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Joln shrlichman was on alsost half of, the CBS TV morning news this a.m. Toward the
end he was askcdéga'éhe Time repor: thatl_de bugs had been in for some time, were being
resoved and had been listened to by pe.-sonnebl Of,thé cormittee to, re-elect the Bresident
He saild "I don't lmow". Asked if it were not true thap scparate from the FBI's there had
Dot been a number of investigation and he confimed. Asked how long he can continue to
say "I don't Imow" he switched to the criminal apsects, leaving it vndsswered. But when
pre ssed about the involvefient oi the White House he said no federal or White House
employee had been inWolved. Asain, no mention of. Xunt,

Now this is not the same as saying that no person in suthority had been involved.

Whether or not the bugs were bbing reoved, therec is no doubt of the involvement
of the White House. I supposc thig will attempt to be answered by saying that Hun't
involvement was when he was not consulting, when he uas working fur the Hullen-agency.

' without seeing  the Time story, opiniun is without real basis. They may have the
real facts, and we are dealing with people with.ﬁgﬁout concepts of reality. However, I still
see no point in removing bugs nor any néed for this excessive manpower in any lkind of
bugging, putting or or taking out. Pat Yollins of the Star and Bernstein and Wasdward of
the Post both agreed with this last week, can't figurc either the remoWal of the manpower.

The news parts (not CBS interview) of the CBS hourlong nevs and the 10 minutes plus
of Today's at 8 a.u. made no mention of this new story. It was on WLOP radio (all-news)
between 8315 and 8:70 a.m. They quoted Times as identifying the unit involved not as
security, the repeated anc exclusive Republicamw identification, but as security aund intel-
ligence. And they used clips of yesterday's Dole (umimportant incident inflated by Demos)
'nd MacGregor ( no important ofricials imvolved) TV tall show aDpearinces.

What HacGreger seems to be preparing for is the identification of officials, with
Liddy and Hunt the more obvious, plus the defense/pretense that they are NOT "important".
Kleindienst was quoted as having told the DA o “1ef the chips fall where they may', As
between a Rpublican AG and his appdinted Republican DA in a city that has no local govern-
nent, thisimight be interpreted as meaning "not at our door."

Coverage: 30 minutes on inde all-news WAVA no sfory, no mention. They use UPL and
independent radio news services. Post has no utory. (Interestingly, the pro-Nixzon Evans—
Hovack column has a'sﬁrongkcondexnaﬁion of policy handling and blames it on “Colson and
named lawyers and ‘riitchell policy, all cqiticized.)CYBS net new 9 g.m. had mention of
Time story but most roplay Ehrlichman defense from IV net news. WIOP at end net news
headline Kleindienst asnnouncement of imwdinent grend-jury action. Loeter in.1/4 hr this wasg
enlargement of "let chips fall" but station added that the"security—intelligence™ Repub.
wag organized by the White House crew that was checking on leaks to media, meaning Colson—
“ant. This would seem to Jjustify the forecast that Hunt will fall for Celson and that one
of the reasons.for*the publicﬁ—relation stupidity of delaying to too close to electi%n may
have becn required to arrange for fall guy for White House azxman. Post's two-days—atright
ignoring of this ssbory strange when the first was one fit for light by-line treatment
and the second pins it on White touse and they must recoguize that indiciments are jear.




