalled that Hunt seoms to have beon in domestic operaticns at the time he wrote this.
He had been clipped and he was bitter, his true genius not being appreciated. ‘aybe the
assassination deterred nastiness againet JFK, 4% would not heve been iwelcome then,

In sending we this book, Ed Eabalt commented that "The gsalespeople in the bookstores
here \NYC) advise that Hunt's bocks just don't sell at alllSurprised?” That they do not



gell well is Liwicated by the fact that esdh one I have is an original reprint and all
were acquirsd ordy v ently. Ur, They had bul one reprinting, They a..rc 1uot gooc bocks and
do not descrve good sale:s or jood meviews, of which there were meny bocuuse of his
apesronce in the news.

Yhe publishers attenpted to exploit the publicity ho gote But it wes all bed
publicity. He was not heroie. He was villainous. “egative publiocity sometimes is
gomnereially valueble, but unless it was firat-person writing, there gesms to be no
reason for neople tc have any special interest in Aunt.

What is surprising is that Paucets reprinted this nook as late as 10/ 7%, nore than
a year after Hunt figured in the news, Farhaps it was keyed to or trigsurea by his
Ervin conuittes spoearance.

It is my estinate that his Pirsteperson book on the Bay of Figs was 2ot finsncially
successful gad I am surprised that Puinam has given as much as it hes for his W& book
whon he ean t say much in it thet has net besn published without jeopardizing ldmself,
(81x x~figure vf_nce reported mth giniler for paperback rizhitg, Coming tids 1afe= and the
reporting is this nmonth's - when none of the other WG bocks hes done well, I think it
is unusual. It is & larger & *dvmc&, then Woudward end Bernstein ot.)

When Hunt's iegal problems hsve not been resglved, any writing seems unwise unless

is absolutely ceritain of his situation. He canlt write other than he has sworn to
and it would seem to be unwise to report what the official bodies izmored, Sesides,
it is not possidile o read his public testinony without realizing theb it ia not and
canlt be a Taithful account of what happened at The Weteryete. bike the Foolishncss
ahout & doubdle zyent and his lyins about Saldwin while covering Barker's ineptness sud
his own in permiiiing the operation to go forward after he knew th- door-taping had been
deteoted, (Barker i not using comamications equipment he hsd with him.)

la aduition, the many %G cases will be in tne courts for years. vvery writiten word
will be exmminsa with great care by nrosecubion anc all the defense teamg., any carelesy
word can hurt Hunt, -i his willingness to write about WG can be gaken sg a sign thet he
nas sworn only Truthiully, it can alse be fteken ss eso overriding comuon senge or as a
st for more woney (it he has alresdy snal led from the CREEPs,

1 supposs this book iu whut he referred to in writine me about his current
constructive effgrts, He clairmed they kept hin s0 busy he had no time to resd what
was written about hii by Tadizulce



