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A
ctor K

evin C
ostner as Jim

 G
arrison in O

liver Stone's m
ovie, "JF

K
' 

v 	
rte,.,,  

Behind the N
ews: V.Fic 

	

B
uffs and 

C
rackpots 

B
y Joh

n
 G

. L
eyd

en
.  

Y
O

U
'V

E
 SE

E
N

 the m
ovie "JFK

"; now
 

you w
ant to read the book. T

he ques-
tion is w

hich book? T
he list is alm

ost 
endless—

a recent L
ife m

agazine article put 
the num

ber of books about the N
ov. 22, 

1963, assassination of P
resident John F

. 
K

ennedy at "m
ore than 600." T

here's even 
an entire book about the rifle L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald used to kill the president. 
W

hat follow
s is a roundup, by no m

eans 
com

plete, of som
e of the books—

both pro-
and anti-conspiracy—

that have been w
rit-

ten about the K
ennedy assassination. M

any 
of the assassination books are out of print, 
including som

e of the earlier ones listed 
here. R

eaders can try libraries, but a w
ord 

of caution: E
ven the L

ibrary of C
ongress 

doesn't have them
 all. A

nd requests for 
those it supposedly has frequently com

e 
back m

arked "N
ot on Shelf." 

W
hether you believe, as I do, that O

sw
ald 

acted alone, or are convinced that there w
as 

a conspiracy, or sim
ply are curious and w

ant 
to know

 m
ore—

don't expect the research 
to com

e easy. T
he conspiracy books, in par-

ticular, m
ake for a difficult read, since m

any 
lack a narrative flow

 and jum
p from

 prem
ise 

to prem
ise and from

 point to point. O
ne no-

table exception is Jim
 G

arrison's O
n 

the 
. T

rail of th
e A

ssassin
s, w

hich reads like a 
m

ystery novel w
here the nam

es are the 
sam

e but the facts have been changed. T
hat 

book—
w

ith Jim
 M

arrs's C
rossfire. T

he P
lot 

T
h

at K
illed K

en
n

edy—
is reported to have 

inspired O
liver Stone, and one can-see how

 
S

tone m
ight have been intricrued

4.117-th-i—C
. ri- 

can be found in m
ost libraries or in good sec-

ond-hand book stores. T
he W

arren C
om

m
is-

sion, of course, found that L
ee H

arvey O
s-

w
ald, acting alone, killed K

ennedy and D
allas 

police officer J.D
. T

ippit and that, then, Jack 
R

uby, acting on im
pulse, killed O

sw
ald. T

he 
report w

as intended to resolve public doubts 
about the president's m

urder, but the volu-
m

inous testim
ony and m

aterials collected 
during the investigation only served to fuel 
debate. T

he conspiracy-m
inded could use the 

com
m

ission's ow
n archives to support any 

theory that struck their fancy. 
In 1966, several books w

ere published 
that raised question's about.  th

e W
arren

  

sam
e tim

e, it threw
 the assassination buffs a 

bone by concluding—
on the basis of a hotly 

disputed D
allas police recording—

that a 
second gunm

an and "co-conspirator" prob-
ably fired an errant fourth shot at the pres-
ident from

 the area of the grassy knoll in 
D

ealy Plaza. (T
his conclusion later w

as chal-
lenged by a N

ational A
cadem

y of Sciences 
acoustics panel.) 

T
he com

m
ittee's conspiracy finding ac-

tually resulted from
 a last-m

inute change 
that m

any critics say w
as the w

ork of C
hief 

C
ounsel G

. R
obert B

lakey to accom
m

odate 
the possibility of involvem

ent by organized 
crim

e figures. Indeed, in 1981, B
lakey pub- 

rato
rs," th

e F
B

I, th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice; th
e: 

D
allas police and the U

.S
. m

ilitary, all , of : 
w

hom
 w

anted to keep peace from
 breaking • 

out. A
t the sam

e tim
e, G

arrison w
ent to 

considerable lengths to exonerate organized 
crim

e from
 any involvem

ent. 
Jim

 M
arr's C

rossfire, on the other hand, 
claim

s that K
ennedy w

as killed "
in

 a m
ili-

tary-style am
bush orchestrated by organ-

ized crim
e" w

ith governm
ent backing. H

e 
even im

plies that V
ice P

resident L
yndon 

Johnson m
ay have given tacit approval. K

en-
nedy's "public execution," he adds, w

as in-
tended to serve as a sort of object lesson to 
the nation not to m

ess w
ith the m

ilitary-in-
dustrial com

plex. 
In H

igh T
reason, R

obert G
roden and H

ar-
rison L

ivingstone sound anothef fam
iliar 

them
e of the assassination buffs. T

hey sug-
gest that the m

urders of John and R
obert 

K
ennedy and the R

ev. M
artin L

uther K
ing 

Jr., together w
ith the shooting of G

eorge 
W

allace, are all related. T
hey also said that 

W
atergate w

as "intim
ately connected" to 

the assassinations (D
id you know

 N
ixon w

as 
in D

allas on the day JFK
 w

as shot?) and re-
peated allegations that W

atergate figure G
. 

G
ordon L

iddy m
ay have poisoned form

er 
F

B
I D

irector J. E
dgar H

oover to keep him
 

quiet. 
D

avid L
ifton could w

in the prize (if one 
w

ere given) as the m
ost im

aginative w
riter 

am
ong the current crop, although som

e 
m

ight argue that the plot for B
est E

vidence 
w

as borrow
ed from

 the cult film
 "Invasion of 

the B
ody S

natchers." L
ifton becam

e con-
vinced at an early age, w

atching the fam
ous 

A
braham

 Z
apruder film

 of the assassination, 
that the fatal shots cam

e from
 the front of 

the president's D
allas m

otorcade and has 
spent virtually his entire adult life trying to 
prove it. 

R
ather than arguing that the official au-

topsy photos and X
-rays are fakes, as others 

have done, L
ifton alleges that K

ennedy's 
body w

as taken from
 A

ir Force O
ne, surgi-

cally altered to m
ake it look as if the fatal 

shots cam
e from

 the rear, and then put back 
in the casket at the B

ethesda N
aval H

ospital 



back m
arked "N

ot on Shelf." 
W

hether you believe, as I do, that O
sw

ald 
acted alone, or are convinced that there w

as 
a conspiracy, or sim

ply are curious and w
ant 

to know
 m

ore—
don't expect the research 

to com
e easy. T

he conspiracy books, in par-
ticular, m

ake for a difficult read, since m
any 

lack a narrative flow
 and jum

p from
 prem

ise 
to prem

ise and from
 point to point. O

ne no-
table exception is Jim

. G
arrison's O

n the 
. T

rail of the A
ssassins, w

hich reads like a 
m

ystery novel w
here the nam

es are the 
sam

e but the facts have been changed. T
hat 

book—
w

ith Jim
 M

arrs's C
rossfire: The Plot 

That K
illed K

ennedy—
is reported to have 

inspired O
liver Stone, and one can-see how

 
S

tone m
ight have been intrigued tririhrai-

thatic possibilities. B
ut had Stone begiln by 

. reading D
avid L

itton's turgid Best Evidence, 
for exam

ple, he m
ight have throw

n in the 
tow

el after the first or-second chapter, and 
the country w

ould have been spared the 
renew

ed debate over w
ho killed K

ennedy. 
T

hese three books have all been issued in 
paperback, and should be readily available 
on the shelves of m

any local bookstores. 
A

lso readily available in paperback are a 
num

ber of other popular books that allege a 
conspiracy, such as H

igh Treason by R
obert 

G
roden and H

arrison L
ivingstone, as w

ell as 
an "O

sw
ald-acted-alone" book, C

onspiracy of 
O

ne by Jim
 M

oore. W
ith little effort, one 

m
ight also dig up a couple of recent hard-

backs, D
avid B

elin's defense of the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission, 

F
inal D

isclosure, and. M
ark 

N
orth's A

ct of Treason: The R
ole of f  E

dgar 
H

oover in the A
ssassination of P

resident 
K

ennedy. 
A

nd M
ark L

ane has a new
 book out, too, 

P
lausible D

enial, pointing the finger of sus-
picion at the C

IA
. It's at least his fourth trip 

to the w
ell on the JFK

 assassination, includ-
ing the 1966 best seller, R

ush to Judgm
ent, 

and another book, w
hich w

as clearly labeled 
fiction, E

xecutive A
ction. 

B
U

T
 T

H
E

 obvious starting point for 
anyone interested in know

ing m
ore 

about the K
ennedy assassination is 

the 1964 W
arren C

om
m

ission R
eport, w

hich 

John G
. Leyden is a freelance w

riter w
ho lives 

in D
avidsonville, M

d. 

can be found in m
ost libraries or in good sec-

ond-hand book stores. T
he W

arren C
om

m
is- 

sion, of course, found that L
ee H

arvey O
s- 

w
ald, acting alone, killed K

ennedy and D
allas 

police officer J.D
. T

ippit and that, then, Jack 
R

uby, acting on im
pulse, killed O

sw
ald. T

he 
report w

as intended to resolve public doubts 
about the president's m

urder, but the volu- 
m

inous testim
ony and m

aterials collected 
during the investigation only served to fuel 
debate. T

he conspiracy-m
inded could use the 

com
m

ission's ow
n archives to support any 

theory that struck their fancy. 
In 1966, several books w

ere published 
that raised questions A

boiit-the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission report. T

he m
ost influential 

w
as E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein's Inquest. T
he book 

focused public attention on the conunis7_ 
sion's shortcom

ings and charged, am
ong.  

other things, that the staff had failed to in-
. vestigate fully the possibility of a second 

assassin. A
t the sam

e tim
e, how

ever, E
p- 

stein found that "a prim
a facie case" existed 

for O
sw

ald's involvem
ent in the m

urders of 
both K

ennedy and T
ippit and dism

issed out 
o

f h
an

d
 th

e id
ea th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 b

een
 

„fram
ed for the crim

es. 
E

pstein also w
rote Legend: The Secret 

W
orld of Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald and C
ounter-

plot, an expose of the G
arrison investigation. 

In 
Legend, 

published in 1978, E
pstein 

am
ended som

e of his earlier criticism
 of the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission R
eport, stating that he 

believed the bullets w
ere fired from

 the 
T

exas S
chool B

ook D
epository, though he 

still contended that it w
as logically im

pos-
sible" to rule out the presence of a second 
gunm

an. 
O

ther critics, such as M
ark L

ane, have 
not been as charitable in their interpreta- 
tions of the com

m
ission's findings. T

heir 
charges of a m

assive cover-up eventually 
helped prom

pt a new
 investigation by the 

H
ouse of R

epresentatives' S
elect C

om
m

it- 
• tee on A

ssassinations. H
ow

ever, the D
e-

cem
ber 1978 com

m
ittee report satisfied 

alm
ost no one, and copies are difficult to 

find. 
O

n the one hand, the report said that O
s-

w
ald had killed both K

ennedy and T
ippit, 

and it validated m
ost of the other m

ajor 
W

arren C
om

m
ission findings, including the 

controversial "single bullet" theory. A
t the 

sam
e tim

e, it threw
 the assassination buffs a 

bone by concluding—
on the basis of a hotly 

disputed D
allas police recording—

that a 
second gunm

an and "co-conspirator" prob-
ably fired an errant fourth shot at the pres-
ident from

 the area of the grassy knoll in 
D

ealy Plaza. (T
his conclusion later w

as chal-
lenged by a N

ational A
cadem

y of Sciences 
acoustics panel.) 

T
he com

m
ittee's conspiracy finding ac-

tually resulted from
 a last-m

inute change 
that m

any critics say w
as the w

ork of C
hief 

C
ounsel G

. R
obert B

lakey to accom
m

odate 
the possibility of involvem

ent by organized 
crim

e figures. Indeed, in 1981, B
lakey pub-

fished The P
lot to K

ill the P
resident, w

hich 
co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at "elem

en
ts o

f o
rg

an
ized

 
. crim

e" participated in the assassination plot. 
O

thers also have picked up on this them
e, 

including D
avid S

cheim
, 

in C
ontract on 

Am
erica, and John D

avis in M
afia K

ingfish: 
C

arlos M
arcello and the A

ssassination of 
John F. K

ennedy. 

T
H

E
 F

IR
S

T
 generation of assassina-

tion w
riters tended to present rather 

sim
plified conspiracy theories. F

or 
exam

ple, T
hom

as B
uchanan saw

 the assas-
sination as a m

eans of preserving the oil 
depletion allow

ances in W
ho K

illed K
en-

nedy? (1964) and L
eo Sauvage view

ed it as 
part of a racist plot to m

aintain w
hite su-

prem
acy in A

m
erica in T

he O
sw

ald A
ffair 

(1966). T
he Soviet U

nion w
as another pop-

ular suspect (along w
ith C

astro's C
uba), and 

E
nglish w

riter M
ichael E

ddow
es took it to 

extrem
es by arguing in 

The O
sw

ald F
ile 

that the real O
sw

ald w
as replaced by a K

G
B

 
"double" not long after his 1959 defection. 
E

ddow
es's allegations prom

pted O
sw

ald's 
exhum

ation in 1981, only to have the m
ed-

ical exam
iner verify the authenticity of the 

rem
ains in blunt, unequivocal language. 

M
ost of the contem

porary crop of assas-
sination w

riters have a m
ore global view

 
and tend to m

ix and m
atch their conspiracy 

theories according to the latest fashion. T
he 

only consistent elem
ent throughout is the 

alleged involvem
ent of the C

IA
. 

G
arrison's O

n the Trail of the A
ssassins, 

for exam
ple, blam

es rogue C
IA

 elem
ents 

and their "extra-governm
ental collabo- 

fa. A
m
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m
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m
ight argue that the plot for B

est E
vidence 

w
as borrow

ed from
 the cult film

 "Invasion of 
the B

ody S
natchers." L

itton becam
e con-

vinced at an early age, w
atching the fam

ous 
A

braham
 Z

apruder film
 of the assassination, 

that the fatal shots cam
e from

 the front of 
the president's D

allas m
otorcade and has 

spent virtually his entire adult life trying to 
prove it. 

R
ather than arguing that the official au-

topsy photos and X
-rays are fakes, as others 

have done, L
itton alleges that K

ennedy's 
body w

as taken from
 A

ir Force O
ne, surgi-

cally altered to m
ake it look as if the fatal 

shots cam
e from

 the rear, and then put back 
in the casket at the B

ethesda N
aval H

ospital 
' before the autoposy began. H

ow
ever, in 

1988, w
hen the PB

S "N
ova" series brought 

four of the doctors w
ho treated K

ennedy at 
D

allas Parkland H
ospital to W

ashington to 
view

 the official X
-rays and autopsy photos, 

none could find any evidence of altered 
w

ounds. 
W

here does O
sw

ald fit in all these theo-
ries? W

ell, m
any conspiracy w

riters have 
red

u
ced

 h
im

 to
 a w

alk
-o

n
 ro

le. D
av

id
 

S
cheim

, for exam
ple, ignores him

 alm
ost 

com
pletely in C

ontract on A
m

erica, noting 
that "his m

arksm
anship w

as m
arginal and he 

had no apparent m
otive to kill P

resident 
K

ennedy." 
C

om
pared to the conspiracy scenarios, 

the books by D
avid B

elin (F
inal D

isclosure) 
and Jim

 M
oore (C

onspiracy of O
ne) are pret-

ty tam
e stuff. B

oth support the lone assas-
sin" theory and their books devote consid-
erable space to point-by-point rebuttals of 
its critics. 

H
ow

ever, form
er W

arren C
om

m
ission 

law
yer B

elin now
 concedes that the com

m
is-

sion invited public distrust of its final report 
by conducting m

ost of its w
ork in secret and 

deciding to w
ithhold the publication of the 

X
-rays and autopsy photographs in defer-

ence to the K
ennedy fam

ily. H
e also severe-

ly criticizes the C
IA

 and the N
ational Secu-

rity C
ouncil for their lack of cooperation in 

the investigation. 
Still, he has no doubt that the C

om
m

ission 
w

as right in nam
ing O

sw
ald as the lone as-

sassin and is confident that history eventu-
ally w

ill sustain that judgm
ent. "T

he truth 
has a long fuse," he added hopefully, "and 
ultim

ately it prevails." 	
■
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