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Edward Jay Epstein’s book,
“Inquest: The Warren Com:
mission and the Easbablish--
ment of Truth,” has already
been the subJect of a certain

" .sensation-

of a master’s thesis in govern-
ment .for Cornell University,
and its. author is now taking

to act someﬂing like the
foreman of .a coroner’s jury. -
And given the volume and the
political and emotional com-
plexity of the evidence in the
case, the way the commission

_and itsmtfwereorganized

wasboundtoaffectin

evaluated
andi:isperfeetlynatumlthat
. the commission and s
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stance as well as in quality
the sort of resulis they got. -
* This organization, then—and
to some exient, theattitudes
that = produced 'it—are the
nominal subject of the book.
oo o
many ex-
tensive interviews,

“discusses “the way the  staff -
wassetup,itsrelaﬁnnbothe;»
the commission,

members ‘of

the extent to which the com-
mssionem were involved and
the nature of  their involve-
- ‘ments.  He finds thet “the
practical effect of ' these
details was to make _the
commission  staff

whereﬂ:erew'assubsbanﬁal
reason to0 believe t¢hat an
independent investigation

’wwldbemehﬂ.Heﬁnds too,

that the division of aubJect

"matter among various staff

members operated so - that
some: questiom—mg most
potentially ones
—would be more difficull to

. perceive’ and " explore t¢han

others. Moreover, thorough
work was made impossible by
excessive deadline pressure.
But beyond this, there is the
matter of the “many-faced
truth.” Of course, there was

s the coroner’s jury truth, But
there -was - also . -“political . .

truth.” The facts, so-called, .

interpreted,
staff’

- would make decxslons—about

whom to beheve in cases of

conflict or d.iscrepaxicy, for

their judgment of the -best
interests of the country more
than they -would indicate total
diginterest. Richard Rovere's

‘ﬂroducﬁm puts " well.

EdwmﬂJayEpswm
smaply demonstrates,” he
, ““that the’ qued: for
t.nﬂh wus also ‘a quest for
domest'k - ond—

tranquility,”

s the lney,-—‘lhab the
secondquesto_ften'gdinﬂle'
way of the first.

But these things cannot be
discussed in -the abstract.
thus ‘comes to “the

Epstein
. assassination iself” on which

hemendssomud:ﬂmethat
his ostensible subject is
sometimes nearly lost. He
shows—and shows -to :the .
satisfaction of the " -highly -
skeptical Rovere—that prob-

“lems of timing, questions
.‘about the autopsy report and

other matters suggest that

- more than one man shot at the

Apparently quite a

few of the commissioners felt
.the same way, and this and

éther  difficulties’ produced
some - wrangles

* among the staff. One assassin

or more? Tnis is what¢ Epstein
calls “the threshold question.”
It is the “question that he °
considers was not adequately
deauwiﬂx,notbe%ebegere
was & conspiracy, use

oi conscious  Gishonesty, bt
beeause a human institution '
desigried . to ask a question
will be organized in a manner -
and under circumstances that
suggest what the answer .
ought to be. -

A QUOTATION FOR TODAY

Lelsune time should be filled .

1 With a sense of purpose if we

are ‘to -have any sense of.
living at all. There are substi-

tutesforpmpouthat come in
bottles, telewsion tubes,

wild living . : . but let’s not
go into all that. . . .Just look
at yourownlelsure and see if

*it has any meunmg at all to

Comue O’Cmmor in “The
Leisure Wasters” (Barnes.) ..
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