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Americon Tascism will have no gas chambers. It won't need thems

achicvenent
it did have concentration camps. They were the first legislative mmmmmss of that

eminent liboral, Hubest Ywiphrey. The concentration camps were not needed, either, Hot
Yet, anyvaye

4s 1 onter my seventicth deeade I ean laok baclward and see elearly the growth of
American fascism, the

vigion is enhanced by my own painful experiences with it. I have
boen part of resisting it and thereby became ome of its victimse In my youth it was an
unlegislated crime to be a “premature anti-fascist”,

In those lands in which fascisn first apreared, Italy and Germany , it erupted
violently, appecring sullenly, the false answer of the rich anu the powerful to

great distrecse Tu the Vnited States, 4t nes bewn & sewratety slowly but dteadily
groving malignancy. Thus it lacks the drams of Hiler's sutech,

Because it has come
80 slovly, its coming is unrecognized. and bocause it has come upon us so slowir,

thore has been a0 newd for the Humdsh nurderousness Hisler viedtod upon the

earth,
Fascisu in the United States, a unique iuericen form, has not, howover, beon diliout
violence and murder. The two, fascisz and =md violeaco, &s nuver separablc.

Moat imericans abhor the torm. They ove their country, think hetier of it, and
econsdder their lesdors, cven thosce they did ot wani and do mot like, incapatlc of
such excess and 50 @WITOUS a reachs

Y w0 every decent and traditienal principie,
Until a year after what became krown ps The Watergnte, only the left used the

vword fasciste. «8 ¢he fullness of the deep subversion The ¥

atergate reprosents becaso
apparent - and 1 doubt we will ever know all of

it ~ the more consorvative sl influenti g
elenents in socicty started o use the ugly words

When those five agents of the special Republican pol

itiecal machine enlled The
Comrdttee for the He-eleetion of the President were apprehended inside Deno

urntie
National Commitioe headquarters, it was at fo

8t regarded as a eaper, a idind of exotic
political laric, Those five nen were not Togarded nnd

did not regard themselves as storne



toppera, but mey were. They believed they were patriots. So did Hitler's nurderers.
Tha very earliest reporting of what was involved in The Watergate should have told

the press and those with political understand what it had to represent, but they refused

to sees S0 completely did the press abdicate that had it not been for the perseverance

of one newspaper, The Washinpgton Fost, it is probable that Hizon zud
desrkew would have gotten awey withl his f_aaniat designe. llost of the medisa treated The
T ——— a

Those accidental srrests were made about 2 a.me the weekend morning of dume 17,
1972, almost five months before the presidential elections By the following May,
EBstablishmentarians were calling this fa..cism. a.ts iscue dated June 4, 18‘?3; Time
magazine reported a Chicago bengued "for %op execubives of companies listed in the
?orttme 500" where ™ the 4alk aboul Walcrgate was reminiscent of an SeDeSe moting,
words like 'fascist®® being used "%o describe the atmosphere in the Administration.X"

As has always been the case, those who lamented fascism wém those who created it,
Theue same toé e::ecuﬁvea and their corporations nurtured Nizon and other fasciste and
fasedst mendifestadions Itelline; themselves they were serving the nationsl interest.
hixon had 80 much comomte money he didn’$ know what *o do with it and despite his
best efforta c.ouldn't spend ail of 1t his re-election eampai@ He spent much of it
in crizmml activit;r. bellieving, w:lth the arrogance of power. that he was above the law =
that the law did not apply to him - and that when he committed crines they were not
arimes but dedication to & Kighar aeuase |
e aa Hitler, Mussolini, Horthy and others todsy forgotten, Nizon equated his
opposition with the ecnemy and considered them "red" and subversive, Meking them "red®
made him ﬂ@t._'ﬂ}ig was Nixon's politicel beginning. He has been true to it through his -
lifelong political carcer. |

Most Americans were not alive during Hitler's day. The older ones prefer to forget

it. Their forgetting is nade sasier by the increased comforts of life, The norm of an

American life fﬂm years after Hitler mshmoonmdredls was 8 luzuriousrlife in the



early 19%0a. in 1973 it mtamasmtngetwmmbya}ﬁghﬂmmaé
I ﬁ in aﬁ entire week in 19353 wes a newspaper reporter, Where the streecar was often
veyond my means, this b0y has his own care '

When llitler staried bleeding his way through histroy's greatest biood-letting, most
American’s just refused $o believe that what 3pg happening gould happen, Indeed, this
refusal to bui ses uad acimovledge reality was mational policy in the United States as it
was in overy other major western country. Without these coinciding national atiitudes
towand Hitler, le would not have gotben far from that “unich beerhalls ltler was the
"angwer" to “comwnism", the restorer of tranquility. The Ge;il%/tgfm then President
Hindenburg, cnthroned Hitler with the proclamation "ruhig muss seini® There was twrmoil
in post World Wur Geomany aud an end to the protosts, not an end to their cause, was
Hindenburg's
bta/enbition, et Uifler was berorc then a men dedicated to aud practising mmder
and lesser violonce, racism and other hatred. It was his political ecreed. kis enemy,
es-Richard Nixon's has alvays beun, was au imarined *red” iurcat.

If I was morc sensitive to this than most imericans of that day it is probebiy from
ay backgromde I sn & firsi-goneration American whose parents fled an earlier, bloody,
recist Yyranny, a Jew wiose parenis moe [led Russiae Ky faiher was just enterine mane
hood, my mother was & nine-year oid girl whea they reashed FPhilsdclphia. They wovld
nover %ell re of thoir lives in lugela, but I heard of s this and of the lives of

other relatives and of tae iiveus ol Iriends wiw had sufi'ered the sauwe experiences

fron thoso who imew about ihom.



